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of this House. I believe it is about as perfect a | the House how many miles of railroad are em- 
i! braced in this bill and in the Senate amendments; 
| and also, whether any practical engineers have 
| estimated the cost of these roads; and if so, what 


bill as one of its magnitude can be made, except- 
ing the repetitions and tautology incorporated by 
the Senate amendments, In regard to the charge 
that the bill involves interests of such magnitude 
that it should therefore be voted down, I will say 
that you can never secure the construction of a 
railroad to the Pacific without considering matters 
of importance and magnitude. And I will say 
further, that a Pacific railroad cannot be carried 
through on a single idea, or to accommodate a 
single line of road. Make it as you may, subject 
itas you please, you will affect the whole railroad 
system of the West, and each road will be enlisted 
in its ultimate advantages and success. 


Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. As I do not intend 


to reply to the gentleman from Lowa, | ask him |, sand miles of road; but the Government of the 


to answer me one or two questions. I desire to 
ask him if the amendment which I have proposed 


now is nota fair one, and if the route is not one | 


demanded by the public interest ? 
Mr. CURTIS. The principal objection to my 


friend’s amendment is, that it adds another fork | 


to the road. It has been objected that it already 
has too many forks and termini; and the gen- 
tleman now proposes to add another, in order to 
connect his point. The same argument which 
the gentleman urges in support of hisamendment 
would apply to lowa with equal force. If the 
gentleman demands another line for Missouri, 
there is no reason why I should not demand an- 
other line, so as to have two points in Iowa; and 
I tlrink, under th: circumstances, he ought not to 
ask it. 

Mr. SICKLES. I ask the gentleman from 
[owa to give me five minutes. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I desire to say a 
word. The reason why my friend from Iowa 
does not ask for two branches is, that the Senate 
did not fix the terminus of the Iowa branch ata 
point that is not central in respect to that State, 
but they left it open to the whole western border 
of that State; and I can prove by my friend from 
fowa that such has been my wish in respect to 
the terminus of the Missouri branch. But the 
Senate have taken it upon themselves to fix the 
point of starting in respect to my State; and tak- 
ng that point to be settled, I think that the public 
will, the public good, and the public interest, de- 
mand that this additional branch, which will not 
exceed fifty miles, and may not be fifteen, in 
length, shall be granted. I ask that as a repre- 
sentative, upon this particular question, of the 
interests of six of the largest States in the Union. 

Mr. CURTIS. In respect to that belt, in my 
opinion, there is nothing of it. Itis nota fact that 


a gentleman starting from Philadelphia would be | 


obliged to go over the Hannibal and St. Joseph 
railroad, or over any other particular route, to 
reach the Missouririver. Why,sir, you may reach 
itanywhere ona line of four or five hundred miles 
inlength, that wilianswer every purpose asa start- 
ing point. We have six or seven roads running 
through Iowa, any one of which prolonged, as 
now progressing, would, in my judgment, furnish 
amore direct route than the Hannibal and St. 
Joseph route. It is the intention that these roads 
shall be prolonged. And there is another road 
projected through Missouri—the State line road 
—which will prove just as direct as the Hannibal 
and St. Joseph shad The representative of every 
road tells the public that his road is the most 
direct route. hy, sir, every through line of 
road leading from the eastern cities to the Missis- 
sippi—from the roads through Canada to the Bal- 
tmore and Ohio road—all claim that peculiar fit- 
ness of shortest, best, and cheapest. So our roads 
through lowa and Missouri will hereafter contend 
for these advantages in reaching the Pacific road. 

Let us look at this thing fairly. It ismainiya 
question between the Hannibal and St. Joseph 


railroad and what is called the Pacific railroad, || 


in Missouri. The same conflict is engendered 
between the roads in Lowa. They are ignored, 


just as my friend’s road in.Missouri is neglected. || 


Mr. BRANCH. I want to ask the gentleman 
& question for information Iwish him to inform 
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| received grants where the Governmentowns lands, 


| extent of their cost. 


| have constructed thirty thousand miles of road 








j 
j 


| to organize under this company. 


| that the Government will give? 


Nothing, if the road were not 


| of the road. 


is that estimated cost? What | would ask is the 
estimated cost of the three roads proposed, and 
their branches. 

Mr. CURTIS. There are branches to the dif- 
ferent roads, created by the Senate amendments, 
which are nothing more than roads in Oregon and 
Washington, for which grants of land have been 
made just as the other States and Territories have 


They ought not to be counted in this matter. 1 
throw them out of the estimate. The three roads 
will require the construction of about five thou- 


United States will not give bonds for the whole 
There is no such proposi- 


tion in the bill. The people of the United States 


with but little assistance from the United States; 
and under provision of this bill, several thousand 


— 


accept their demonstration of its feasibility, and 


| stand upon it, against the naked assertion of the 


| gentleman from Virginia. 


When the Baltimore 
and Ohio railroad was projected, its originators 
were ridiculed as demented, and those who em- 
barked in the enterprise were denounced as impos- 


| tors. 


| built. 





miles more may be added in fifteen years. As to 
the question of the estimate of engineers, I will 
say, that they have considered and reported on 
all these roads, excepting only their branches. 
It is said that no railroad men would undertake 
y- Alll willsay 
is, that Mr. Corning, of New York, who owns 
more railroad stock than any other man in the 
United States, says that the bill is practicable, 
even with the amendments of the Senate, and 
recommends that it be passed as itis. So Mr. 

| 





Farnham, a well known and distinguished rail- 
road man, and many others, advise me. 
Mr. BRANCH, What is the amount that 
practical engineers estimate will be the cost of 
these three roads? 
Mr. CURTIS. They will cost, it is estimated, 
about three hundred million dollars; but the Gov- 
ernment of the United States will not be re- 
quired to advance any such sum. The bill pro- 
vides for the loan of the Government credit to the 
amount of $125,000,000, in thirty year bonds. 
No money is to be drawn from the Treasury. 


Mr. BURCH What will the land be worth 
Mr. CURTIS. 


constructed; but what the Government retains 
will be largely enhanced in value by the building 


Mr. BURCH. If the value of the lands be 
deducted, the roads will 
$100,000,000. 

Mr. BRANCH. One question in reference to 
the cost of these roads; 1 believe the gentleman 
from Iowa is a practical engineer himself. The 
question I wish toask him is this: Does he know 
of any railroad in the settled portions of the 
United States, where labor is abundant and pro- 
visions cheap, built through a mountainous coun- 
try, that cost less than $100,000 a mile? 

Mr. CURTIS. That is more than roads cost 
now, even in the mountains. It is not calculated 


not cost more than 


that they will cost at this day more than $40,000 || 


a mile, as they runthrough mountainsand plains. 
We are now making roads in the West at less 
than $20,000 a mile. Roads are constructed upon 
the plains and in the mountainous regions of the 
country much cheaper than formerly. I now 
yield to the gentleman from New York, provided 
he will call for the previous question. 

Mr. SICKLES. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Pryor,] atthe very outset of 
the consideration of these amendments of the Sen- 
ate, assails the measure as impracticable, as un- 
constitutional, and utterly beyond the capacity of 
this Government to execute. I am willing, sir, 
to meet him right at the threshold, upon all his 


objections; nor shall I detain the House long with || 


what I shall have to say in reply. He says it is 
impracticable. By that assertion he impeaches 
the scientific researches and the mechanical genius 


of the age; for, sir, for ten years past the scientific || 





The gentleman from Virginia, to-day, occupies 
the same relation to the proposed Pacific com- 


| munication that the skeptics of 1830 occupied in 


reference to the projected scheme of the Baltimore 
and Ohio railroad. When you pass this bill, his- 
tory will refute his extravagant objections to this 
measure as effectually as verte has demon- 
strated the absurdity of the objections made to the 
earlier railroads projected in this country. At this 
moment, Mr. Speaker, when the telegraph carries 
our thoughts over sea and land from London to 
Calcutta, from the Rhine to the Ganges, is it for 
American policy and genius and enterprise to 
pause before the rashly-ventured objections of 
mere doctrinaires. No, sir. This railroad will be 
It will be built by American capital and 
American capacity. 

Nor will there be a very large draft upon con- 


| stitutional scruples in executing it. [will remind 


the gentleman from Virginia that the Cabinet of 
President Pieree—in his judgment, I presume, a 
wise, cautious, and statesmanlike Cabinet—was 
unanimous in the opinion that it was constitu- 
tional for the Government to aid in the construc- 
tion of a road which would, as this road is re- 
quired to do, transport the mails, munitions of war, 
and troops of the United States, ‘The Cabinet of 


| Mr. Buchanan is also a unit on the same question, 


and has been so through all its phases. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. If the gentleman will 
permit me, I will make a single remark, and it is 
this: all the great parties in this country, repre- 
sented in national conventions, have indorsed not 
only the constitutionality, but the feasibility of a 
Pacific railroad. 

Mr. SICKLES. That is the very next remark 
I proposed to make. I believe the gentleman from 
Virginia concurred with my friend from Hlinois 
in his choice of a candidate for President. That 
statesman—I allude, of course, to the honorable 
Senator from Illinois (Mr. Doveias}]—has been 
distinguished for his long and devoted advocac 
of a Pacific railroad measure. I might also add, 
that the President elect of the southern confed- 
eracy has advocated and recommended the con- 
struction of a Pacific railroad as constitutional 
and practicable. 

Mr. PRYOR. Does the gentleman state that 
Hon. Jerrerson Davis favors the construction 
of a Pacific railroad? « 


Mr. SICKISES. Certainly. General Davis has 


| frequently advocated the constitutionality and feas- 


ibility of a Pacific railroad. I heard him myself, 
in a speech delivered in Philadelphia when he was 
accompanying President Pierce to New York, in- 
dorse the constitutionality of the measure. 

But, to pass from the authority of individuals, 
I affirm, as suggested to me by the gentleman from 
Illinois, [Mr. McCuiernanp,] that all the parties 
in this country, and all the platforms which have 
been made during the last eight years, have de- 
clared, asa settled question of constitutional law 








ability of this eee has concentrated its atten- 
tion upon the practicability of this work; and I will 


and public policy, that the Pacific railroad is con- 


| stitutional and practicable and necessary. 


The gentleman from Virginia compares this 
work to the Colossus of Rhodes and to the pyra- 
mids of Egypt. Why, sir, neither he nor I 
know how many thousand years since, human 
hands erected those monuments; and it is a poor 
compliment to the progress of civilization to say 
that the Pacific railroad cannot be built by human 
hands in this generation, when three thousand 
years ago the. pyramids were constructed by the 
intellects and the resources of that epoch. 

Mr. PRYOR. Will the gentleman allow mea 
| moment? 

Mr. SICKLES. Certainly. 

| Mr. PRYOR. The gentleman impeaches my 
| intelligence. Let me assure him that we have 
the testimony of authentie historians for the fact, 


| 
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that the Egyptian pyramid was constructed by | We regret to see, from many of our northern exchanges, 





a courtesan of celebrity out of the wages of pros- || “at the import of the late election in this State is, to a large 


titution. 


Mr. SICKLES. I shall not engage ina dis- || 


| the Union as matters now stand—to submit to the rule of 


extent, misunderstood or misrepresented in that section. 
The impression that Virginia has determined to remain in 


cussion with the gentleman from Virginia as to || the new dynasty under the Chicago programme—is a gross 


the resources of ancient Egypt. 1 presume there 
are no reports now accessible, as to its finances; | 
and in what he now says, I think he is merely | 
repeating here one of the fictions of Herodotus, | 
and undertaking to give it the dignity of a fact 
by an assertion on this floor. It is like many | 
other stories of the same author, made to enter- 
tain his cotemporaries, and not to enlighten pos- | 
terity. 

The gentleman says we have no credit upon | 
which to undertake thisroad. Nocredit! Why? | 
Because anarchy has been brought upon the land, | 
and startled capital from its equanimity. But 
there isa better day before us. Kentucky has 
penetnis Tennessee has spoken,and your own 

irginia has spoken, and said to this demon of 
anarchy, *‘ thus fur shalt thou go,and no further,”” 
{Applause in the galleries.) Credit will be re- 
stored; credit will come again with the revived 
energics and the restored repose of our people and 
the icc 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


Mr. PRYOR. The gentleman from New York | 
alludes significantly to the result of the recent 
election in Virginia. Now, once for all, I wish | 
to speak a word of this business. The result of | 
that election has exposed Virginia to the compli- | 
ments of gentlemen whose praises she will accept | 
in no grateful sense. What has she done that | 
she should be the victim of such suspicious ado- 
ration? Whatcrime has she committed that she | 
should be condemned to so intolerable an expia- | 
tion? Permit me to say, sir, that Virginia, by the | 
result of the recent election, has not pronounced | 
for submission. She has declared this, and noth- 
ing else: that, so far as she is concerned, she is 
willing, in the abundance of her patriotic magna- 
nimity, to make one more effort to save the Union; 
but unless justice and right be rendered her, she 
will not hesitate a moment to sever the ties which 
bind her to an iniguitous and oppressive associa- | 
tion. {Applause in the galleries. ] 

Mr. SICKLES. I have not ventured to be the | 
prophet of Virginia. Ido not predict what she | 
may do; I only record what she has done, and 
what she is now doing; and I do affirm that Vir- 

inia is responding to the magnanimous policy of 
Commies and the Scostinas yes, she is respond- 
ing to the appeal which the northern masseshave 
made to her, to submit our difficulties to the arbit- 
rament of reason, and not of passion. I say that 
Virginia, in her recent election, declares for the 
Union now. What she may do on some future | 
day, I know not. 

Mr 


} 
| 


. LEAKE. Will the gentleman allow me | 
one word? 
Mr. SICKLES. Certainly. 
Mr. GROW. Does the Pacific railroad pass | 
through Virginia? [Laughter.] 

Mr. LEAKE. I want to one word in sup- 
portof thedeclaration of my colleagye. I say now, 
to the gentleman from New York, and through | 
him to the House, and through this House, if I 
could, to the whole northern branch of this Con- | 
federacy, that Virginia has decided, by a vote of 
ene hundred and twenty out of one hundred and 
fifty-two members of her convention, in favor of 
secession, Unless ample guarantees be given her 
by the 4th of March. 

I state, furthermore, that she never will submit | 
to the Union as it is now; and by her election she 
has determined in the most solemn manner she 
could determine. She has said this—and this is | 
all she has said, or means to say—that she is will- | 
ing to preserve this Union, and is anxious to do 
so, if she can get justice; and failing to get jus- 
tice, she will lodk to her own right arm for pro- | 
tection, and appeal to no earthly power whatever 
to take care of her rights. 

Mr. PRYOR. I appeal to the gentleman to 
allow me a single moment. I will obtrude upon | 
his courtesy no further. I send to the Clerk’s | 
desk a paragraph from an article in the Richmond 
Whig, the organ of the party which triumphed in 
the recent election in Virginia—the party of sub- 
mission, as they are here stigmatized; but, as I 
understand it, the party of resistance in the sense 
of valor and of patriotism. 

The article was read, and is as follows: 

“Waar Was DETERMINED BY THE tLaTa E.ection.— 


j 











| and pernicious error. She has decided to do no such thing; 


nay, she has decided to do just the reverse, by a popular 
judgment approximating unanimity. She has determined 
that her connection with the northern States shall end, 
unless satisfactory and inviolable assurances are given that 
every constitutional right she has will be recognized and 
respected, and that her equality and safety, as a member of 
the Confederacy, will be free from all jeopardy.” 


Mr. SICKLES. All these interruptions are 
quite unnecessary, if they were intended to an- 
swer any implication of mine that I understood 
the result of the election in Virginia as excusing 
gentlemen holding the opinions entertained upon 
the other side of the House from just and neces- 
sary concessions. I have not said nor supposed 
that this election terminated all the questions 
which have agitated the country. Far from it. I 
said no such thing. But, sir, while I do not mean 
by any word | may say here, or by any construc- 
tion | may put upon any southern election, to 
excuse or release gentlemen on that [the Repub- 
lican) side of the Biessa from their full responsi- 
bility at this crisis—for the crisis is yet here and 
upon usnow—yet I may be permitted as an Amer- 
ican, as a northern Democrat at least, to con- 
gratulate my country, my party, my associates 
at home, who have stood by the South in all her 
trials, who have fought side by side with her in 
all her battles—I may congratulate the three hun- 
dred and twelve thousand Union men of my State 
that they have met with a manly, a just, and cor- 
dial response from the people of Virginia and 
Kentucky and Tennessee. And that is all I do. 

And I may be permitted to add, as I will, that 
the common sense of this country understands 
the result of the popular expression in those three 
States to be an earnest, a profound, an intense as- 
sertion of their love for the Union, and their con- 
fidence in the intelligence and patriotism of the 


people. That is the way I understand it; that is, 


the way the masses of the people understand it. 

Mr. Speaker, I did not intend to go into any 
extended discussion of these matters, but only re- 
ferred to them as bearing upon the financial credit 
of this Government; oad therefore, resuming the 
current of my remarks, I say, that if you will 
look at the history of Governments and of Admin- 
istrations, you will find that they had credit in 
proportion as they inspired confidence, in propor- 
tion as the Government is made strong .a its in- 
rr No Government can have credit when it 
submits to anarchy. It will have credit when cap- 
ital, startled by these sudden and fearful events, 
shall have recovered its composure; and that day 
is not far off. The passions which have been 
aroused on the remote southern frontier have 
found a barrier where they should find it—in 
the hearts and purposes of their associate States. 
We do not ask them to listen to us, for they re- 
fuse; but we know they will not refuse to heed 
Virginia and Kentucky and Tennessee. 

A single word more, and I will bring these re- 
marks, which were only designed to be very cur- 
sory and brief, to a rapid conclusion. I say that 
the objections stated upon this floor heretofore, 
and repeated to-day, that this measure is to im- 
pose upon the Government an impossible outlay, 
is but a characteristic specimen of the exaggera- 
tions which are indulged in our discussions. 

Sir, this bill does not call upon the Government 
to raise one dollar in the present condition of its 
credit. No man supposes that this year, or next 
year, or = ae after, this Government will be 
called upon for any sum of money, if we pass this 
bill to-morrow. No, sir; and long ere the period 
shall arrive when the Government will be called 
upon to issue its bonds or stake its credit, we will 
have recovered all our energies, and the magnifi- 
cent resources and powers of our people will go 
on in the development of their destiny on this 
continent, and the consolidation of our empire 
from the Mississippi to the Pacific ocean. 

Mr. GARNETT obtained the floor. 

Mr. CURTIS, I thought the gentleman from 
New York promised to move the previous ques- 
uuon. 

Mr. SICKLES. Ah! I forgot to do so. I ap- 
peal to the gentleman from Virginia, under the cir- 


cumstances, to yield me the floor to enable me to 


fulfill my promise. 








February 13, 


Mr. GARNETT. I, of course, give way to 
the gentleman, under the circumstances. 
r. SICKLES. I demand the previous ques- 
tion on the pending amendment. 
Mr. HASKIN. I move thatthe Housedo now 
ee 
he motion was agreed to. 
And thereupon (at four o’clock and twenty 
minutes, p.m.) the House adjourned. 








IN SENATE. 
Wepnespar, February 13, 1861. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The order in ref. 
erence to counting and declaring the votes for 
President and Vice President was to take effect at 
twelve o’clock. The Chair supposes, however, 
that the Senate desires to have the Journal read, 
as usual. The Secretary will read the Journal, 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Hays, Chief Clerk, announced that the 

ouse had passed the bill of the Senate (No. 
547) for the relief of the parish of St. Matthew’s 
church, of the city of Washington. 


PRINTING OF DOCUMENTS. 


The message further announced that the House 
had ordered, on yesterday, the printing of the 
following documents: 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting a communication from the Chief of Ordnance 
containing an estimate for increased appropria- 
tions for the armament of fortifications, and ord- 
nance, &c.—ordered at twelve o’clock and twenty 
minutes. 

Joint resolutions of the Legislature of Michi- 
gan in opposition to the extension of McCor- 
mick’s patent—ordered at twelve o’clock and 
twenty-two minutes. 

Joint resolutions of the Legislature of Michi- 
gan on the state of the Union—ordered at twelve 
o’clock and twenty-one minutes. 


COUNTING OF ELECTORAL VOTES. 


The message further announced that the House 
had passed the following order: 

In THE House of REPRESENTATIVES, 
February 13, 1861. 

Ordered, That the Clerk inform the Senate that the House 
of Representatives is now ready to receive that body forthe 
purpose of proceeding to open and count the votes of the 
electors of the several States for President and Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

Mr. FOSTER. I present the petition—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Connecticut that, in pur- 
suance of the order of the two Houses, nothing 
is now in order but to proceed to the House of 
Representatives. 

Mr. BIGLER. I move that the Senate now 
proceed to the House of Representatives, in com- 
pliance with the order of the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved and 
seconded that the Senate now proceed to the 
House of Representatives, for the purpose of 
counting and declaring the electoral votes. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state that the usual order of proceeding to the 
House of Representatives has been for the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms to go in advance; then the Secre- 
tary and Presiding Officer, with a messenger 
bearing the votes; and then the body of the Sen- 
ate. If there be no objection, that order will be 
pursued. 

The Senate thereupon proceeded to the Hall of 
the House of Representatives. 

At twenty minutes to two o’clock the Senate 
returned to their Chamber. : 

The VICE PRESIDENT resumed the chair, 
and called the Senate to order. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a report of the Secretary of War, communt- 
cating a modified estimate for fortifications for the 
next fiscal year; which, on motion of Mr. Hate, 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
and Militia. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. FESSENDEN presented the memorial of 
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Ether Shepley, Joshua B. Osgood, and twenty- 
five hundred others, citizens of Portland, Maine, 
praying Congress to pass such measures of con- | 
ciliation and compromise as shali heal sectional | 
strife; which was ordered to be laid on the table. 

He also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Gorham, Maine, praying Congress to pass such 
measures of conciliation and compromise as shall 
heal sectional strife; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. ; ot 

He also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Brunswick and Topsham, Maine, praying Con- 
rress to pass such measures of conciliation and 
compromise as shall heal sectional strife; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. HALE presented the petition of Captain 
French Forrest, of the United States Navy, pray- 
ing for additional compensation for his services 
while in command of the Pacific squadron; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. The Committee on Fi- 
nance, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 
895) making appropriations for sundry civil ex- 
pane of the Government for the year ending 








une 30, 1862, have instructed me to report it with || 


sundry amendments. 

amendments be printed; and I desire to give notice | 

that I shall ask the Senate to take up that bill for | 

consideration on Friday next, at one o’clock. 
The motion to print was agreed to. 


DEXTER R. CROCKER. 


Mr. LANE. I move to take up bill (S. No. 
546) for the relief of Dexter R. Crocker. 

Mr. FOSTER. I hope not, until petitions are | 
presented, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in | 


the chair.) The Senator from Oregon moves to || 


take up the bill indicated by him. 

Mr. BIGLER. I appeal to the Senator from 
Oregon to allow us to present petitions. 

Mr. LANE. I should like to have the bill taken 
up now. 

Mr. HALE. I hope not, until petitions are in. | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Oregon yield to the presentation of 
petitions ? | 

Mr. LANE. Certainly. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. FOSTER presented a petition of citizens of 

Derby, Connecticut, praying Congress to stand 


firm by the Constitution of our country as it is, | 
the Union of the States, and the enforcement of 


protect, and defend, separately, unitedly, and con- | 
scientiously, these great principles of public lib- 
erty and national safety; which was ordered to | 


lie on the table. i 


Mr. DIXON presented a petition of citizens of 
Bethany, in the State of Connecticut, praying that 
such measures may be speedily adopted by Con- 
gress for the settlement of our present difficulties | 
as will embrace substantially the plan of compro- 
mise recommended by the representatives of the 
border States; and which, they believe, will re- | 
store tranquillity and peace to our now distracted 
country; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a memorial of C. W. Brad- | 
ley, United States commissioner on claims in 
China, praying remuneration for his services and | 
sacrifices in the execution of his duty; which was | 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BIGLER presented the proceedings of a 
public meeting held at Wilkesbarre, Luzerne 
county, Pennsylvania, on the Ist instant, com- 
posed of men of all political parties, in favor of an 
adjustment of our national difficulties on the basis | 
of the resolutions of the Senator from Kentucky, 
(Mr. Crirrenpven,] and also in favor of submit- 
ung the same to a vote of the people; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Chestercounty, Pennsylvania, praying the speedy 
adoption of such measures as wiil substantially 
embrace the compromise proposed by Hon. Mr. 


I move that the bill and || 





LRITTENDEN; which was ordered to lie on the 
e. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of Free- 
port, Armstrong county, Pennsylvania, and its 
vicinity, praying the adoption of the compromise | 
measures proposed by 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 


on. Mr. CritrEnDEN; | 


| the Senate to the said bill; and 





ent of || of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 864) making 
the laws; and pledging themselves to maintain, || 
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Mr. FITCH presented a memorial of citizens | 
of Monroe county, Indiana, praying the adoption | 
of the compromise measures proposed by Hon. || 
Mr. Critrenven; which was ordered to lie on || 
the table. 1 

He also preSented a memorial of citizens of 
Orange county, Indiana, praying the adoption of 
the compromise measures proposed by Hon. Mr. | 
CritTENDEN; which was ordered to lie on the | 
table. 

He also’ presented a memorial of citizens of | 
Putnam county, Indiana, praying the adoption of 
the compromise measures proposed by Hon. Mr. 
CRITTENDEN; Which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on Finance, 
to whom was referred the amendments of the Sen- 
ate to the bill of the House (No. 892) making 
appropriations for the legislative, executive, and 
judicial expenses of the Government for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1862, disagreed to by the 
House, reported thereon. 

The Senate proceeded to consider its amend- 
ments to the said bill, disagreed to by the House 
of Representatives; and 


On motion of Mr. PEARCE, it was 


Resolved, That the Senate insist upon its amendments 
to the said bill disagreed to by the House of Representa- 
tives, and ask a conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses thereon. 


On motion of Mr. PEARCE, it was 


Ordered, That the committee of conference on the part 
of the Senate be appointed by the Vice President. 

Mr. Pearce, Mr. Latuam, and Mr. Dixon 
were appointed. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. FITCH, from the Committee on Printing, 
to whom was referred a motion to print five thou- 
sand additional copies of the Commercial Rela- 
tions of the United States with Foreign Nations, 
for the year 1860, reported the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That four thousand additional copies of the 


Commercial Relations of the United States with Foreign 
Nations, for the year ending September 30, 1860, be printed, 





| in quarto form, for the use of the Senate, and one thousand 


additional copies for the use of the State Department. 
CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


Mr. FESSENDEN, from the Committee on 
Finance, to whom were referred the amendments 


appropriations for the consular and diplomatic 
expenses of the Govcinment, for the year ending 
June 30, 1862, disagreed to by the House of Rep- 
resentatives, and the amendment of the House to 
the seventh amendment of the Senate to the said 
bill, reported thereon. 

The Senate proceeded to consider its amend- | 
ments to the bill (H. R. No. 864) disagreed to 
by the House of Representatives, and the amend- 
ment of the House to the seventh amendment of 


On motion of Mr. FESSENDEN, it was 


Resolved, That the Senate insist upon its amendments 
to the said bill, disagreedto by the House of Representa- 
tives, disagree to the amendment of the House to the seventh 
amendment of the Senate to the said bill, and ask a con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon. 


On motion of Mr. FESSENDEN, it was 


Ordered, That the committee of conference on the part 
of the Senate be appointed by the Vice President. 


Mr. Fessenpen, Mr. Savuissury, and Mr. 





| CLINGMAN were appointed. 


INUNDATION OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, submitted the 
following resolution; which was considered -by 
unanimous consent, and agregyl to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
communicate to the Senate the report of Captain A. A. 
Humphreys, topographical engineers, upon the results of the 
surveys and investigations made under the act of Congress 
directing the topographical and hydrograpiical survey of 
the delta of the Mississippi river, with such investigations 
as might lead to determine the most practicable plan for 
securing it from inundation. 


CLAIMS AGAINST NEW GRANADA, 
Mr. MASON. There isa bill on the Calendar 


to carry into effect the convention between the 





United States and the Republic of New Granada. | 


It is simply to authorize a commission to distrib- 


ute the fund paid by New Granada under the con- 
vention between the two countries. Many citi- 


| zens of the United States are interested in it. The 


bill will take no time; and I ask that it may be 
taken up for consideration. The bill I refer to is 
Senate bill No. 543. 

Mr. HALE. [hope not, until petitions are in, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Virginia yield to the introduction of 
petitions? : 
| Mr. MASON. This bill will occupy but a few 
minutes. Itis one of great public interest, and I 
| think more so than the presentation of petitions. 
I ask the Senate to take it up. 

Mr. CAMERON. After petitions are through 
| with, I shall have no objection. I ask the gentle- 
man to allow me a moment for that purpose. I 
have had petitions on my hands for a week, and 
I want to get clear of them. 

Mr. MASON. The gentleman knows very 
well, if I yield the floor I shall not again have an 
| opportunity to get the bill up. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Virginia moves to take upa bill to carry 
| into effecta convention between the United States 
| and the Republic of New Granada. 

Mr. MASON. It will take but a few minutes. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. 
543) to carry into effect a convention between the 
United States and the Republic of New Granada, 
was read the second time, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. It provides that the 
President of the United States, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint 
acommissioner, whose duty it shall be, conjointly 
with a commissioner appointed by the Govern- 
ment of New Granada, to investigate, adjust, and 
determine the amount of the claims of citizens of 
the United States against the Government of New 
Granada, pursuant to the terms of a convention 
signed at Washington, on the 10th of September, 
1857. And in like manner the President is to ap- 
point a secretary to the commissioner in behalf 
of the United States, versed in the English and 
Spanish languages, and the board is authorized 
to appoint a clerk; and provision is made for the 
compensation of the respective officers who are 
to be appointed, and for such contingent expenses 
of the commission on the part of the United States 
as shall be reasonable and proper. The commis- 
sioner on the part of the United States, in conjunc- 
tion with the commissioner on the part of the Gov- 
| ernment of New Granada, are to be authorized to 
| make all needful rules and regulations for con- 
| ducting the business of their commission; and the 
Secretary of State is to transmit to the commis- 
sioner such papers or records relating to the com- 
mission as he may deem proper, or as may be 
called for by the commissioners; and at the term- 
ination of the commission, all the records, docu- 
| ments, and all other papers which have been 
brought before the commissioners, or which may 
be in possession of their secretary, are to be de- 
posited in the Department of State; but the com- 
| missioner on the part of New Granada is not to 
be prevented from depositing in the Department 
of State certified copies or duplicates of papers filed 
on behalf of hisGovernment instead of originals. 
Upon suggestion by any claimant that a witness 
whose testimony may be deemed important to 
him, refuses, or is unwilling, to testify in regard 
to his claim, it will be competent for the board of 
commissioners to issue a commission to some 
suitable person to take the testimony of the wit- 
ness, yo such witness may be compelled to ap- 
pear and testify before such commissioners in the 
same manner as is now provided by law in the 
case of commissions issued from the courts of the 
United States. All acknowledgment of indebted- 
ness on the part of the Government of New Gra- 
nada to claimants, citizens of the United States, 
not exceeding in the amount awarded any one 
citizen the sum of $1,000, being established by the 
award of the board of commissioners, is to be 
delivered to the Government of the United States, 
and made payable thereto; and the United States 
will thereupon assume and pay to such claimants, 
at the Treasury, upon the certificate of the board 
of commissioners, whatsoever sums of money 
shall have been severally awarded them, the Gov- 
ernment of the United States becoming thereby 
_ the creditor of the Government of New Granada, 
| for the aggregate of all sums so assumed and 
| paid, and entitled to receive, to that extent, the 
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payment stipulated and guarantied under the third 
article of the convention. 1] 


The bill appropriates a sufficient sum to pay || 
apensation of the officers, the contingent || 


sof the commissioner on the part of the 


siates, the compensation and expenses of 
apire under the convention, which is re- 


| to be defrayed by the United States; and | 
the awards which may be made. 


PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair ob- 
, und regrets to observe, general and loud 
iversation in all parts of the galleries. The 
Chair has now to announce that that conversation 
must beentively suspended, Itinterferesseriously 
vith the progress of the business of the body. 
Mr. GREEN. Mr. President—— 
Mr. MASON. Let me perfect the bill. 
Mr. GREEN. I wish to propose anamendment. 
Mr. MASON. I submit to the Senator that, 
representing the Committee on Foreign Relations, | 
who reported the bill, 1 should be allowed to per- 
fect it first, and then he canmove his amendments 
afterwards. 
Mr. GREEN. j 
Mr. MASON. In section three there are two 
blanks, The first is for the compensation of the 
commissioner. This bill, mutatis mutandis, is pre- 


Very well. 


cisely similar to the bill for the same character of |) 


claims against the Government of Paraguay. The 
duration of the commission to adjust the claims 
againstthe Republic of Paraguay was limited, by 
the terms of the treaty, to three months, and Con- 
gress, in raising that commission, fixed the com- 
pensation of the commissioner at $1,500. ‘There 
is a letter here from the Department, accompany- 
ing the convention, dated the 22d of January, in 
which the Secretary says: 

“The act of May 16, 1860, to carry into effect the con- 
vention between the United States and the Republic of Par- 
aguay, would, it is believed, cover the stipulations of the 
convention; but it was difficult to find a person of suitable 
qualifications to accept the office of commissioner under 
the convention with Paraguay at the low rate of compen- 
sation which was provided by the act carrying it into effect. 
It is consequently suggested that, as the commission under 
the convention with Costa Rica—”’ 


It refers equally to New Granada— 


“is authorized to be extended to nine months, the pay of | 
the commissioner should be at the rate of $3,900 a year.” 


I remember very well, as other Senators re- 
member, that several gentlemen were invited to 
act as commissioners in the case of Paraguay, and 
declined it. It is important that we should have | 
acompetent man 1 move, therefore, in accord- 
ance with the suggestion of the Secretary, to fill 
that blank with ** $2,500.’’ 











Mr. GWIN. I suggest to the Senator, why | 
not make it the amount which the Secretary rec- | 
ommended—$3,000? This is a very important | 
office. 

Mr. MASON. Allow me one moment. It is | 
rather more than the Secretary recommended, to 
avoid fractions. The Secretary recommended 
compensation at the rate of $3,000; but as the 
commission is to continue only nine months, this | 
sum is ata rate rather more than that. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator || 


from Virginia moves to amend by filling the blank | 
with $2,500.” 

Mr.GWIN. I suggest to the Senator who rep- | 
resents the committee, that nine months is a very 
short period in which to transact all this business. 
There are claims to the amount of $600,000 in Cal- 
ifornia. Iam very sorry that limitation is in the 
bill. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MASON. The next blank is in line six 
of the third section, “ for services of secretary and 
interpreter.”’ The law requires that that secretary 
shall be versed in the English and Spanish lan- 
guages, requiring a peculiar sort of man. I move 


to fill that blank with $2,000. | 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. SEWARD. 


on Foreign Relations, I wish to move a further 


amendment; to strike out of section seven the fol- || 


lowing words: 


** Not exceeding, in the amount awarded any one citizen, | 
the sum of $1,000.” 


Mr. SEWARD. It was thought there was no 1 


necessity for that discrumination in the bill. j 
Mr GREEN. That is the identical amend- | 
ment | intended to propose. 
Mr.SEWARD. I alwaysthink, when I come 





In behalf of the Committee 











to the same conclusion with the honorable Sen- 
ator, that I am sure to be right. 
-The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MASON. Since this bill was reported, 


| the necessity has arisen for a similar convention 


to adjust claims that have been admitted by the 


Republic of Costa Rica; and I therefore offer, as || 
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| 


an amendment to this bill, exactly the same pro- | 


visions, to carry out the convention with Costa 
Rica, as are contained in the bill to carry out the 
convention with New Granada. I offer it as an 
amendment to this bill in order that both may be 
provided for in the same bill: 

Sec. 9. That the President of the United States, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint 
a commissioner, whose duty it shall be, conjointly with 


|| a commissioner appointed by the Government of Costa 


Rica, to investigate, adjust, and determine the amount of 
the claims of citizens of the United States against the Gov- 
ernment of Costa Rica, pursuant to the terms of a conven- 
tion signed at San Jose, on the 2d day of July, 1860. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the compensa- 
tion of the commissioner for whose appointment provision 
is made by this act, shall be, in full for his services, $—; 
and the President of the United States shall! be, and he is 


| hereby, authorized to make such provision for the contin- 
| gent expenses of the said commission on the part of the 


United States as shall to him appear reasonable and proper. 

Sec. ll. And be it further enacted, That the said com- 
missioner on the part of the United States, in conjunction 
with the commissiorer on the part of Costa Rica, shall be, 
and he is hereby, authorized to make all needful rules and 
reguiations for conducting the business of their said com- 
mission; such rules and regulations not contravening the 
Constitution of the United States, the provisions of this act, 
or the provisions of the said convention. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
State is hereby authorized and required to transmit to the 
said commissioner such papers or records relating to the 
said commission as he may deem proper, or as may be 
called for by the said commissioners, and at the termina- 
tion of the commission, all the records, documents, and all 


| other papers which have been brought before the commis- 


sioners, or Which may be in possession of their secretary, 
shall be deposited in the Department of State: Provided, 


That this section shall not be so construed as to prevent | 
the commissioner on the part of Costa Rica from deposit- | 


ing in the said Department certified copies or duplicates 


| of papers filed on behalf of his Government, instead of ori- 
| ginals. 


Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That upon suggestion 
by any claimant that a witness whose testimony may be 
deemed important to him, refuses or is unwilling to testify 
in regard to his claim, it shall be competent for said board 
of commissioners to issue a commission to some suitable 
person to take the testimony of such witness, and such 
witness may be compelled to appear and testify before such 
commissioners in the same manner us is now provided by 
law in the case of commissions issued from the courts of the 
United States. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That for the compen- 
sation of the commission authorized by the first section, 
and the contingent expenses of the commission on the part 
of the United States, and for the compensation and ex- 
penses of the umpire under the said convention, which are 
required to pe defrayed by the United States, such sums as 
may be necessary {e. and they hereby are, appropriated, 
out of any money in the Treasury ict Otherwise appropri- 
ated. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair ob- 
serves certain blanks in this amendment. Does 
the Senator from Virginia propose to fill them? 

Mr. MASON. [think there is but one blank. 
There is a blank there for the salary of the com- 
missioner. If there is any other, the Secretary 
will be good enough to notify the Chair, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the 
only one, the Chair is informed. 

Mr. MASON. The commission in this case 
also is limited in its duration to nine months, as 
was the case with New Granada. I move to fill 
the blank with the same sum, $2,500. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 


0. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chairun- 
derstands from the Secretary that a verbal amend- 
ment is required in the fourteenth section, to make 
it conform. 


Mr. MASON. Itisa mere verbal modification 


t 


'that is required, to strike out ‘*second,’’ and 


insert ** tenth.”’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That modifi- 
cation will be made? 

The amendment as amended was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended; 
and the amendments were concurred in, and the 
bill ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time. 
It was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. GREEN. The title of the bill ought to be 
amended, by adding the words *‘ and Costa Rica.”’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That modifi- 
cation will be made by common consent, 


PRINTING OF DOCUMENTS. 
Mr. FITCH. I am directed by the Committee 











re a eee een 








nae tan 
on Printing, to whom was referred a bill (S. No 
552) relative to printing extra numbers of mes. 
sages, reports, and documents, to report it back 
without amendment, and recommend its passace 
It is designed to protect Congress from and after 





February 13, 


| the 4th of March, under the new system of print- 


ing, from errors, &c., into which they are now 
almost necessarily led. The billis very brief, and 


_ can lead to no discussion; and I desire to put it 


on its passage at once. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Indiana asks the general consent of the Sen- 
ate to consider the bill indicated by him. 

Mr. CAMERON. I hope not. 

Mr. FITCH. If there is any opposition, | 
shall not press it. It isa matter of public interest. 

Mr. CAMERON. I have a motion to make of 
more importance. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection be- 
ing made to its consideration, the bill lies over, 

Mr. FITCH. Does a single objection carry 
the consideration of the bill over? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It does, on the 
day it is reported. 


COUNTING OF ELECTORAL VOTES. 


Mr. CAMERON. I move now to take up the 
regular order of the day, the tariff bill. [‘*Ohno!”’| 

Mr. TRUMBULL. | Before we proceed to the 
consideration of that bill, which of course will 
take considerable time to dispose of, | desire to 
make a report in connection with our business 
to-day in the other House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania yield the floor? 

Mr. CAMERON. I cannot, unless it is under- 
stood that | give way only for that purpose; and 
that, after that, my motion can be carried into 
effect. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I suppose it isa privileged 
question, connected with the election of President, 
to carry out the action of the two Houses meeting 
in joint convention, I am instructed by the com- 
mittee appointed on the part of the Senate and 
the House of Representatives to make a report. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania yield the floor? 

Mr. CAMERON. With the understanding 
that my motion is to be carried into effect imme- 
diately afterwards, I will. 

Mr. HALE. 1 do not agree to that. 

Mr. CAMERON. Then I do not yield. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I move to suspend all 
other business for the purpose of making a report 
from the committee of the two Houses, in con- 
nection with the election of President. It is a 
mere formal resolution, and I suppose it will be 
adopted in a moment. 

r. MASON. It seems to me to be but re- 
spectful to a coérdinate department of the Gov- 
ernment, that this subject should be acted on 
promptly. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair has 
no hesitation in regarding the proposition of the 
Senator from Illinois as a privileged one, con- 
nected as it is with the proceedings of this day in 
reference to the election of President and Vice 
President, and will receive the report of the Sen- 
ator from Illinois. 

Mr. CAMERON. Then I shall give way; be- 
cause, if it is a privileged question, it does not in- 
terfere with my motion. 

Mr. BIGLER. Certainly not. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The committee of the two 
Houses, appointed to devise a mode for canvass- 
ing the votes for President and Vice President of 
the United States, and for notifying the persons 
elected of their election, have instructed me to 
make the following report: 


That the joint committee, in further execution of the 
duties with which they were charged by the two Houses 
of Congress, have agreed to the following resolution, in 
which resolution their committee recommend to the Sen- 
ate to concur: 

Resolved, That a committee of one member of the Senate 
be appointed by that body, to join a committee of two 
members of the Honse of Representatives to be appointed 
by that House, to wait on Abraham Lincoln, of Ilinots, 
and to notify him that he bas been duly elected President 
of the United States for four years, commencing with the 
4th day of March, 1861; and also to notify Hannibal Ham- 
lin, of Maine, that he has been duly elected Vice President 
of the United States for four years, commencing with the 
4th day of March, 1861. 


Mr. MASON. I do not know whether that 
resolution is in the usual form, and I will ask the 
Senator that question. 
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Mr. TRUMBULL. It is copied from prior blame there be, for its not having been promptly || of the operation of the present tariff for the three 


resolutions. , | 
The resolution was agnsidered by unanimous 
conseni, and agreed to. | 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. FITCH, (while Mr. Simmons was address- 
ing the Senate on the tariff bill.) I distike very 
much to interrupt the Senator from Rhode Island, 
or any other gentleman, while speaking; but I ap- 
eal to his courtesy to yield me the floor for a mo- 
ment, for a personal explanation, though on a mat- 
ter which is, perhaps, of little importance in itself. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Certainly. 

Mr. FITCH. I desire the Clerk to read an ex- 
tract, which I have marked, from the report pre- 
sented to the House of Representatives yesterday, 
on the subject of the Indian bonds. It is very 
brief. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

“ By reference to the abstract marked ‘A,’ herewith trans- 
mitted, it will be seen that the Government still holds State 
bonds and certificates and United States stocks for certain 
Indian tribes to the amount of $2,525,241 82. These bonds, 
as wellas the eight hundred and seventy abstracted, and one 
Indiana bond handed to Hon. G. N. Fircn, and not returned 
by him to the Department, for reasons assigned in his cor- 
respondence with Godard Bailey, were purchased from time 
to time, by authority of law, with the money of the Indians 
arising from treaty stipulations.”’ 

Mr. FITCH. Had the correspondence been 
— in the Globe, of course it would have 
yorne its own explanation, and I should never 
have alluded to it; but that not being published, 
I deem it eee to state the reasons why this 
bond has not been returned. Itis the bond to 
which I alluded a day or two since, when asking | 
the Senate to refer, with instructions, a certain 
bill to the Judiciary Committee, in order to bring 
to a close the comroversy between my State an 
the United States relative to payment of interest 
on Indiana bonds held in trust by Government. 
Some years since (to state briefly the manner in 
which the bond came into my possession) the 
Secretary of the Interior, either personally or 
through some clerk—I do not recollect, it is im- 
material which—stated to me, as one of the Sen- 
ators from Indiana and a member of the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs, that these bonds were held 
in trust by him for the Indians, and the interest 
was unpaid by Indiana; that he was about to ask 
Congress to authorize him, or some one else, to 
institute proceedings in law, or in some other 
manner, for the security or recovery ofthe amount 
of the bonds and the interest, unless the State 
consented to some arrangement by which the in- 
terest was promptly paid. 

Of course, like any representative from any 
other State, | was unwilling that my State should 
be placed before Congress in the attitude in which 
a debate on any such proceedings would place it; 
and at the suggestion, therefore, of the officer 
with whom the conversation was had, I opened 
a correspondence with the%hen executive of In- 
diana, upon the subject; and in order that the 
application on the part of the Department should 
be thoroughly understood by the State Executive, 
and the class of bonds known, the Secretary 
placed in my hands one of the bonds—a $1,000 
bond—as a specimen of its class, that I might in- 
close or describe it to the Governor. ‘The cor- 
respondence resulted, as I remarked the other day 
in the debate, namely: in my discovering that the 
bond vas of a class which the State supposed it 
had provided the means of paying, or at least re- 
leased itself from any direct fability for payment | 
in other manner, by the passage of the bill by 
which it agreed to surrender the Wabash and 
Erie canal for the bonds. The United States never 
surrendered the bonds in their possession, in or- 
der to exchange them for certificates in the stock 
of the canal; and it is not now, nor was it two 
years since, probable that Congress would au- 
thorize such an exchange, because the canal has 
proved worthless. By this correspondence, there- 
fore, I learned that the bonds were no better, ap- 

arently, than waste paper; and hence some care- 

essness, probably, in not seeing that the one 
placed in my hands was immediately returned to 
the Department. Durine the correspondence that 
bond became misle.id, whether among the Gov- 
ernor’s papers or mine, I know not; but having 
been placed in my custody by the Department, | 
and I alone being responsible for its return, it || 
should be among my papers, and therefore I as- | 
sume all the responsibility and all the blame, if |, 


| 
| 
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| have been as well for the Senator from New York 
to hear the reasons for thatamendment before he | 


| tor notice that I desired to hear him; and so I 


| of the finances of the country. Having obtained 
a report from the proper Department of the result | 


returned. | 

That it will be found and returned, there can || 
searce be a doubt. It will thus be seen that one || 
of the, perhaps too few, good-natured acts of my | 
life; an act to which I assented out of regard, on 
the one side, to the good name and reputation of | 


my State; and, on the other, a desire, in the dis- | 


| entire years that it has been in operation, together 


with the returns of the first half of the current 
year, with the estimate of the Secretary of the 
Treasury for what will come in in the two remain- 
ing quarters of the present year, we found that, 
under the provisions o/ the tariff act of 1857, there 


_ have been thrown on the market in the first three 


charge of what I felt to be a duty, to save to the || years $1,017,000,000, upon which there have been 
United States Treasury a sum annually appro- || paid $144,000,000 in duties. The current year, 


priated to meet interest which the officers of the | 
Government claimed was due from that State, has | 


caused my name to be lugged into this House | 


taking what has been paid for the first two quar- 


| ters, and what has been estimated by the Secre- 
1] 


tary of the Treasury for the next two, will give 


report ina sort Mcrae dag ere witha recent / $40,000,000 of revenue; and thus we have, for four 


matter, and one altogether foreign to that which 


years, $184,000,000 of duties upon importations 


was the subject of correspondence between the | of about $1,300,000,000; showing an average duty 


Department and myself. I say with the Depart- | 
ment, because part of the correspondence was | 
directly with the Secretary, not all, as the report | 
would imply, with his clerk. A description of 


of 14) per cent., and an average income of the 
} sum of $46,000,000. The expenditures for the 
} 


three years, which are entire years, under this 
bill, have been $66,000,000 per annum. Last year 


the bond is recorded in the Department, and its || they were only $60,000,000; but it will be recol- 


identification therefore easy. s the matter oc- 
curred some years (two, or thereabouts) since, as 
it had no connection, direct or remote, with that 


which it was supposed the committee was ap- || 


pointed to investigate, as no loss could, by any | 
possibility, occur from it to the United States, or | 
gain to any individual, I do not, I confess, clearly 
comprehend the necessity for making allusion to 
ita part of the report. Neitheristhe motive any 
moreclear Relative to that, however, I will in- 
dulge in no supposition, trusting it was one which, 
if known, would commend itself to respect. 


THE TARIFF. 
On motion of Mr. CAMERON, the Senate, as 


in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill (H. R.‘No. 338) to provide for 
the payment of outstanding Treasury notes, to 
authorize a loan, to regulate and fix the duty on 
imports, and for other purposes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is | 
advised that there are severalamendments which | 
have been reported from the select committee; | 
and the first thing in order will be the considera- | 
tion of the amendments reported from that com- 
mittee. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. President, as this bill 
is brought up for the purpose of being considered 
by the Senate at the present time, I shall proceed 
to state, for the information of the Senate, the 
grounds taken by the committee, and the reasons 
upon which they have based the amendments | 
they propose'to it. I had not supposed myself | 
that this bill would be taken up this morning any | 
further than to assign it for consideration to-mor- 
row; and perhaps I have not here some of the | 
data which | intended to read. If the Senate pre- 
fer to take these amendments up in the order in 
which they are proposed, and act upon them, [ | 
will explain them; but I have been requested to | 
state the general grounds on which these amend- | 





ments are suggested by some members who are || 


in favor of the bill. 

Mr. SEWARD. I wish to make a suggestion | 
to the Senator from Rhode Island. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- | 
ator from Rhode Island yield ? 

Mr. SIMMONS. Certainly. 

Mr. SEWARD. IL understood the honorable | 
Senator to ask whether it was proposed to take 
up the amendments first, or that he should go on. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SEWARD. I wish simply to give him | 
notice that, at the proper time—to suit his own 
convenience about it—I shall propose to strike 
out of this bill the provisions, as well of the 
amendments as of the original bill, for abolishing 
or modifying the warehousing system of the Uni- 
ted States. I will submit that motion at his con- 
venience, either now or at any other time. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Well, sir, perhaps it might 


| 


concluded to vote against it. 
Mr. SEWARD. I gave the honorable Sena- | 


suspended the offering of the amendment until I 
should hear his remarks. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I was about to say, when I 
was interrupted, that the committee to which this 
subject was referred had first to consider the state 


lected that the Post Office appropriation bill for 
that year failed, and was paid during this year; 
making an average of $68,000,000 for each year 
of the last three, exclusive of payments on ac- 
count of interest on the public debt. That is just 
$20,000,000 more than we have received annually, 
beside the interest on the public debt; which, at 
the end of the present fiscal year, will amount to 
| over $5,500,000 per annum. When this Admin- 
istration came into power, there was a public debt 
requiring about $1,500,000 interest per annum, 
That debt has been increased, and will have been 
increased, by the end of this fiscal year, to an 
amount which will require $4,000,000 additional 
per annum; making a deficit, under the present 
tariff law, of $24,000,000 annually; for, I take 
it, that the incidental payments—payments for 
claims, &c.—will absorb all that we receive from 
the public lands. 

We therefore had to provide, or seek to provide, 
for a deficiency of from $20,000,000 to $24,000,000 
a year; and like all other questions of this kind, 
it is very easy for people to complain of any mode 
for increasing your revenue, but very difficult to 
find anybody willing to pay a dollar towards its 
increase. I have found that the invariable rule, 
Every interest that you propose to require money 
from, comes here with a protest and a committee 
to back it up invariably. We therefore supposed 
it was our duty to propose a measure that would 
increase this revenue at least $20,000,000 a year. 
The rate of duty under the present law havin 
realized about 14; per cent., the actual rates would 
be 16 per cent. if equal amounts were imported 
in all the schedules. We propose to carry the 
measure up to an average of 20per cent. upon the 
whole importations—about what the late Seeretary 
of the Treasury in his first annual report said this 
present bill would yield. It is an addition to the 
| present rates of about one third—nearly 30 per 
cent. We have endeavored to attain that end. 
We have carried up many of the articles of these 
schedules from one fourth to one third, embrac- 
/ ing many things on the dutiable schedules that 
| have hitherto been free. In almost every ‘ques- 
| tion in which we have imposed higher rates of 
duties than the existing law, we have been metby 
delegations fairly representing the wishes, un- 
doubtedly, of those who sent them here, remon- 
strating against the increase. 

I have now given a general outline of the ne- 
cessity of this bill. I believe nobody supposes 
that in ant probable contingency we can import 


r 


} 


|| any considerable amount annually more than we 
|| have done for the last three years. There were 


larger importations in those three years than there 
have béen for any three years since the existence 
ofthe Government, bya very considerable amount. 
They were 15 or 20 per cent. larger than they 
ever were before, in any three previous years. 
They were three very prosperous years, inter- 
| rupted at one time, in 1857; but the aggregate 
amount of importations in that year was nearly 
, $300,000,000, including the quantity in the ware- 

house. In rajsing this revenue, the committee 
concluded to go upon the general plan, where they 
had made specific duties, of placing about 25 per 
cent. upon the fair, wholesale market value of 
goods, as the duty specifically to be laid, where 
the value was known to them. Where those 
values were not distinctly known in thiscountry, 
| they have fixed upon a rate of 30 per cent. asa 

maximum upon those articles which come in com- 
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try. As an exception to this, they have raised 
the duty to 334 per cent. on such wines as are not 
specific. They have put a specific duty upon the 
higher cost wines, as well asa specific duty upon 
brandies and spirits. 

I make the statement of the general outline of 
the plan. It will not do for Senators to criticise 
this measure by the statements that have been 
printed and laid on our tables, in order to see 
whether or not we have exceeded those rates. 
During the investigation on this subject, there has 
been an unusual degree of interest manifested 
throughoutthe country. Various memorials have 
come here saying this was suddenly sprung upon 
the country, asking us to delay its consideration 
until they couid find out what the provisions of 
this bill were; but we could find no reason for 
delay when we came to reflect that this bill has 
been printed more than two years; that it passed 
the House of Representatives very nearly a _ 
ago; was printed in all the newspapers; came here 
to the Senate, and was referred to the Committee 
on Finance, I believe, on the 10th of May last; 
and has been, so far as the friends of a sound 
system of duties are concerned, approved of and 
intended to be passed from that day to this, when- 
ever there was an opportunity to get at its con- 
sideration. 

We have endeavored strictly to confine our- 
selves within the rules that I have stated in the 
general route of travel in changing this revenue 
system. We have not been unmindful, at the 
same time, of the effect that such increased rates 
of duty would have upon the industry of the 
country, upon the consumers of merchandise of 
the country, and its effect upon commerce; for, 
let me say, that every member of that committee, 
so far as I know, and I believe every one, ex- 
pressed the opinion that they regarded the navi- 
gating and commercial interests of this country 
with as high a degree of favor as any other pur- 
suits in the country. There is no purpose to 
trench upon them or to raise this revenue to their 
detriment any further than a sufficient revenue 
may prove a detriment toall who have to pay the 
taxes. There was no purpose of crippling any 
branch of trade. The delegations that have been 
before us from the different cities representing 
the commercial and navigating interests of the 
country, have all been assured that we intend no 
hostile purpose against those branches of busi- 
ness and industry; and I trust they were assured 
in such a manner that they will return to their 
constituencies and make that declaration without 
hesitation. 

The Senator from New York has called my 
attention to the warehousing system; and as that 
is upon my mind, I will speak upon it now. The 
committee have very much increased the time 
allowed by the bill as it came from the House of 
Representatives. That biil required the duties to 
be paid within one month from the time of entry, 
and all goods in warehouse to pay the duties in 
cash within thirty days from the passage of this 
bill. We have taken into consideration the pe- 
culiar state of the country, the vast amount of 
imports now in the warehouses, and in order to 
prevent a sudden call on these importers for the 
amount of revenue upon those imports, have con- 
cluded to postpone the operation of the bill in ref- 


erence to the warehouse system for nearly five | 


months, until the Ist of July next, leaving the im- 
porters of those goods an opportunity, and then, 
after that time, we are not to call for the duties 
under three months, postponing all claim upon 
the goods now in warehouse until the Ist of Oc- 
tober next, unless they desire to take them out 
sooner for consumption. We considered that was 
due to the presentcondition of the country—altered 
as it has been in many respects since the orders 
for these goods was given—in order to relieve the 
importers from any sudden call on them for the 
payment of these duties, much as the Treasury 
required them. Iam told that the amount of these 
goods at presentin warehouse is from $50,000,000 
to $60,000,000, with an amount of duty on them 
perhaps of $10,000,000 or $12,000,000. 

We have then made a further provision that, 
after the duties have been paid, the importers shall 
have a right to reship these goods to any port in 
a foreign country any time within six months 
thereafter, and have a return of the duties, with 
a reduction of 1 per cent. I suggested to a meet- 


petition with the labor and industry of our coun- 


ing of a committee of the Chamber of Commerce 
of New York, that, if it was to their conve- 
nience, I would be willing to extend it to nine 
months beyond that time; makingin all, from the 
| time of entry to the time at which they would 
| have a right to a return of the duties, one year. 
j 





A single member of that committee said that 
he thought that ought to be satisfactory; others 
thought the time should be extended even further; 
but, upon consultation with other members of the 
committee, we thought that that was as long a 
| time as was safe for the Treasury. We thought 


| 


| it was the duty of the committee to look to the 


interests of this Government. One of the reasons 
for not extending the time for the payment of 
duties is this: goods go into warehouse to a very 
much larger extent than usual when there is a re- 
vulsion in trade. At the very time when the Gov- 
ernment is getting but very little money from im- 
portations, owing to the stagnation of business, 
what little imports come in go into warehouse to 
avoid the payment of duties, as we have seen 
within the last sixty days; and we have been 
driven into the streets for money with the exac- 
tions that have been made upon this Government, 
of from 12 to 36 per cent. per annum, for the loan 
of money for a year. 

That circumstance seems to be brought up here 
by some members of the Senate as a matter of 
gratification to them that the Government of the 
United States should be reduced to these necessi- 
ties. It is a matter of great mortification to me 
that the credit of this Government should be im- 
paired under any circumstances; and it is for the 
reason that we cannot afford to give these exten- 
sive credits that we have hitherto done, that the 
committee thought it prudent and expedient, nay, 
even indispensable, to the safety of the Govern- 
ment that they should be shortened. When cred- 
its were extended, and this warehouse system was 
first adopted, one year was the extent of the term 
for which they could lie in warehouse; but, as our 
resources increased, we had vast amounts of 
money in our Treasury doing nobody any good, 
locked up from the community; and these credits 
were enlarged in order that the money might do 
good to somebody, and they were enlarged with- 
out interest, and properly enlarged; for any facil- 
ity we can give to trade and commerce, without 
paying too dearly for it ourselves, we ought cheer- 
fully to give. But when we come to such a pass 
that the interests of the Government require us 
either to exact this pay in a reasonable time, or to 
go into the street to hire money to carry on the 
Government, I think duty to the Government re- 
quires us to shorten the credit within a reasona- 
ble time, not to shorten it so that we should em- 
barrass the importersof merchandise. We propose 
to give them three months to look about them- 
selves, and make arrangements and negotiations 
by which to obtain money to pay these duties; 
whereas the bill, as it originally passed the House, 
provided that the duties should be paid in thirty 


days. 

y consideration for notextending the time 
for this drawback beyond nine months is this: 
these debenture bonds, as they used to be called, 
where goods were subject to drawback, will ac- 
cumulate and enlarge themselves according to the 
length of the time they are outstanding; and we 
thought that the sum of $5,000,000, or $6,000,000, 
perhaps $10,000,000, in active times of commerce, 
would be as much as it would be safe to allow to 





accumulate against the Treasury in prosperous 
times; for it will be recollected that the period of 
the greatest exportation of this foreign merchan- 
dise that is in our warehouses, is when thereisa 
revulsion of trade in this country. When the mar- 
ket is dull here, merchants look abroad to sell the 

oods that are in warehouse. When the market 


| is dull here, the receipts of the Treasury are small; 
| and at the very time when we shall be receiving 


the least into the Treasury, there will be most of 
these goods exported, and most of these deben- 
ture bonds come upon the Treasury for payment; 
so that it will cut us off at both ends. e shall 


| be receiving little and paying out much in times 


of revulsion. Five or six million dollars, in my 


judgment, is as much as it is safe to let accumu- 


ate against the Treasury at such times. For this 
reason, we thought we should not extend the time, 


| after duties are paid, beyond nine months. I am 
| willing to do that much for the convenience of the | 
'} merchants. 
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I have stated it to these different gentlemen, who 
represented the great commercial cities, and I had 
thought and expected thgt the disposition of the 
committee to do everything within the verze o¢ 
prudence that they could do, without jeopardiz. 
ing the Treasury too much, would have satisfieg 
these importers of foreign merchandise. But, Mr 
President, whatever these delegations may say 
when they return to their constituents, I will sq 
for them that they pressed their free-trade notions 
here, and their adherence to that idol with more 
than an eastern devotion. Nothing will induce 
them to give up this idea of having goods remain 
three years without paying duties. No conces- 
sions that I have been able to make will appease 
them; and therefore, notwithstanding the state- 
ment of the Senator from New York, if he shall 
move to strike this all out, and leave it at three 
years, I shall appeal to the Senate, when that 
time comes, to protect the Government of their 
country. I shall beas liberal as I think the Goy- 
ernment can afford to be; for it is a great deal 
more pleasant to be liberal than to be exacting, 
and more according to my disposition; but I know 
itis time that this Government was looking about 
it, and providing means for its expenses without 
resorting to loans every year. 

I have stated that for four years I have endeav- 
ored to induce those who had the charge of the 
finances of the Government to look at this thing as 
it was, and try to provide a remedy for it. We 
have been put off with promises and hopes and 
delusions that this thing would yet come out right; 
that we should get money enough under the pres- 
ent tariff to carry on the Government. Instead 
of that, we have got an average of $46,000,000 a 
year, for four years, in the most prosperous times 
the country ever knew for importations. As to 
these estimates in regard to the receipts for the 
er two quarters, | say nothing about them. 

take them as the Secretary hands them, whether 
too much or too little. I never venture, myself, 
to say what six months will bring in. I can only 
tell, and only profess to be able to tell, very nearly 
what $100,000,000, under any particular tariff, 
will yield in revenues; but as to how many hun- 
dred millions will come in in a year, is a matter I 
never have ventured a conjecture on. 

As to these immense rates which have been 
charged in this bill, and which have been got up 
to elucidate the difficulties of collecting the reve- 
nue with specific duties, or with duties partly 
specific and partly ad valorem, | believe I shall 
defer any comments upon them until we come to 
the practical application on the amendments which 
the committee have reported. I will only say, in 
passing, that these gentlemen who have called on 
me have appeared to be very candid men. They 
have answered every question I[ have asked them, 
as to the market value of the goods they liave 
made calculations upon, with the utmost frank- 
ness. I have no dowbt they intended to make 
these statements fairly; but they have been most 
egregiously mistaken as to the laws of the Uni- 
ted States for the collection of revenue that now 
exist, and as to the probable results of this bill 
now under consideration. In many instances, I 
see they vary 20 or 30 per cent. upon the duties 
now imposed upon the merchandise that they 
pass upon. For instance, they take carpets, and 
they say the present duty is 19 per cent.; and we 
are going to raise it to a fabulous amount. If I 
understand the act of 1857,’and the men who are 
importing under it tell me aright, the duty now is 
24, instead of 19 per cent. Then, in ail these cal- 
culations, I see they reckon the pound sterling at 
$4 44. Everybody that knows anything about 
it, knows that our laws require duties to be as- 
sessed at $4 84 to the pound sterling; so that they 
make the cost less and the duties more upon this 
specific amount by 10 per cent., besides what mis- 
iakes iney make in reckoning the rates of duty; 
and they make a vast increase in these duties, 
when in fact there is no increase at all. 

I was struck with one of these tables that 
showed the enormous rates on woolen goods and 
shawls, that duty was from 293 to 41 per rar 
upon this English calculation of $4 44 to the 
poundsterling. I asked the gentleman who handed 











| me this table to tell me the cost of the shawls that 


he was selling and dealt in. He gave pen shots 
cost, and gave me the amount of duty in this bt" 
by the pound rate, calculated in cents and parts 


|; of a cent, and then the percentage, and after hav- 
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ing told him we designed to my 30 per cent. upon 
these foreign goods, he gave me five specimens. 
The first shawl cost him 12} francs, weighed 
eighteen ounces, and aid 68 cents duty; that was | 
3] per cent. upon the dutiable value. The next one | 
cost 17 francs, weighed twenty-one ounces, and | 
paid 93 cents; that is 30 per cent. The next one | 
cost 22 francs, weighed thirty-one ounces, paid | 
$1 14 duty, which was 31 per cent. The fourth | 
cost 25 frances, weighed thirty ounces, and paid 
$1 33 duty, which was 30 per cent. The next | 
cost 32 francs, weighed thirty-nine ounces, and 
paid $1 74 duty, which was 30 per cent. There 
were five articles that he had on his paper, in all | 
of which we came within 1 per cent. in our cal- 
culations of what were the actual duties on his in- 
voice. I told him that, though we were not all 
Yankees, we were all pretty good at guessing. 

1 then asked him the wholesale price of these 
goods as he sold them. He gave me the price of 
the first, on which he paid 68 cents duty, as $3 50, 
the wholesale market value. That at 20 percent. 
would be 70 cents, and the duty was 68 cents. 
The next one cost him 17 francs, which would pay | 
93 cents duty, and it was sold at $5, at whole- 
sale. We put it at 93 cents, which lacks 7 cents 
of being 20 per cent. on the home value. The 
next originally cost 22 francs, and sold for $6, 
and paid $1 14 duty. Twenty per cent. on that 
would be $1 20, 6 cents more than he will have 
to pay. The next was the one which cost 25 
francs, and the price was $7 50, and will pay 
$1 33 duty. Twenty per cent. on the selling price 
would have been $1 50. The next was the 32) 
francs one, which paid $1 74 duty, and sold for 
from $8 50 to $9, which would be $1 80 duty 
at 20 per cent.; and the duty under this bill is 

1 74. Thus, in all these cases of these enormous 

igh duties, as they are called, that I have been 
able to get at specifically, I do not find a real in- 
stance where, according to the value in the New 
York wholesale market, we put a duty on the 
goods of over 20 per cent., although we designed 
to put it at 25 per cent., and where we knew the 
price, we did put it at that; so that we can under- 
stand this paper that has been handed in, calcu- 
lated with such great accuracy, and intended to 
illustrate the enormous duties that are imposed 
by this bill. 

We see, by the instance given, that every de- 
parture from the common ad valorem rate of duty 
that would show to the greatest advantage has 
been taken up; as, for instance, the one on com- | 
mon English prints, which cost two pencea run- | 
ning yard in England, twenty-four inches wide, 
two thirds of a square yard in each yard. The | 
duties are said to be 45; percent. It is what we 
call the sixty square, or one hundred and twenty 
threads to the square inch, counting both ways. 
That piece of goods paid 1.7 cent a yard. On 
the square yard, there would be a duty of 2 
cents, and 10 per cent. of the whole viet to | 
cover the printing; and the wholesale price of | 
the goods was from 9 to 10 cents a running | 
yard, At 10 cents, the duty to be paid is 17 per | 
cent.; and that is selected as an instance of the 
extravagant rate of duty imposed by this bill. At 
the common selling price in New York, it is 17 
per cent.; and it is ciphered out here to be 45} 
per cent. on the English prices. They have put 
this print down to cost, 3.072 cents a running 
yard. Ido not believe | have known the time 
within ten years that you could buy a piece of the 
gray cloth for that money, not printed. I know 
something about the price of English printing 
cloths. 

I have been unable to find any of the great ex- | 
travagances that are charged to this bill in many 
of these papers. JI have no doubt that Senators 
will recollect—the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. 
Hunter,j who was at the head of the Finance 
Committee, must certainly recollect—that we had 
some two or three hundred memorials from the 
agents of the Sheffield makers of steel, which were 
sent around to all the blacksmiths in the United 
States to be signed, stating what extravagant | 
duties were put upon steel. They said this bill | 
increased the duty from 40 to 261 percent. The | 
Senator from Virginia used to come here every | 
morning with a handful of petitions, as a sort of | 
bill of indictment against the extravagance of the | 
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bill now before us. Such great importance had | 


I] 


these parties, we had a meeting —assigned aneven- 
ing to receive the delegations before the committee, 
I invited the Senator from Virginia to attend, but 
he could not come; butall the rest of the members 

of the committee were there to hear these parties 

state their grievances, and the terrible effects, the 

ruinous effects, that this bill was going to produce 

upon their interests. It turned out, after about 

three hours’ session, that taking the representa- 

tions of the Sheffield manufacturers and the great 

workers of steel in this country, after they had 

argued this question to their hearts’ content, one 

of the men, a consumer of steel, suggested that 
we should take a quarter of a cent off one of the 

rates of duty, and with that he would be perfectly 

content. They had been memorializing Cavan 

and used up a ream of paper, and when they got 
to the point, they wanted one of the specific rates 
altered one quarter ofa centa pound. Thecom- 
mittee concluded, if they could sleep one night 
over it, that probably they would not disturb us 

any more. The next morning one person from 

each delegation came to my room, to inquire the 
conclusion at which the committee had arrived. 

I told them, for the committee, that we had con- 
cluded not to alter it atall. They said they came 
tv tell me they were perfectly satisfied, and were 
very glad to hear that we had not changed it. 

Mr. CAMERON. If the Senator will allow 
me, I do not desire to interrupt him, but merely 
to ask his opinion on the rate of duty on chain 
cable. Some objection has been made to that. I 
should like to hear him on that point. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Iam not familiar with the 
manufacture of chain cable, and I am now givin 
a mere explanation of the principle of the bill. 1 
merely desire to disabuse the mind of the Senate 
ofany influence received by these memorials which 
have been sent to us. I only wish to state this 
question in regard to steel, which has agitated this 
country more perhaps than any other question that 
has been brought before Congress for five years. 
My friend from Minnesota [Mr. Wirkinson] had 
one of these memorials from Rhode Island. He 
thought it was a little singular that Rhode Island 
steel-workers should send a memorial tohim. He 
called my attention to it, and [ told him I knew 
why it was not senttome. They knew I would 
give them considerable of a lecture if 1 founda 
man in Rhode Island who did not know more 
about this tariff than to send such a memorial as 
that. But I told him we would examine the sub- 
ject and ferret it out. In the first place, the me- 
morial set out with a statement that there was no 
steel made in this country, and that there was a 
vast amount of revenue received from it. I went 
with my friend from Minnesota to the Treasury 
Department, and found the quantity of steel im- 
ported last year, and the amount of duties paid 
on it. I then got the returns from steel-makers 
in and about Pittsburg, and on comparing the 
amount they made with the whole importations, 
1 found that they exceeded the importation vastly 
in that little vicinity around Pittsburg. 

After we had got the rates of duty from the 
Treasury books, I told him the best way to see 
what the rates of duty were, was to go into an 
importer’s store and ask the price of the steel 
that these people talk about. We went into a 
store on the avenue; we found there steel valued 
at the Treasury at seven and three quarters or 
eight and three quarters, I forget which. The 
low-duty steel, which was the high-priced steel, 
was valued at perhaps eight and ihree quarters. 
When we went into the store, I told the importer 
we wanted the price of steel for another purpose 
than to purchase; that we wanted to know what 
it was worth, because we were about to legislate 
dn the subject. He said he had imported rather 
more than he needed, and had sent a lot to Phil- 
adelphia and New York; but he had got the re- 
turns and could answer us precisely: that this 
cast-steel netted him 15 cents a pound. That is 
the market value, and these people are complain- 
ing ata duty of 2centsa pound on it? That is 
what the bill puts on it. It is about 14 per cent. 
upon the market value here; and they get it up 
to 260 per cent. on the foreign cost. Thus, when- 
ever I have undertaken to go to the dealers of 
these articles, as I do before | make a statement 
about them, I have invariably found them to be 
complaining about duties, when they were the 


been given to this duty on steel, so extensively || most reasonable and as little as the Government 
Was it used, that at the request of the agents of || could get along with, without any hardship what- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








ever on anybody. We have just as good a right 
to put this steel at 30 per cent, as any article there 
is. It isthe most highly elaborated fabric that 
is made from iron. It is taken out of the bills of 
Pennsylvania. They say it is a raw material. 
I tell these people that the mainspring of a watch 
is raw material for e watchmaker. He wants 
that to build his watch with, the same as | want 
stecl to put on my plow, only that I happen to 
use iron ones and do not need any steel. 

_ I have traced out very many of these memo- 
rials; [ have gone to the headquarters where im- 
— sell these goods; and I have invariably 
ound in them the most extravagant sort of mis- 
representations as to the operation of this bill. 
You would not replenish your Treasury this cen- 
tury, if you had to follow them all; but when I 
follow out one to its legitimate results, | present 
that to the Senate, and prefer they should mako 
up their mind upon that, rather than to divide 
their attention among a thousand things which 
they cannot recollect. Therefore, I shall not go 
intogencral explanations unless somebody should 
desire it from me on particular subjects; but will 
give another illustration to the Senate in regard to 
these memorials that are traveling around here. 

Weare told of these extravagant duties that are 
placed upon cotton goods, which are said to be all 
the way from 40 to 80 percent. I have the tariff of 

1842, and I have the calculation of their imports 
under that tariff, which has received very great 
condemnation among free traders. For the four 
years that tariff was in operation, the average duty 
collected on the whole of the importations was 
26.7 per cent. There was not 30 per cent. col- 
lected under that high tariff. ‘The duties on these 
coarse cotton goods, under that tariff, were 6 cents 
a square yard; and in this bill that | have reported 
the duty is l cent a square yard—one sixth part 
of what it was under the tariff of 1842; and there 
is more clamor about this than there was about 
the tariff of 1842. There is absolutely more clamor 
against paying acent a square yard for the heavy 
cotton sheetings than there was to pay 6 cents at 
that time. The duty by this bill is not much over 
10 per cent. 

We design to put the lowest rate of duty on 
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goods worn by the laboring classes of the coun- 
try. We put ] cent per square yard on those 
goods that cost generally about 10cents per square 
yard. We put 2 cents on finer goods that prints 
are generally made from, and a great many are 
imported to printhere. We put 3cents on goods 
that generally sell from 8 to 12 cents, countin 
from 140 to 200 threads; above 200 threads, whick 
was omitted in the printing of the bili, on asched- 
ule from 12to 16 cents, we put 4cents; and then 
when the cost is above 16 cents, we put a duty of 
25 per cent., ad valorem. Now, take the aggre- 
gate average of all those, and they will run from 
one sixth to one half what they were in the tariff 
of 1842. There isa terrible complaint made about 
that. With the prices of these goods | am person- 
ally acquainted. I do not want to ask anybody 
to tell me what they will cost, if they tell me how 
many picks they count. For the last thirty years 
they have all been bought by these counts. In 
every newspaper that publishes the account of 
| the sales of print cloths, there is given the count 
and the price. That is the way all the circulars 
come from England; and in addition to that, the 
circulars from England tell you at whatcost you 
| can lay them down in New York; and on that, 
| the prices laid down in New York or Providence, 
we base the market value, and take one fourth of 
it in these specific duties, without any profits or 
any commission. 

There is another question about cotton threads, 
in regard to which a very respectable firm in New 
York has senta eircular here to the Senate. That 
is a case in which it is said the business is to be 
entirely destroyed if we put 30 per cent. on it. 
Thirty per cent. was the duty, I believe, under 
the tariff of 1846; and it is said it is going to de- 
stroy the entire importation of this article; the 
| ladies will not have any thread to do their needle 
| work if you put this on; it is going. to be the utier 


destruction of it. This is printed and laid on 
Senator’s tables. It is froma respectable house. 
i know one of the gentlemen personally. He had 
letters to me from a late colleague of mine. They 
have gone on and showed that it will be a dead 
loss to them if we impose 6 per cent. more duty 
than is now imposed; that it will be a prohibition. 
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Well, I ciphered this over. Here isan invoice of 
thread costing £1,175 sterling, which is a dutiable 
value of $5,687. The duty at 30 per cent. is | 
$1,706 190. Now, if you look at the other charges 
that are made here, you will find that they are as 
much as the dues. In order to make outa loss 
on this theead they put more than $1,700 there as 
charges for commission and interest. The com- 
mission is charged at 7} per cent.; and that is 2} 
per cent, more than | ever had to pay when | 
have had my goods sold; but perhaps they charge | 
it, and very likely they do. As I make it out, | 
giving them 7} percent. commission, and allowing | 
them 4 per cent, for freight, &., they would have | 


1 
| 


story houses upon $1 a day. They have now got 
agreat capital built up by their labor, and people 
now tell us how much they divide on the $50 they 


| putin. They have been at ittwenty years, draw- 


ing no salary, and they have succeeded. If any- 
hody will work as they have—I do not care 
whether they will begin to make pins, screws, 
large hammers, or sheet anchors—if they work as 


| they have done, they will be sure to come out 
_ ahead. I wish every one would have a litue more 


: - | 
about g400 profitafterall these extravagant charges || 


and the duties are paid; but they say it would be | 
a loss to make it, if an additional duty of 6 per | 
cent. is imposed, 
Why, sir, can make out a very satisfactory | 
paper statement at any ume to show loss if you | 
will let me make the charges. If 1 put on $1,700 | 
charges on the sale of thread to the value of £1,175, 
or $9,687 worth, besides the duty, that is 60 per 
cent, on the whole, Ido not expect to have to | 
talk long aboutsuch papers as these are. They are | 
all of the same character. They are made out to | 
make a case exactly as I stated; but if you go 
into the items, you wil! detect the errors. I have | 
not seen one yet which gives the pound sterling | 
as it should be, as the law requires. I have not 
examined them all, but every one I have gone | 
into contains that error, I do not expect that I 
will have time this session to examine them all. | 
We have had as many papers sent to us on this | 
subject as a man could read in seven months, | 


and | do not expect to have to answer all of them, || 


Mr. WADE. How about screws? 

Mr. SIMMONS. It is just the same about | 
screws. I have seen but one or two memorials | 
about them; but as the Senator has mentioned it, | 
i will tell him what the duties are on screws. In | 
the tariff of 1542 there was a duty of 12 cents a | 
pound imposed upon screws of all sizes. This | 
tariff puts the duty at 8and 5 cents; an average | 
of 64 cents. Jn 1542 1 valued all this mercandise. 
[ was for four months getting values from im- 


| 
porters of more than four hundred articles of mer- || 


chandise. 1 got them from importers in every | 
large city of the country, and made up the values | 
from their leuers. The screws then were of a 


different kind, not near as good, and there was not || 


near as much waste of iron to make them. The 
market value then of the large-sized screws was 
40 cents a pound, and small screws were valued 
at 66 cents a pound, and a duty of 25 per cent. 
on those values. By the tariff of 1842, 12 cents per 
pound was puton all kinds, so as to have but one 
rate of duty. The duties in this bill are about 
half as much as the duties then, and the screws 
are worth double. Ltis justabout 25 per cent. upon 
the market value of those screws. I looked the 
books over, and took the samples, a bundred gross 
screws of each sort of various sizes. 1 made the 
average of them myself, and it came out about 
25 per cent. on theaverage. They wanted more 
to be put on the smaller kinds; but I told them 
the rule of the committee was a specific duty equal 
to 25 per cent. on the market value, where we could 
ascertain it; and where we could not, some other | 
mode was adopted. But we endeavored to follow 
that rule invariably. 

It is said these screw manufacturers made an 
immense fortune. I have heard it stated insome 
memorials that there were over $4,000,000 worth 
of screws used in this country every year, But 
if you will get the returns from all the manufac- 
tories, you will find that there was not $1,000,000 
worth of them sold last year, instead of $4,000,000. 
Thatis the way these statements are made. There 
have been, | believe, twenty-twa or twenty-three 
screw manufactories established in New England, 
New York, and New Jersey. There is one in 
New York now; some in Massachusetts; some in 
Rhode Island. There were twenty-two or twenty- 
three of them—lI have seen a listi—and out of the 
twenty-two that were built years back, nineteen 
of them failed and lost all their capital. A good | 
many of them had to pay installments after ney 
set up the factory; and but Ubree or four are stand- 
ing of the whole set. They have fought through | 
and have succeeded in the end when others failed | 
everywhere. This screw company that was the | 
pioneer company was made up of a parcel of | 


of that kind of skill. I think it is the best, So 


much for the screw business, 


thought it was assailed as they assail me person- 
ally in the newspapers, because I happen to be 
put on this committee. I do not know what else 
they can have to say. There is a large interest 
in Rhode Island inthis business; and [never could 
sce way these mechanics were not entitled to just 
as much protection as any other class of people. 
I cannot see why they are notentitled toas much 
protection if they live in Rhode Island, as if they 
lived in any other part of the country. They do 
not ask any more; and if they did, [ would not 
give itto them, I am going to try to do right by 


| 
This duty has been assailed. I have sometimes | 
} 


all interests, if | know how; and I shall expect | 


them to have just as much as others. Ido not 


ask anything because fifteen ortwenty failed and | 


lost all they had. Ido not mean to take anything 
under because these men have been successful. 
They deserve it. They have worked night and 
day for it, and have managed their affairs well. 
They are now competing with the same sort of 
work that is made in England, where money is 
3percent. perannum. They have manufactured 
the screws, and the additional duties put on iron 
willamount to them to $30,000 or $40,000 a year. 
They ask nothing for that. They say, only put 
these duties on, and we shall. be independent of 
England for iron in a little while, and go to Penn- 
sylvania to get it; and so they will. 

I heard a complaint made about the duty on iron 
tast year, About that time there was a man In my 


' yoom who used a very large quantity of pig iron— 
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two or three thousand tons—and a thousand tons 
of wrought iron, every year; and | called his at- 


tention to the duty on wrought iron, and I told | 


him that the State of Pennsylvania wanted some- 
thing more. He looked the bill over, saw that 
there was a duty of $6 on pig iron, and he said: 


| That is about right; [ would rather give $7, if 


they would only make it a little better,’’ So, too, 
when we came to the duty on bar iron, he said: 
“That is about right; all I want is for them to 
make the iron better; | would rather give $20, if 
they would make it good.’? That is the feeling 
of aman who consumes three thousand tons of 
iron a year. He makes stationary engines. You 
find that the people who buy iron in immense 
quantities are not complaining about the duties on 
it. Itisthe people who are agents for the makers 
of itim Wales. They are the men who are com- 
ylaining that we are going to injure the country. 
lr they thought the Americans were to pay the 
whole of this duty, do you think all Sheffield 
would be here about steel and all Wales about 
iron? They think it will come out of their pockets 
in the end. They are not concerned about our 
people paying it. If we paid it, they would not 
care a fig; but these duties will make a competi- 
tion in these articles, and that loss comes out of 
them in the end. That is the way it works. These 
foreign agents are as busy as a Mother Carey’s 
chicken in a storm, whenever you get to this 
tariff. They say: ‘* You will ruin business; you 
tax your people.’’ But when I come to these large 


| consumers, they say: ‘* That is about right; put 


it on; let Pennsylvania have it; and we shall havee 
iron better than we have had.’’ That is my ex- 
perience for the last twenty years. 

1 do not intend to enlarge upon this matter 1 
have told the Senate the general outlines of the 
proceedings of the committee. I shall now state 
further, that, in my deliberate judgment, with 
importations equal to those for the last three 
years under the present tariff—that is, upon 
$1,017,000,000—this bill would give more than 
$200,000,000 of duties, instead of $144,000,000, 
which we have received under the present tariff, 
It is my deliberate judgment that the Treasury 
will wantit. Although | expect, if we are ever 
blessed with a majority in this body and the other 


mechanics whe owned but very little stock, but || House, to reduce the expenses vastly, yet the in- 
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cerca eeaeeeibetsinsansaosionsiannnssameningeenisionaneet ten seni 
terest that will press upon’ us for the next five 
years has got to be raised out of these tariffs, 

Another thing that have to say in reference to 
the amount of money that has been expended is 
that in addition to the estimates we ave voting 
$1,000,000 here and $1,000,000 there, which are 
not estimated for, for building steamers, for trans. 
porting African negroes who have been captured 
in slavers; and those estimates coming from the 
Treasury do not amount to the sum it will be 
necessary for us to raise. Everybody recollects 
that in the year 1857, when the first Treasury note 
bill was presented to the Senate, the chairman of 
the Committee on Finance said that it required 
$12,000,000 to operate the Treasury to advantage; 
$6,000,000 for the Mint service, and $6,000,000 for 
the ordinary operations of the Treasury. Now, 
the Administration coming into power, is coming 
in with a balance of $1,000,000 for both purposes, 
We are going to starve them, to keep them at low 
water mark, with the chin justabove water. The 
Senator from California wants as muchas $500,000 
in San Francisco for the mint. This Government 
will be soon without funds. The last time I was at 
the Treasury Department, they had but $2,000,000 
that were available, and there were requisitions 
upon it for $1,800,000 from one Department. I 
think that, in some form or other, we have got 
to raise more money, so as to have more than 
$1,000,000 or $2,000,000 in the Treasury. We 
must keep $4,000,000 or $5,000,000 there, in my 
opinion. 

Then I have provided a loan in this bill. I had 
nearly forgotten to mention that. I do not believe 
that the coming fiscal year will turn out to be an 
average year for importations or revenue, and I 
have provided aloan. We have now loansenough 
authorized to pay up the Treasury notes outstand- 
ing, including the $10,000,000 which come due 
next January, and to carry on the Government 
to the 30th of June next. That is what is pro- 
vided for; but the deficiencies for the year ending 
June 30, 1862, are not provided for. Unless this 
tariff gives revenue enough for the coming year, 
we must have an additional loan; and I have no 
idea that it will, Ido not believe we shall import 
an average quantity by 20 per cent. In the first 
place, trade is impoverished; credit is very much 
impaired, and we cannot expect this great coun- 
try to revive in three months from such a depres- 
sion as we are now undergoing; and I think it 
prudent to provide for $10,000,000 or $15,000,000 
for the deficiency of the next year. 

I have also got a provision in the bill for issu- 
ing stock at six per cent.; and authorizing the 
Secretary and President, if the bids are not at par, 
to decline to receive them, and to issue in lieu of 
it Treasury notes, in denominations of not less 
than $20, at six per cent., to be receivable in Gov- 
ernment dues, or paid out where the creditors of 
the Government will accept them. Then there 
is another provision, that if any of the loans al- 
ready authorized are not proposed for at par, 
they may convert them into Treasury notes, and 
that those notes may be funded in this stock by 
the holders whenever they choose to take at par 
the stock already authorized. In that way I be- 
lieve we shall relieve ourselves from this entire 
dependence upon the money-lenders and combi- 
nations of money-lenders. If they will not let 
us have it at a fair price, the people will, in my 
opinion. These requirements, I think, it is in- 
dispensable to meet. I think we should get this 
money, and in this way the Treasury notes will 
eventually be funded. 

Now, I wish to make one comment in reference 
to the security of this Government, and the sug- 

estion of the Secretary of the Treasury that the 

tates in this Union should indorse the securities 
of the United States. I have no doubt that sug- 
gestion is made from the best motives. Some of 
the State credits are better than that of the United 
States, from some cause or other; but I think it 
was because, when we went to borrow, we had a 
Secretary who was left-handed with both hands, 
to whom they did not like to lend. I think that 
was one great trouble. Idesire to state what my 
opinion is about the qredit of this Government. 
think the Government of the United States has 
got the first mortgage upon all the property 1! 
every State of this Union; and that the creditors 
of the States have only second mortgages. That 
is my opinion. 1 never knew a debt of the Uni- 
ted States that did not take precedence of all other 
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debts against any debtor. 1 believe that the bonds pass over the bill informally and take up one or 


of the Unite@Siates are just as much secured by 
the property of the State and city of New York, as 


are the bonds of the State and city of New York. | 


The only difference is, we have the right to take 
first, if it comes to that; buat I would not give a 


jackstraw for the indorsement of all the States of 


he Union on the bond I held, if 1 had the United 


States at my back to protect me. Suill I have no || 
‘bjection, if people should indorse the United || 


Sues. It will not hurt it. The credit is good 

You cannot put names enough on the 
back of it to destroy it; and | have seen paper 
where the only trouble was, | saw so many names 


on the back of it that I doubted it. 


enough. 


ism of the States that are willing to lend their 
credit. I know itis done from the best of mo- 
tives. 


of the case; butif there is any umid creditor who 
wants three or four indorsers, tet-him have them. 


I believe Massachusetts proposes to indorse these | 


notes 


I have never known her five per cents to 
be below par. But to satisfy the most timid, let 


them be indorsed; but 1 do not intend to putany- | 
thing in this bill to &8k anybody to indorse our | 


yaper. 

have now explained the general principles of 
the bill; and when it comes up regularly, if the 
amendments of the committee are not satisfac- 
tory, | will explain them, as far as | can, with 
great pleasure. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fitcn in 
the chair.) The amendments offered by the com- 
mittee will be read in the order in which they 
occur, 

Mr. WILSON. I hope we shali now take up 
these amendments of the committee, and proceed 
with them. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair has 
announced that the amendments will be read in 
the order in which the committee reported them. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Ishould like to know the 
course of proceeding, with reference to the bill, 
whether, after the bill has been read through and 
the several amendments reported by the special 
committee are disposed of, it will then be in order 
to move amendments to any of the sections, as a 
Senator may desire? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chairsup- 
poses the entire bill will be open to amendment 
after all the amendments of the committee have 
been disposed of. The Secretary will read the 
amendments. 

The first amendment of the committee was, in 
section one, line fifteen, to strike out ** two,’’ and 
insert ** ten;’’ so that the clause will read: 

Provided, That no stipulation shall be made to prevent 
the United States from reimbursing any sum borrowed 
under the authority of this act, atany time after the expira- 
of ten years. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Ihave an amendment to that 
section, if 1 can find it, about the loan that I was 
speaking of; and I think the Senate would facili- 
tate business by adjourning over, and letting me 
arrange my papers on this subject. I have been 
called upon unexpectedly. 

Mr. WILSON. I think we had better pass 
over that partof the bill in regard to the loan, and 
go to the fifth section of the bill. I think we can 
make some progress with it this afternoon. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will suggest to the Senator 
from Rhode Island, who has the management of 
this bill, that it was not expected to come up to- 
day. We thought this day would be occupied 
with counting the votes. If he will fix to-mor- 
row, or any other day, for the consideration of 
the bill, we shall then be ready to act upon it. I 
did notcome here prepared. I have not my pa- 
pers with me. If he will say to-morrow, or indi- 
cate a day when it can be taken up again, I will 
agree to it. 

Mr. BIGLER. Let it go over as unfinished 

usiness, 

Mr. CAMERON. I desire to say, Mr. Pres- 
ident, that the session is coming very near toa 
close; and I think we had better continue the con- 
sideration of the amendments this afternoon. 

Mr. WILSON. As the Senator from Rhode 
Island does not seem to be quite ready to go on 
With this amendment, and the Senator from Vir- 
ginia makes the same statement, I think we may 


That is the | 
only objection I have to having this indorsement. || 
It cannot do any good; yet | admit the patriot- 


{ am merely making this statement to | 
show that it is enurely unnecessary, In my view | 


|| that this billis to be passed over temporarily, | 
| move to take up the bill for the reorganization of 
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two other matters; and this bill will come up in 
order to-morrow. I want to take up the bill in | 
regard to the District militia. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That course |! 
can be adopted by unanimous consent. The Chair \ 
hears no objection. 

Mr. CAMERON. I desire to know, before 1 
agree to it, whether it will interfere with this bill 
coming up to-morrow. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chairun- 


| derstands that by being passed over informally it 


will not lose its place as unfinished business. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, I have the floor 
to-morrow on another subject; but I do not choose 
to occupy the time of the Senate in discussing 
that matter as against the appropriation bills or 
this tariff bill, and therefore, if it is necessary to 
do it, I will let it go over to another day 

Mr. CAMERON. Very well. 

Mr. WILSON. With this understanding, then, 


the militia of the District of Columbia. 
Mr. SIMMONS. If the Senator will allow me, 
I am ready to go on with the amendments after 
the first section, if we shall continue the tariff bill. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator from Vir- 





| ginia wants to have it postponed also. 


Mr. HUNTER. I should like to have it go 


over till to-morrow. I will be ready then. 

Mr. WILSON. I move to take up the bill for 
the better organization of the militia of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 
the chair.) The Chair understands that the tariff 
bill is still before the Senate undisposed of. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. By common consent, it 
was to goover until to-morrow. 

Mr. HUNTER. It was generally understood 
that it should go over, and be the first thing in 
order for to-morrow, at one o’clock. 


DISTRICT MILITIA. 


Mr. WILSON. 1 now move to take up the 
bill for the better organization of the militia of 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. KENNEDY. I hope the Senator will 
allow me to present a report. 

Mr. WILSON. I cannot doit. I have given 
way half a dozen times, and lost the floor every 
time, in consequence. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill (S. No. 553) for the better organi- 
zation of the militia of the District of Columbia. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the bill. It 


| proposes to constitute the militia of the District 


of Columbia of every able-bodied, white male 
person, resident therein, between the ages of 
twenty-oneand forty-five years, whoiscitheracit- 
izenor hasdeclared hisintention, according to law, 
to become a citizen of the United States, with the 
exception of the Vice President, members of Con- 
gress, the officers—legislative, executive, judicial, 
military, naval, and marine—of the United States: 
custom-house officers; persons employed in the 
conveyance and distribution of the mails; ferry- 
men and gate-keepers on post roads; pilots and 
mariners; regular clergymen; professors, pupils, 
and persons employed in colleges and other liter- 
ary institutions; magistrates; constables; police 
officers; persons permanently employed in the 
penitentiary, jail, military and insane asylums, or 


vided, That these exemptions and limitations as 
to age shall not be construed into prohibitions to 
perform duty in the militia; but these exemptions 
are not to include persons employed as clerks or 
in other civil capacities in any of the Departments 
of the Government below the rank of chief clerk. 

The militia of the District of Columbia is to 
be arranged, and rearranged or organized by the 
President of the United States, when an increase 
of numbers or other circumstances may, in his 
judgment, render it necessary, into divisions, 
brigades, regiments, battalions, and companies, 
according to territorial metes and bounds, and 
with reference to an equal division of numbers 
into districts, as far as practicable; and he will 


jor general-in-chief, a major general to each divis- 


ion, a brigadier general to each brigade, a colonel, 
lieutenant colonel, and major to each regiment, to 


| 
appoint and commission, during pleasure, a ma- | 


ordnance service of the Army,and Navy: Pro- 
| 


889 





consist of ten companies, and such other statf and 
company officers as he may deem necessary, the 


| appointment of the general officers to be made by 
| and with the advice and consent of the Senate; 


and also make such rules and regulations respect- 


_ Ing the organization of the several districts, and 
| the appointment and promotion of those officers, 


as he may deem proper. 

Zach officer, non-commissioned officer, and pri- 
vate, before entering upon the duties of his office, 
is to make oath or affirmation, in due form of 
law, before a magistrate duly commissioned and 
qualified, that he will support and defend the Con- 
stitution and laws of the United States, and will 
faithfully perform the duties appropriate to the 
office and commission or warrant which he holds 
or may hold in the militia of the District of Co- 
lumbia, and to obey the orders of his lawfully 
appointed superior officers to the best of his 
knowledge, skill, ability, and judgment; which 
oath or affirmation shall be signed by the officer, 
non-commissioned officer, or private, taking the 
same, certified by the magistrate, and recorded 
in the office of the adjutant general of the militia, 
and in the office of the clerk of the circuit ¢ourt 
of the United States for the District of Columbia. 

All regimental staff officers and the non-com- 
missioned officers and musicians of companies and 
regiments are to be appointed during pleasure, by 
warrant from the colonel or officer commanding 
each regiment. Whenever, in the opinion of the 
President of the United States, it may be neces- 
sary, he may direct a new enrollment to be made 
of every able-bodied man subject to militia duty 
within the District of Columbia; and there is to 
be a regular enrollment by companies made every 
year, in the month of April, by the officers com- 
manding the same respectively, and kept up in the 
interval under such rules and regulations as the 
President may prescribe. The organization thus 
provided for will consist of the regular militia, 
exclusive of the volunteers thereinafter provided 
for, and is to consist entirely of infantry, and be 
denominated infantry of the line. To secure the 
proper and continued execution of this enactment, 
there is to be a regular responsibility, command, 
and subordination, under the President, extend- 
ing down through the several grades of general, 
field, and company officers, to the privates of the 
line; and for any neglect of duty or disobedience 
of orders fines may be imposed or assessed ~ the 
officers commanding company, regimental, brig- 
ade, and division districts, respectively, on those 
under their command, as follows, to wit: on pri- 
vates and non-commissioned officers, from fifty 
cents to two dollars; on subaltern officers, from 
one to five dollars; on captains, from two to ten 
dollars; on field officers, from three to fifteen dol- 
lars; on brigadier generals, from five to twenty 
dollars; and on major generals, fromeight to thirt 
dollars, in each case of failure or refusal, doce 
ing to the nature and circumstances thereof; but, 
for good and sufficient cause, such fines assessed 
in each regiment may be reduced or remitted by 
the commanding officer thereof, and the fines on 
field officers, and those assessed on general officers 
and officers of the general staff, may be reduced 
or remitted by the superior general officers com- 
manding districts respectively. 

The President, or, in his absence, the Secretary 
of War, or commanding general of the militia of 
the District of Columbia, will have power to order 
out the whole or any part of the militia of the 
District of Columbia to repel invasion, and to sup- 
ta or prevent insurrection or violence by com- 

inations too powerful for the civil authorities to 
control or subdue; and any officer, non-commis- 
sioned officer, or private soldier, failing or refus- 
ing to obey the orders given in pursuance of this 
provision, will be subjected to a fine ten times 
greater than the fines prescribed in other cases, 
undersuch regulationsas the President may adopt. 
Powers are to be given to the commanding officer 
to occupy and control positions when the militia 
are called out fordefense, and alsoin cases of mus- 
ter or parade; also, for the trialand punishment of 


|| disobedience, mutiny, or misdemeanor. [tis also 
|| prescribed how fines shall be recovered, and ap- 
|| peals be taken by the 


en ; when musters 


shail take place; what shall be the arms, equip- 


ment, and uniform; and what service shall be an 
exemption from further militia duty. An execu- 
tive board is to consist of the major general in 
chief, the major generals of division, the briga- 
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master general of the militia of the District of 
Columbia, to take cognizance of all the fiseal con- | 


cerns of the militia, and, with the approbation of || from this movement. 
the President, make such rules and regulationsas || We have heard a great deal of the necessity of 
= be necessary and proper for the assessment || having military force in this District. 


and collection of fines, and the reception and dis- 
bursementofmoney. Theadjutantgeneral, under 
the direction of the major general-in-chief, and 
such regulations as he may, with the approbation 
of the President, prescribe, have a general super- 
vision over the executive staff officers of the sev- 
eral divisions, brigades, and regiments, giving 
them instructions, and performing other specified 
duties, and receiving prescribed emoluments. Pro- 
vision is made, too, for the regulation of the pay- 
master general in the discharge of the duties of 
his office. 

The citizens of the District of Columbia, sub- 
ject to militia duty under this law, are to have the 
privilege of forming, by voluntary enrollment, 


| 
| 
| 


under such regulations as may be prescribed by || lect its provisions, nor am I at all versed in mili- | 


the President of the United States, companies of || 


light infantry, rifles, cavalry, and artillery, each | 
company to consist of at least seventy-four men, | 
and be equipped by the United States as troops 
of the same arms in the regular service. They are 
to select their own officers. The volunteers thus 


organized, the President may form into battalions, || 


regiments, brigades, and divisions; the general 
officers of which are to be appointed by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate; and they are 
to be subject to the orders of the major general- 
in-chief and other general officers, with the rest 
of the militia constituting the infantry of the line. 
Militia and volunteer service exempts from jury 
duty; and whenever called out into active service, | 
they are to be allowed the pay, rations, and emol- 

uments as are allowed to officers and soldiers in 

like grades and arms in the regular service. In 


case of wounds or injuries received in the line of || 


duty, or in case of being killed in the performance | 
of such duty, the same provisions will be ex- | 
tended to them, their widows and orphans, as are 


THE CON 


dier generals, the adjutant general, and the pay- | this 


| 


| 


| 
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| 
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| 
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provided by law in like cases to officers, non-com- || 


missioned officers, and private soldiers of like | 








uestion of the Senator, who is a member of 


| the Committee on Naval Affairs, was, that the | 


public should not draw any improper inferences 
That was my sole reason. 


as devotedly attached to the Union of the States 


Although | 


as anybody else; although opposing this doctrine | 
| of secession as strenuously as anybody else, I 
| have never had any idea that there was any neces- 
| sity for filling this District with military, and | 


surrounding this Capitol with a mi!itary force to 
preserve the peace of the country; and !n order 
that the country might know that the reor;zaniza- 
tion of the militia of this District had no reference 


to the political troubles of the times, I called upon | 
the Senator from Massachusetts, who is a mem- | 
ber of the Committee on Military Affairs, for an | 


explanation. 
Mr. MASON. 


or two ago. 


I looked into this bill a week 
I do not now very distinctly recol- 


tary matters; but I will ask the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts whether, by the terms of the bill (for 


really I do not recollect) any oath is prescribed to | 


the men. There is an oath to the officers, I pre- 
sume; but I desire to know whether the men are 
required to take an oath when they are enrolled. 

Mr. WILSON. In reply to that question, I 
will say, that there is, in this bill, a provision 
requiring that the officers and soldiers shall take 
an oath to support the Constitution of the United 
States and the laws. It isa different oath from 
that required by the bill passed by the House of 
Representatives, which 1s now on the table re- 
ported by the Committee on Military Affairs. 
That bill requires the taking of the oath thata 
man takes on going into the actual service of the 
country. This isa simple oath to support the 
Constitution of the United States and the laws of 
the country. 

Mr. MASON. I hope the Senator will indi- 
cate the section that contains the oath, so that it 
may be read. 

Mr. WILSON. I have not the bill before me, 
but I think it is the third section. Let the Sec- 


grades belonging to the regular Army of the Uni- || retary read that section. 


ted States. 

Mr. WILSON. This bill was prepared by a 
board consisting of General Jesup, Major Lee, 
General Weightman, Mr. Randolph, and Colonel 
Hickey; it was recommended by the Secretary | 
of War; unanimously agreed to, [ understand, in 
the House of Representatives last year, by the 
Committee on Military Affairs there; and is unan- 
imously agreed to by the Committee on Military 
Affairs of the Senate, this year. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading, and was read the third time. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I should like to ask the | 
Senator from Massachusetts, what particular rea- 
son exists at the present time for the reorganiza- 
tion of the militia of this District? I do not know 
of any circumstances existing at the present time, 
that call imperatively for the reorganization of the 
militia of the District. If such reasons exist, I 
think it is due to the people of the District that 
they should know what those reasons are, and 
they should be stated to the country. 

Mr. WILSON. Some two or three years ago 
a commission was appointed to revise the militia 
laws of this District. The commission took the 
matter into consideration, devoted a great deal of 
time to the consideration of it,and made a report; 
and the Secretary of War, Mr. Floyd, re¢om- | 
mended the passage of the bill. At the last ses- 
sion of Congress, the Committee on Military 
Affairs of the House of Representatives, as I un- 








to report the bill to that House. This year the 
Committee on Military Affairs in the Senate have 
taken the bill up, considered it, and unanimously 


| 


derstand, unanimously directed Mr. PenpLerton || 


| 


| 


| 





The Secretary read it, as follows: 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That each officer, non- 
commissioned officer, and private, before entering upon the 
duties of his office, shall make oath or affirmation, in due 
form of law, before a magistrate duly commissioned and 
qualified, that he will support and defend the Constitution 
and laws of the United States, and will faithfully perform 
the duties appropriate tu the office and commission or war- 
rant which he holds or may hold in the militia of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and to obey the orders of his lawfully- 


| appointed superior officer to the best of his knowledge, 
| skill, ability, and judgment; which oath or affirmation shall 


be signed by the officer, non-commissioned officer, or pri- 
vate taking the same, certified by the magistrate, and re- 
corded in the office of the adjutant general of the militia, 
and in the office of the clerk of the circuit court of the Uni- 
ted States for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. MASON. I| presume it is always usual— 
I am sure it is so in the State of Virginia, and 1 
am more confident on that than the other point— 
when a citizen takes a military office under the 


| Government, and becomes thereby one of the ad- 


ministrators of its laws, as he does, that he shall 
take an oath properly to discharge the duties of 
the office; but I have never heard an oath of that 
kind imposed upon the privates, the men in the 
ranks, unless in the regular service of the United 
States when they enlist. That isa voluntary act, 
and they place themselves for the time being under 


| the orders and control, whatever their own opin- 


ions may be, of their superiors; but the militia 
duty is an involuntary duty. The law requires 
that able-bodied citizens of a certain age shall be 
enrolled against their will, and shall be required to 
perform military duty. Now, to impose an oath 
upon those men may be to entangle their con- 
sciences, requiring them to do a duty which they 
would not volunteer to do, which they would pay 
a militia fine rather than do, and in contravention 


agreed to report it. It has no relation, in any de- || of the usual policy, as I should understand it, of 
gree whatever, to the present existing state of || militarylaw. I will propose, therefore, to amend 


affairs in the country. It did not originate in that 
way. I[thas,as | understand, the concurrence or 
support of the friends of the militia in the Dis- 
trict. Colonel Hickey, who was a member of that 
board, has expressed over and over again his | 





| by striking out so much of the section as imposes 


an oath upon any others than the officers. 

Mr. JOHNSO) , of Arkansas. I wish to say, 
in regard to this bill, that I was present in the 
committee at the time it was under consideration, 


anxiety that it should pass; and | certainly see no || and that I assented to the report. There is before 
reason whatever why it should not receive the || that committee, as the Senate must be aware, a 


support of every Senator. 
r. SAULSBURY. My reason for asking | 


| bill, the common term for which among us there 
| is, the test-oath bill for this District. That is a 
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bill that has come from the other House, and has 
been referred to that committee. is bill was 
presented some years since, and is the result of a 
report made by acommission that was appointed 
for that purpose. I will state to the Senate, and 
perhaps it is worthy of consideration, that if there 
1s any one on the Committee on Military Affairs 
who has made any particular examination of jt 
I do not know it. P will state further, in regard 
to it, that the bill being understood to be the re- 
port of a commission composed of gentlemen of 
the highest character and respectability, which 
had been organized and had reported at a time 
when no trouble or difficulty was anticipated, it 
was received in that way by the committee, and 
I do not think had any serious consideration at 
all. Now, lam notaware, and if other Senators— 
members of that committee, were aware of it, they 
did not bring it to the attention of the committee— 
that there was an oath provided for in this bill, 
I confess—it may be deemed a hard confession to 
make, but I believe truth is the best policy un- 
der all circumstances—that I never read the bill 
through. I am not satisfied that, when read 
through, the bill will turn out to be wrong; but I 
am satisfied the Committee on Military Affairs 
did not investigate it with any closeness or direct- 
ness. Under those circumstances, while I think 
the bill itself is proper and ought to pass, I cannot 
but think, since those questions are raised, and 
since there are points made here that are new, at 
least to one member, and, I take it, to very nearly 
all the committee, that the bill itself should be 
referred back to the committee. If the bill is as 
I anticipate it is, it can be reported back again at 
an early day, and there will be no difficulty in 
passing it. I submit a motion that the bill be 
recommitted to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
a to be considered and again reported to this 
body. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Arkansas moves the recommitment of the 
bill to the Committee on Military Affairs. The 
Chair begs permission to state further, in refer- 
ence to the motion made by the Senator from Vir- 
yinia, that, the bill having been three times read, 
it is not, under the rules of the Senate, open to 
amendment, unless by unanimous consent. 

Mr. MASON. Well, sir, | presume that unan- 
imous consent will be given. If not, I can move 
to reconsider the vote ordering the bill to be read 
a third time; but I suppose by unanimous con- 
sent the amendment may be received. 

Mr. BRAGG. As one lately appointed upon 
the Committee on Military Affairs, I wish to say, 
in addition to what has been said by my friend 
from Arkansas, that I was not aware that a pro- 
vision in relation to an oath was contained in this 
bill. I took it that the bill, as introduced by the 
Senator from Massachusetts, was the same as that 
reported from the commission; and I understood 
him to say when he introduced the bill, that there 
was a commission appointed to draft the bill, or 
rather to report in relation to the reorganization 
of the militia of the District. That commission 
was composed of regular officers of the Army, 
and of some of the militia officers of the District. 
I learn, upon inquiry, that the provision in rela- 
tion to the oath has been incorporated into the bill 
at this session, and, I suppose, by the Senator 
from Massachusetts before he introduced it; at all 
events, I learn that that provision was not in the 
bill as originally reported. The bill has been 

nding before Congress for some time, and to 
that bill I, for one, have no objection; but I think 
it is a departure from usage, as has been said by 
the Senator from Virginia, to require an oath of 
the privates of the militia of the District, as such. 
If I had been aware that there was such a pro- 
vision in the bill, 1 should certainly have objected 
to it before it was reported from the committee. 
I supposed it was the bill which I had before seen, 
and which was got up and reported in the way ! 
have stated. I should certainly have objected to 
the provision as itis now. Therefore, I shall sus- 
tain the motion made by the Senator from Ark- 
ansas to recommit the bil, unless it is agreed, 
by common consent, that that provision in rela- 
tion to privates shall be stricken out. , 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It requires 
unanimous consent to entertain the motion of the 
Senator from Virginia te amend this bill as pro- 
posed by him. If there be no objection, the bill 
will be amended according to that proposition. 
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Mr. LANE. If the Senate agree to that, [have || Representatives, which Senators choose to call a !| the thing had not been put in; but I ask you, sir, 
no objection to the bill. || test oath. If Senators wish toamend the bill b | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there any || striking out the words ** noh-commissioned offi- | 
objection to the amendment proposed by the Sen- || cers and privates,’’ Ido not know that I care a 
ator from Virginia? ‘The Chair hears none. No || great deal about it. 1 see no reason why it should 
objection being made, the third section of the bill || not apply to non-commissioned officers, and no || i 
will be amended according to the suggestion of || special reason why it should not apply to the pri- || in behalf of these, militia companies. We have 


the Senator from Virginia, and it is so amended. || vates. Certainly, if they are called out for any || defaced ‘our public grounds, marred the beauty of ‘S 
Mr. HALE. I beg your pardon, sir. I did |, 


what is the objection to requiring these gentlemen 
who organize themselves into militia companies 
| to take an oath to support the Constitution of the 
| United States? There is a good deal of expense 
| incurred by the Government of the United States 


ee Ee 


not understand that agreement to go to that ex- 
tent. I understood the agreement was, that the 
Senator might move his amendment. I did not 
agree that unanimous consent should be given to 
its adoption. 

Mr. MASON. Iso understood, that I should 
be at liberty to make the motion. 

Mr. HALE. That is all I understood, and all 
that I agree to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 
can be entertained only by unanimous consent. 

Mr. HALE. I consent to it; but that is not 
consenting that the motion be adopted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
suggests a distinction which the Chair is unable | 
tocomprehend. The amendment can be made by 
unanimous consent only. : 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President 

Mr. HALE. I rise to a question of order. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The Chair will 
hear the question of order. 

Mr. HALE. The Senator from Virginia asked 





the bill, and unanimous consent is given to the 
Senator, and thereupon the Chair decides that the 
motion prevails. That is the appeal I make. 


shire is clearly mistaken. That was not the 
motion of the Senator from Virginia. 

Mr. HALE. It is what he says it was. 

Mr. FITCH. It was that unanimous consent 
should be given to have a vote on the third section 
of the bill reconsidered, in order that he might 
move to amend it. Hence the necessity of unan- 
imous consent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
—and the only question that can be presented in 
this state of the bill upon the proposition to 
amend it—is, whether it shall be amended accord- 
ing to the suggestion, by unanimous consent. 
There is no question as to entertaining a motion 
toamend. The question is: ‘* Shall it be amended 
according to the suggestion ?”’ 

Mr. MASON. It stands in this way: I was 
not present when the bill was taken up, and it 
had Goea read three times when I came in. I pre- 
sumed it was in a condition to be amended, and 
made the motion. I was informed by the Chair | 
that the motion was out of order, because the bill | 
had been read three times. I then saidI presumed, | 
by unanimous consent, I could make the motion; 
and if I could not do it in that way, I could move 
to reconsider the third reading of the bill; and to 
avoid this question, I will move that the vote on 
the third reading of the bill be reconsidered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Virginia, then, withdraws for the time being | 
his motion to amend, and moves to reconsider the 








| in supporting the bill, 


special service, it should be applied to them. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
| begs leave to state that a motion was made to 


reconsider the third reading of the bill; and the 
third reading having been reconsidered, and the 


Senator from Arkansas having moved a recom- || 
mittal of the bill, that motion now takes prece- | 
, dence of the consideration of the motionto amend; 
| and the question before the Senate is on the re- | 
| committal of the bill to the Committee on Mili- 


tary Affairs and Militia. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Mr. President, 
I have made this mction 

Mr. BRAGG. Withdraw it. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I see no reason 
why I should withdraw it; butif the Senator will 
take the floor, and state the reasons why I should 
do so, I will give way to him. 

Mr. BRAGG. Itcan be amended. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. If it is to be 
amended, of course I do not desire a recommittal. 

Mr. WILSON. I suppose it is desired that 





| every Senator who votes upon this bill shall fairly 
unanimous consent to make a motion to amend || 


understand it. Ido not know that there is any 
pressing emergency to get it through in one or 
two days. I do not know that anything will 


| arise under it in a few days that we need to hurr 
Mr. FITCH. The Senator from New Hamp- || 


it. Icalled it up for the purpose of getting it 


| through, as we had reported it; but if the Senator 


from Arkansas desires to examine the bill with 
more care, and wishes to recommit it to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs for that purpose, I do 
not object to it. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I will state, 
then, I have confidence that this bill is unobjec- 
tionable. That was the feeling with wpich I sup- 
ported it at the time. I had no idea there was 
anything in it that could be considered in the 
nature of atest oath. The misfortune of such a 
measure as that, with the destructive and unhappy 


| effects it would have upon the people of the Dis- 


trict, I thought were palpable to every member 
of thecommittee. That was the conviction I had 
I will now withdraw the 
motion to recommit, with a view to enable the 


| Senate to get clear of the only objection that J 
| hear raised to the bill, by striking out the provis- 


ion which has been alluded to. If that is notdone, 
I shall renew the motion to recommit the bill to 
the Committee on Military Affairs for further 
consideration. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 


to recommit having been withdrawn, the question | 
recurs on the amendment offered by the Senator | 


from Virginia. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I desire to in- 
quire of the Chair whether, if the Senate decline 
to amend the bill by striking that provision out, 


| time in moving to strike out this provision? 














| the finest square in the city, that was left us asa 
| sacred trust for the ornament of the city, and at 


public expense built a large, unsightly arsenal for 
the militia of this District. The Government of 
the United States is at considerable expense for 
them; and if there is any possible service they can 
ever be called upon to do, it is to maintain the 
Constitution of the United States, and the laws; 
and I ask why this peculiar sensitiveness at this 
Do 
gentlemen see anything in the state of the coun- 
try at this time that induces them to let this thing 
go out to the country that the Senate of the Uni- 
ted States called up a bill for the organization of 
the militia of the District, and the only possible 
objection that was made to it was that there was 
a provision in it that the militia should take an 
oath to support the Constitution of the United 
States, and the Senate would not pass it until that 
was stricken out. Sir, if that is stricken out, I 
am against the bill entirely. 

Mr. LANE. I will say, with the permission 
of the Senator from Massachusetts, who feels an 
interest in the bill, that the best thing we can do 
with it, with the certainty that it will be reported 
back in a few days, is to re-refer it to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. Let them have an op- 
portunity of examining it carefully, and they will 
directly report it back; it will then, without any 
kind of question, pass the Senate in good time, 
pass the House of Representatives, and become 
the law of the land. I trust, in order that all Sen- 
ators may be satisfied that the bill has been thor- 
oughly examined and reported by that Commit- 
tee, with a recommendation that it may pass, as 
I know it will, that it may be recommitted; and 
I move that the bill be recommitted to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. When the militia are called 
into the service of the United States, there is no 
doubt that the privates, as well as the officers, 
must take an oath; buat I think we shall not find 
in the history of the laws of any of the States, or 
of the United States, regulating the militia, that 
the privates are bound, or ought to be compelled, 
to take an oath when they are not in active ser- 
vice—when they are not ina state of war. When 
South Carolina, twenty-eight years ago, imposed 
an oath of allegiance upon the officers of the mi- 
litia, it almost involved the State in civil war. It 
was called a test oath, and the parties almost came 
into hostility; but there was no attempt in that 
case to impose an oath upon the privates. This 
is the first instance, I think, that we can find in 
the history of the laws of the United States, or of 
the States, or of the District of Columbia, where 
— attempt of this kind has been made. 

he PRESIDING OFFICER. The questien 
is on the motion to recommit the bill to the Com- 


vote ordering the bill to be read a third time. 
The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question \ 

recurs on ordering the bill to be read the third 

time, and an amendment is now in order. 


tal of the bill? I should be glad to know that | 
fact. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
uestion about that. 


| 
. . . .- . } 
it will stull be in my power to move a recommn- 1 

} 


mittee on Military Affairs and Militia. 
'| The motion was agreed to. 


There is 
an | PRINTING OF DOCUMENTS. 


Mr. MASON. I move to amend the bill by 
striking out so much of the third section as im- | 
poses an oath on the privates. The amendment 
1s, in line two of the third section to strike out 


the words “non-commissioned officers and pri- | 
vates.”? 


Mr. WILSON. 


rd to the bill. As we all understand, it was 
ramed by a commission. I introduced the bill | 





I wish to say one word in re- || 





Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Very well. I | 


will allow the vote to be taken on thatamendment || ported by me from the Committee on 


. || morning, in regard to the printing of extra num- 
I trust the motion of the Sen- || 


ator from Virginia will prevail, and that this pro- | 


before I move to recommit the bill. 

Mr. GRIMES. 
vision will be stricken out. In the first place, I 
sons who are cngnand in the volunteer service of 


the country; and in the second place, even if it 
was required, everybody who is familiar: with 


Mr. FITCH. I move to take or bill re- 
rinting this 


bers of documents. It is very brief, and relates 
to the public business. The object of it is to save 


| some money to the public Treasury. It will lead 


believe it is not usual to require an oath of per- || to no discussion whatever, and I hope it will now 


be taken up. 
The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No 
552) relative to printing extra numbers of mes 


here without making any changes in it. The | human nature knows that, notwithstanding all | 
bill was placed in my hands by Colonel Hickey, | the promises or oaths that you can create—you | 
| with an earnest request that we should get the bill || may pile them on, mountain high—if a man is | 
through; that the officers in the District—those in- || disposed to be a coward or a traitor, he will vio- 
terested in the military of the District—had been || late his oath and act according to his nature. 
, very anxious, for many months, to have it done. || Mr. HALE. I am opposed to striking this oath 
é I introduced the bill as itcame from him, without || out; and I think it oan have a bad aspect to the 
examining it; ordered the bill to be printed; and || country, to gooutat this time that, on the question 
: when it, was es I read the bill through with || of the passage ofa bill organizing the militia of this | 
some care. supposed that this section of the || District, a requisition calling upon them to pledge 
bill was understood by all the members of the |, themselves to support the Constitution and laws 
committee. Itis certainly very different from the || of the United States was stricken out. 
other proposition which came from the House of 1 


sages, reports, and documents, was read twice by 
its title, and considered as in the Committee of the 
Whole. It directs that from and after the close 
of the present session of Congress, no extra num 
| bers of any message, report, or document what 
| ever, shall be ordered to be printed by either 
| House of Congress, except by joint resolution, 
reported from the Joint Committee on Printing 
and that motions of either House of Congress to 
| print extra numbers shail be referred ic that 
committee. 


Mr. FITCH. The bill speaks for itse/f 











I should | 


he 


think very much with the Senator from Iowa, if I object is simply to prevent the printing vf 4 use 
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less extra number of any document. There is now | The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 


no sort of cooperation between the two branches 
of Congress upon that subject. In printing even 
the Patent Office report, the House allows a cer- 
tain number to the Department, and the Senate | 


allows a certain number, and the number is use- || 


lessly multiplied—more than the wants either of 
the Department or the public require. 
simply contemplates, as we now have the same 
printing establishment for both branches of Con- 
gress, instead of each branch electing its Printer | 
as heretofore, that all the printing shall be ordered 
by the joint action of the two Houses. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The printing of all extra 
numbers? 

Mr. FITCH. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It is a very good idea. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third | 
reading, read the third time, and passed 


AMENDMENT OF A BILL, 


Mr. HALE. I ask the unanimous consent of | 
the Senate at this time to make a verbal alteration 
in a bill that passed the Senate and has gone to 
be engrossed. It is found that the words * in the 
Treasury’’ are omitted in the naval appropriation 
bill. Ll ask the unanimous consent of the Senate 
that those words be inserted in the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If no objection 
be made, the Chair will assume it to be the unan- 
imous consent of the Senate that the modification 
suggested by the Senator from New Hampshire 
be made. The Chair hears no objection; and | 
that modification will be made. 


PATENT LAWS. | 


Mr. BIGLER. 1 am directed by the Commit- | 
tee on Patents and the Patent Office, to whom 
were referred the amendments of the House of 
Representatives to the bill of the Senate (No. 10) | 
in addition to ‘* An act to promote the progress 
of the useful arts,’’ to report them back to the 
Senate. I think the Senate can dispose of them | 
in a very few minutes, and I hope they will now 
consider them. I will state that the committee | 
examined them thoroughly, and I believeare unan- | 
imous in their report as to what amendments | 
should be concurred in and what should not, 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the amendments of the House of Rep- | 
resentatives to the bill. 

The Secretary read the report of the Committee 
on Patents, as follows: 


The Committee on Patents and the Patent Office, to 
whom was referred the amendments of the House of Rep- 
resentatives to the bill of the Senate, No. 10, entitled “ An 
act to promote the progress of the useful arts,’? make the 
following report: 

That the Senate agree to the first, second, third, fifth, 
sixth, ninth, and tenth amendments of the House,and dis - | 
agree to the fourth and seventh amendments of the House 
of Representatives to the said bill, and that it agree to the 
eighth and tenth amendments of the House with amend- | 
ments. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. We have neither the | 
time nor the disposition to understand this bill 
this afternoon; and therefore | move that the Sen- | 
ate adjourn, 

Mr. BIGLER, I hope not until we get through 
with this bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I ask the Sen- 
ator to withdraw the motion, to allow me to sub- 
mit amotion, of course, to which there can be no 
objection in this body. 


Mr FESSENDEN. 


There are half a dozen 
on this side who want to make motions. 


| 

Mr. BIGLER. I hope we shall dispose of this | 
bill. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 

} 

| 

} 

| 


is On the motion to adjourn, which is not de- 
batable. 

The motion was not agreed to; there being, on 
a division—ayes nine; noes not counted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on concurring in the report of the Committee 
on Patents, on the bill now before the Senate, re- 
ported by the Senator from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. BIGLER. I will state that this bill and 
the amendments were referred to the Committee 
on Patents and the Patent Office, and thoroughly | 
examined. As I stated before, the committee are | 
unanimous as to the amendments that should be 
concurred in, and those from which the Senate 
should dissent. If it is desired by any Senator, 
they can be examined and explained ip detail. | 


This bill | 


| will state the question. 


A report has been made | 


| 
| 
| 
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from the Committee on Patents and the Patent || 
| Office, recommending a concurrence in certain 


amendments of the House of Representatives and | 


a non-concurrence in certain other amendments; 


nnd tinless a separate vote shall be called for by 








any Senator on the special propositions, the Chair 


will put the question on the report of the com- | 


mittee. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I wish to say that the sub- 
ject was thoroughly examined; and 1 hope the 
Senate will agree to the report. 

The report of the committee was concurred in. 


E. A. H. ADAMS AND OTHERS. 
Mr. KENNEDY. Lask the indulgence of the 


Senate to allow me to report a joint resolution 
from the Committee on Naval Affairs, and to ask 
for its consideration at this time. It will create 
no debate. It is an object of charity. To make 
the case short, [am directed by the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the me- 
morial of Mrs. E. A. H. Adams, George M. 
Thompson, and Thomas H. Green, praying that 


| authority may be given to the Secretary of the 


Navy to adjust and settle charges for boarding 


and attendance of three men attached to the navy- | 
yard at Washington, who were injured by the | 


bursting of a cannon on the 14th of July, 1859, 
to report a joint resolution in conformity with the 
prayer of the petition, and I ask that it be now 
taken up and considered. 

The joint resolution (S. No. 63) for the relief 
of Mrs. E. A. H. Adams, George M. Thompson, 


om 





and George H. Green, was read the first time, and | 


ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. KING. Let it be read through. 

The Secretary read it. Itdirects the Secretary 
of the Navy to ascertain and pay to E. A H. 


Adams, George M. Thompson, and George H. | 


Green, the amount of expenses that may, tn his 
opinion, be proper, for the board and attendance 
of three mgn attached to the navy-yard at Wash- 
ington, who were injured by the bursting of a 
cannon on the 14th of July, 1859. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


tion to-day. The Chair hears no objection. 


The joint resolution was read the second time, 


and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. MASON. I wish to ask why we should 
pay these expenses? 
Mr HALE. If the Senator will give me his 
ear a moment, I will state. These were sailors 
that were injured, very seriously so, by the dis- 


charge of agun in the service of the Government; | 
and they were put upon this poor widow to nurse | 


and provide for; and she did it’ out of her own 


means. 

Mr. KENNEDY. 
toexplain further. Upon some day in July, 1859, 
ina trial of ordnance, a gun bursted, and two men 
were killed and three very dreadfully mangled. 
They were taken up and carried to the nearest 
house, that of a poor widow, and there they have 
been ever since, and this is merely a bill to author- 
ize the Secretary of the Navy toadjust and scttle 
the account, to see that there is no overcharge for 
board and attendance. The account of attend- 
ance, at $1 50 a day, is here in the papers. They 
simply ask some three or four hundred dollars, to 
remunerate this old woman. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


GEORGE H. GIDDINGS. 


Mr. WADE. I desire to renew a motion that 
I made two or three days ago, to take up the 
House joint resolution (No. 62) for the benefit of 
George H. Giddings. As I understand, there is 
no real objection to it. It is to pay a certain 
amount for carrying the mails. That is all there 
is about it. The bill merely provides that the De- 
partment shall ascertain and pay what is actually 
due for services that are performed; and I hope 
it will pass. There seems to be no objection to it. 
A member of the House wants to be absent, and 
he desires to have this little bill passed before he 
leaves, and I told him I would do what | could 
about it. I hope we shall take itup and pass it. 

Mr LANE. I should like to know if there is 
any report accompanying it? 


It requires | 
unanimous consent to consider the joint resolu- | 


I hope I may be allowed | 











February 13, 
Mr. WADE. Yes, sir; avery long report, It 
is a resolution that has passed the House. It has 
the universal assent of the committee of the Sen- 


. Mews j . mntlae 
ate, I be lie ve; and if the oe eal smiath Will read it, 


awl : “. 

cr acar ic read, he will be satisfied. [tis so worded 
that, it seems to me, it isimpossible there can be 
anything wrong about it. It is to enable the De. 


| partment to pay this man what is actually due 





him for services rendered. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
up, and pass it. 

Mr. LANE. I should be very much obliged 
to the Senator from Ohio if he would state some- 
thing like the amount of thisclaim. 1 do not want 
to have the time of the Senate taken up by the 
reading of the report, 

Mr. WADE. There is no amount stated jp 
the resolution. I do not profess to have investi- 
gated the case. I was applied to to bring it up; 
and it having the assent of the committee, I go 
more by faith than by sight on these small sub- 
ects. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair wil! 
state that the joint resolution is not before the 
Senate for consideration. The simple question is 
on taking # up for consideration. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the joint resolution (H.R. No. 62) for the bene- 
fit of George H. Giddings. 

Mr. LANE. I should like to have some in- 
formation aboutit; and if we cannot have it from 
the bill, I should like to hear the report. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint res- 
olution will be read 
The Secretary read it. 


Let us take it 


It directs that George 


| H. Giddings be paid for services on route 8076, 


in accordance with the order of Postmaster Gen- 
eral A. V. Brown, of October 23, 1858, after de- 
ducting what has been received thereon up to this 
time, on proof being furnished that the service 
has been performed; which amount is to be paid 
on the certificate of the Postmaster General, and 
be accepted by Giddings in full for all claims for 
services and damage against the United States. 

Mr. MASON. If 1 understand the reading of 
the joint resolution correctly, it directed that the 
amount should be ascertained, and the amount 

aid. I think we ought to know what the amount 
is before we direct it to be paid. I submit to the 
Senator from Ohio that the amount should be 
ascertained, and we ought to know what it is 
before we direct it to be paid. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. This bill is to be sent to 
the Secretary for the purpose of ascertaining the 
amount. The committee has not undertaken to 
state what the amount will be, because it has lefi 
that to the Secretary. The very object of the bill 
was, that he should ascertain the amount due and 
the number of trips that have been performed. 
This route was cut down; but notwithstanding i 
was cut down from a weekly to a semi-monilily 
service, the weekly service was continued to bi 
performed for some time afterwards, at the re- 
quest of the citizens upon the route, and at the 
request of the Secretary and the commanding geu- 
eral of that department. The mails were given 
regularly to the contractors at the different post 
offices, and were authorized to be given by the De- 
partment, notwithstanding the order to cut down 
the service. This is merely to provide for the pay- 
ment for services that have been actually per- 
formed across the wilderness for several hundred 
miles. - a. 

Mr. FOSTER. I know nothing about this bil! 
at all, Mr. President; but | remember, within a 

ear or two past, we passed a bill somewhat sim- 
ilar, authorizing the Department to settle with 
some contractor, I thinka steamboat company on 
the Lakes, and pay such an amount as was due 
for services actually rendered. It was very sim- 
ilar to this in its terms, and it came back from the 
President vetoed, with a statement in the veto 
message that, according to the claim, and accord- 
ing to the apparent data on which that account 
was to be settled, it would take somewhere from 
forty to sixty thousand dollars to pay it. Noman 
in the Senate at the time supposed the amount 
would be anything like that sum, if they formed 
any opinion on it, and in was thoughta 
very trifling one. After that bill came back. I 
remember it did not pass. I think that a sufli- 
cient reason why we should know something more 
about this resolution before we pass it. 
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' 
After an examination, those who voted for the | 
bill to which I have referred, voted against it. 
i; have forgotten now what became of it, but 1 am | 
quite sure, on a statement of the amount which, || 
according to the terms of that bill, would have 
been paid, it was rejected by the Senate almost 
unanimously. 

Mr. HALE. If the Senator from Connecticut 
will allow me, he is in part correct, and in part | 
yery incorrect, in his recollection. The fact is, | 
the bill he refers to was a bill for the relief of Ar- 
thur Edwards and his associates, which passed | 
Congress and proposed to fix the precise sum that 
was to be paid per pound each trip for carrying || 
the mail; and the Assistant Postmaster General | 
notified the President that upon that basis it would 
require a very large sum. ‘The President vetoed 
the bill. It then came back, and the bill was 
again introduced in the precise form in which this || 
billis, authorizing the Postmaster General to audit 
their account for services rendered, and to pay | 
them what was equitably due. It passed without 
dispute, and became a law. Whether it has been 
audited by the Postmaster General or not, I do | 
not Know. 

I was on the committee, and know all about 
that bill; and the difficulty was, that it fixed a 
precise sum per pound that was to be paid in the 
first instance; and, as they calculated it at the De- 
partment, they made it so large—much larger than 
the claimants said it would be—that the President 
vetoed it; and then it came back, and we passed 
it in this shape, sending it to the Postmaster Gen- 
eral te audit. 

Now, sir, let me say a single word in relation 
to this matter. I think these contractors—Gid- 
dings & Co.—have a higher claim upon this Gov- 
ernment than any contractors that ever came be- 
fore them. They are the real pioneers of this 
overland mail route. They went on and estab- 
lished it long before the Butterfield contract was 
entered into, or before they had explored it; and | 
they had their mails on there, and were perform- | 
ing regular contract service from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific. I do not remember the names of the 
termini of their road. 

Subsequently, Congress passed an act author- 
izing the Butterfield folks to establish an overland 
route. Instead of taking the overland route which 
it was the manifest intention they should take— 
the central route—they came down on to the very 
route that Giddings & Co. had before explored, 
on which they had been the pioneers, and occu- | 
pied a condiietable portion of the route upon | 
which Giddings & Co. were running their mail, 
and which they had occupied long before Butter- 
field ever thought of it; so that the credit of being 
the pioneer in this overland road is due to Gid- 
dings. Then, the Postmaster General, after the 
Butterfield folks had come down and takena con- 
siderable portion of their route, discontinued the 
middle of their route, leaving them several hun- 
dred miles on the Pacific coast and several hun- 
dred miles on the Atlantic coast, and deducted 
from them a prorata amount, leaving them at the 
trouble and expense of maintaining the westernend 
on the Pacific, and the eastern end on the Atlantic. 

Well, sir, finally, there were some other deduc- 
tions made, and the Postmaster General, Mr. 
Brown, then entered into a new contract with 
them, which was supposed on all hands to exhaust 
the power that was reserved to the Postmaster 
General to limit and control their contract; and 
yet, notwithstanding that, afterwards there wasa 
still further reduction of the route and of the pay 
made. When that was done, the inhabitants 
upon the route petitioned and sent remonstrances, 
many of which have been published; and General 
Twiggs, I think it was, the commanding officer 
of the Army in that region, notified the ecm 
ment here that it was absolutely necessary for the 
existence of the Army that this mail should be 
carried; and by the universal call of the citizens 
and of the Army for the carrying of this mail, 
agreeably to a second contract made with Post- 
master General Brown, they wenton. This res- 
olution now proposes simply to pay them, not 
for their original contract route, not for any dam- 
ages that they have lost by the curtailment of 
their route, but for the services that they did ac- 
tually perform upon their contract in obedience to || 
the universal call of the citizens of the country | 
and the Army of the Government; and it is for | 
that that this resolution proposes to pay them. i 
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' information before the Senate to justify our voting | 
| itthrough in this form. I had rather let it go 


| send up may be read. 
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Mr. CLINGMAN. The statement of a Sen- | be in funds to meet indispensable paymentson the Ist prox- 


ator [Mr. Foster} shows that it may be a matter || 
of some importance with reference to the amount 
that is to be paid under this resolution. It may || 
be all right; but there does not seem to be any 


over until to-morrow. If the Senate adjourns 
now, it will come up to-morrow as the unfinished 


business. If I am satisfied at that time itis right, || 


| | shall vote for it. 1 wish to give gentlemen time 


to look into it. The Senator from Ohio holds the | 


reportin his hand. It isa long report, and Sen- || 


| ators are impatient. We are not now in a con- 


dition to hear that report understandingly, and 
to vote, perhaps, advisedly on it. I therefore 
move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. FITCH. 1 wish to appeal to the Senator 
from North Carolina. His motion, if now put 
and carried, places myself, as a short time since 
the temporary occupant of the chair, in a very 
unpleasant predicament. I stated to the Senator 
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Cameron,] then, that 
if the tariff bill was informally laid aside, it would 
be the unfinished business to-morrow. Here is 
a proposition to leave another matter as unfinished 
business, and I shall be placed in the attitude ot 
having deceived that Senator. 

Mr. HALE. Let this resolution be the un- 
finished business of the morning hour. 

Mr. FITCH. With that modification, I am | 
perfectly willing to agree to it, if it is understood 
that the tariff bill is the unfinished business at the 


expiration of the morning hour. 1] 


he PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state that they will be under the control of the 
Senate to-morrow morning, whether they will 
proceed with the consideration of this bill or with 
other business. 

Mr. BIGLER. If the Senator from North 
Carolina willallow me, I think, before we adjourn, 
we might unanimously adopt the resolution ex- | 
tending the courtesy of the Senate fluor to the 
peace commissioners now in Washington, Itcan 
be done by common consent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Dves the Sen- 
ator from North Carolina withdraw the motion 
to adjourn? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I will withdraw it if that 
can be done by general consent, without debate. 

Mr. MASON. It is too late to do that now. 
We have refused that courtesy heretofore, and I 
think it is too late now to do it. 

Mr. BIGLER. Let us do it by common con- 
sent. I move to proceed to the consideration of 
that resolution. 

Mr. FITCH. 1 shall not interpose any ob- 
jection; but [ was about to propose to the Senator 
from Pennsylvania to provide that this courtesy | 
might be reciprocal. I understand they sit with 
closed doors, (‘* Oh, no.’’] 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion to take up the resolution indi- 
cated by the Senator from Penaayh ania. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Ifit meets with objection, 
I will insist upon my motion to adjourn. 

Mr. MASON. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; there being, ona 
division—ayes twenty-three, noes not counted; 
and the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, February 13, 1861. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
= the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srockron. 
he Journal of yesterday was read and approved 
COUNTING OF VOTES. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Lllinois, submitted the 


following resolution; which was read, considered, 
and agreed to: 


Ordered, That the Clerk inform the Senate that the House 
of Representatives is now ready to receive that body for 
the purpose of proceeding to openand count the votes of 
the electors of the several States for President and Vice 
President of the United States. | 

| 


GOVERNMENT LOAN. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I ask that the communica- 
tion from the Secretary of the Treasury which I 


The communication was read, as follows: 


Treasury DepartMenT, February 13, 1361. 
Str: It is indispensable that | should give to-day notice 
of a loan of $8,000,000, in order that the Government may 


imo. The obstacles unexpectedly thrown in the way of the 
passage of the bill reported by your committee yesterday, 


| authorizing the acceptance of the guaranter proffered by 


several of the States, compel me reluctantly to ask for the 
loan on the usual terms; tor in the present distracted state 
of the country, should it continue, | fear there muat bea 
loss of $800,000. Under all the circumstances, however, 
instead of calling for $2,090,000, as I suggested in my letter 
to you of the Lith instant, I have thougtrt it advisable to ask 
for $8,000,000, reserving the right of declining to aceept 
bids which may be deemed disadvantageous te the United 
States, and taking the chance of a favorable change in the 
political condition of the country within the next ten days, 
at the end of which proposals for the loan will be received. 

Allow me to remind you that the Joan bill, under which 
I ask for proposals, was not presented for the approval of 
the President until the 8th instant; and that on the Yuh (Sat- 
urday) there was nota quorum of your committee to act 
on the bill reported yesterday, accepting the guarantee of the 
States. L advert to these circumstances to exonerate my- 
self, in the judgment of those who have an interest in the 
discharge of the liabilities pressing upon the Treasury, from 
any want of diligence on my part. 

Your committee, ! believe, all understand that more than 
$5,000,000 of Treasury notes have been redeemed out of the 


| current revenues; that about two million dollars more fall 
| due before the 4th of March, less the amount paid in for 


publie dues, making nearly the $8,000,000 now required to 
meet the public wants before that day ; that more than one 
third of the revenue derived from the customs is paid in 
‘Treasury notes due ata future day; and that the present 


| embarrassed state of the Treasury arises from the operation 


of a paper system which compels the Government to an 


| ticipate the payment of its debts out of its current rev 


enues. 

As I have decided to issue the notice for a loan to-day, 
I am constrained to request that the bill reported yesterday 
may not be acted on, as the expectation of a call fora loan 
at a future day on guarantied stock, could not fail to have 
a very disadvantageous effect on the proposals to be made 
for that now asked for. : 

With the request that this communication may be sub- 
mitted to your committee, I am, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, JOHN A. DIX, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 

Hon. Joun SuermMan, Chairman of the Committee of Ways 

and Means, House of Representatives. 


Mr.SHERMAN. In order to meet the press- 
ing necessities of the Treasury, I ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to introduce the bill 
which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of Ainerica in Congress assembled, That, 
in the place of any part of the loans now authorized by law, 
the President of the United States is authorized to issue 
coupon bonds of a denomination of not less than fifty dol 
lars, bearing not to exceed six per cent. interest, and run 
ning not to exceed twenty years; and he is authorized to 


| apply such bonds at par to the payment of such creditors ot 
|| the Government as choose to receive them: Provided, That 


the aggregate amount issued under this act, and the acts 
now in force authorizing loans, shall not exceed the amount 
authorized by said acts. 


Mr. GARNETT. I object. 

Mr. SHERMAN. [trust the gentleman from 
Virginia will not object; as the simple effect of the 
bill will be, to give to the creditors of the United 
States who are willing to receive them, coupon 
bonds of the United States of not less denomina- 
tion than fifty dollars, as evidence of indebtedness. 
They must be taken at par; and no new debt is 
authorized. Creditors of the Government have 
a right to such relief; and I trust the bill will be 


put upon its passage at once. f 
Mr.GARNETT. After the recent declaration 


| of war by the President elect of the United States, 





| 


I deem it my duty to interpose every obstacle to 
the tyrannical and military despotism now about 
to be inaugurated. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Iam bound to say, that the 
Government will pay its debts and maintain its 
authority. At the earliest moment possible I shall 
move a suspension of the rules, in order that I 
may introduce the bill. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. If debate 
is not in order, I object to it, 

The SPEAKER. The session of the House 
to-day is for a special purpose; and the Chair 
thinks all business should be suspended until the 
arrival of the Senate. 

Mr. MORRILL. I desire to presenta petition 
from citizens of Bellows Falls, in my Stete. 

Mr. KILGORE. I must object to any busi- 
ness being done. 

Mr.GROW. I would ask the Speaker whether 
the House cannot proceed with its ordinary busi- 
ness until the arrival of the Senate? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair finds that, on the 
last occasion when votes were counted, the Speaker 
ruled it out of order to transact any other busi- 
ness until the votes were counted. 


COUNTING OF VOTES. 
At twenty minutes after twelve o’clock, the 
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Doorkeeper announced the Senate of the United 
States. 

The Senate entered the Hall, preceded by the 
Sergeant-at-Arms, and headed by the Vice Pres- 
ident and their Secretary, the members of the 
House rising to receive them. 

The Vice President took his seat on the right 
of the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and presided over the joint convention of the 
two Houses. The members of the Senate occu- 

ied seats provided for them in the area of the 
Tall. 

Mr. Trumev tt, the teller appointed on the part 
of the Senate, and Messrs. Pue rs, and Wasu- 
BURNE Of illinois, the two tellers appointed on the 
part of the House, took their seats at the Clerk’s 
desk. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 
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The VICE PRESIDENT then said: The two 
Houses being assembled, in pursuance of the 
Constitution, that the votes may be counted and 
declared for President and Vice President of the 
United States for the term commencing on the 
4th of March, 1861, it becomes my duty, under 
the Constitution, to open the certificates of elec- 
tion in the presence of the two Houses of Con- 

ress. I now proceed to discharge that duty. 

The Vice Presipent then proceeded to open 


| and hand to the tellers the votes of the several 
| States for President and Vice President of the 


United States, commencing with the State of 
Maine. 
The votes having been opened and counted, the 


| tellers, through Mr. TrumsBu tt, reported the fol- 


lowing as the result of the count: 


Statement of votes for President and Vice President of the United States for fowr years from the 4th of 











March, 1861. 
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The VICE PRESIDENT then said: Abraham 
Lincoln, of Illinois, having received a majority of | 
the whole number of electoral votes, is elected | 
President of the United States for four years, 
commencing the 4th of March, 1861. Hannibal | 
Hamlin, of Maine, having received a majority of | 
the whole number of electoral votes, is duly elected | 
Vice President of the United States for four years, 
commencing the 4th of March, 1861. 

The business for which the two Houses were 
assembled having been finished, the Senate will 
now return to its own Chamber. 

The Senate, headed by the Vice President and 
its officers, then retired from the Hall. 

The SPEAKER called the House of Repre- 
sentatives to order. 

Mr. WINSLOW. 
now adjourn. 

Mr. SICKLES. I trust that the House will 
not adjourn, unless there is an understanding that 
the Pacific railroad bill shall come up asa special 
order to-morrow morning. I demand the yeas 
and nays upon the motion to adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. STANTON. I hope the gentleman from 
North Carolina will withdraw the motion to 
adjourn. 

Mr. WINSLOW. There is no gentleman in 
the House whom I would be more willing to oblige 
than the gentleman from Ohio; but in the history 


I move that the House do 





| 





\| 





of the Government there is no instance in which 
the House has not adjourned after counting the 
vote for President and Vice President. 

Mr. COX. The gentleman is mistaken In 
1853 the House proceeded with its business after 
counting the votes. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 86, nays 89; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Avery, Beale, Bocock, Brabson, 
Branch, Bristow, Brown, Buffinton, Burnett, Butterfield, 
Case, Horace F. Clark, John B. Clark, Clark B. Cochrane, 
Conkling, Couway, Burton Craige, John G. Davis, Dawes, 
De Jainette, Delano, Edmundson, Edwards, Ely, English, 
Farnsworth, Florence, Garnett, Gooch, Graham, Gurley, 
Hall, J. Morrison Harris, John T. Harris, Haskin, Hickman, 
Hoard, Holman, Hughes, Hutchins, Kunkel, Leake, Logan, 
Longnecker, Lovejoy, Marston, Charles D. Martin, Elbert 
8s. Martin, McClernand, McKenty, McPherson, Millson, 
Nelson, Niblack, Nixon, Noell, Pettit, Peyton, Phelps, Pot- 
ter, Pottle, Edwin R. Reynolds, John H. Reynolds, Ri 
James C. Robinson, Royce, Ruffin, Simms, William N. H. 
Smith, Stevens, Stevenson, William Stewart, Tappan, 
Thayer, Thomas, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, Vallandig- 
ham, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Wash- 
burne, Webster, Winslow, and Wright—86. 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Adrain, Aldrich, 
Allen, Thomas L. Anderson, Ashley, Barr, Barret, Bing- 
ham, Blair, Blake, Boteler, Brayton, Briggs, Burch, Burn- 
ham, Campbell, Carey, Coburn, John Cochrane, Colfax, 
Corwin, Covode, Cox, James Craig, Curtis, H. Winter 
Davis, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Eliot, Etheridge, Fenton, 
Ferry, Foster, *Frank, French, Gilmer, Hale, Hamilton, 
Hatton, Helmick, William Howard, William A. Howard, 
Humphrey, Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, Kenyon, 
Larrabee, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Loomis, Maclay, Mal- 


LOBE. 








|| 











February 13, 


lory, Maynard, McKnight, Millward, Laban T. Moore 
Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, {saac N. Morris. 
Morse, Palmer, Perry, Porter, Quarles, Rice, Christopher 
Robinson, Scott, Scranton, Sedgwick, Sherman, Sickles 
Somes, Sporting, Spinner, Stanton, Stokes, Stout, Var 
Wyck, Verree, Wade, Waldron, Welis, Woodruff. 

Woodson—89. ; as 

So the House refused to adjourn. 


During the roll-call, 

Mr. QUARLES stated that Mr. Leacn, of 
North Carolina, was still detained at his rooms 
by indisposition. 

Mr. ALDRICH stated that Mr. Wixvom was 
absent in consequence of sickness in his family, 

The result was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. CURTIS. I now move that the special 
order of the Pacific railroad be continued over til] 
to-morrow, so that the House may now adjourn. 

Mr. GARNETT. I suppose that requires 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. CURTIS. No, sir; it does not. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to postpone is 


| in order. 


Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. 
point of order. 

Mr.SICKLES. I call the previous question 
on the motion to postpone. 

The SPEAKER. It is not necessary. No de- 
bate is in order. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. The pre- 
vious question was not called till after I obtained 
the floor, and was recognized by the Chair. Then 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Sickes] 


I rise toa 


| proposed to call the previous question. I have as 


Rrod a right to the floor as the gentleman from 
ew York, and I will keep possession of it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from North 
Carolina was recognized and has the floor, and is 
entitled to be heard as far forth as any member 
can be heard on this subject. No debate on this 
question is in order. 

Mr, CRAIGE, of North Carolina. There was 
a motion made to postpone the special order on 
the Pacific railroad bill. I then rose to a point of 
order, and I| have a right to state it. 

The SPEAKER he Chair will hear it with 
great pleasure. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. A few days 
ago, on the motion of the gentleman from Ohio, 
{Mr. Corwin,] to-morrow was set apart for the 
consideration of the report of the special commit- 
tee of thirty-three. Now, hold that it is not 
competent for the House, on the mere motion 
ef the gentleman from Iowa, to supersede that 
order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes that 
that question will be decided when it arises to- 
morrow. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. That is the 
very point. But the gentleman from Iowa desires 
to have it decided now. He moves to postpone 
the special order of to-morrow and to substitute 
for it the special order on the Pacific railroad bill. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes that 


| nothing can be decided at present on that subject. 


The only question to be settled now is, as to the 
ostponement of this special order till to-morrow. 
f the point of order be raised to-morrow, it can 

be decided then. 


Mr. WINSLOW _I move that the House do 


| now adjourn. 


Mr. CURTIS. That motion is not in order. 
No business has been done since the House voted 
on it hast. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is in order. 

Mr. BURNETT. I call for the yeas and nays, 
on the motion to adjourn. 


COMMITTEE TO WAIT ON THE PRESIDENT ELECT. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to submit, as a 


privileged motion, the ordinary resolution for the 
appointment of two members of this House, to 
— one member of the Senate, to be appointed 

y that body, to wait on the President elect, and 
inform him that he has been elected President of 
the United States for four years, commencing 4th 
March, 1861. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I would sug- 
gest to the gentleman from Ohio that that resolu- 
uon comes, ordinarily, from the Senate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It came last time from the 
House; I am following the usual course. 

Mr. HINDMAN. I suggest that the same 
committee be directed to inform General Scott that 
there is no further need for his janizaries about 
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the Capitol, the votes being counted and the result 
proclaimed. 

Mr. GROW. Gentlemen seem to trouble them- 
selves a good deal about General Scott on all 
occasions. 

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION. 

Mr. THEAKER, from the Committee on En- | 
rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled joint reso- 
lution (H. R. No. 39) directing the accounting | 
officers of the Treasury to settle the accounts of the 
late Robert Stockton, quartermaster, &c.; when 
the Speaker signed the same. 


ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. BURNETT. I demanded the yeas and 
nays on the motion to adjourn. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask the 








gentleman from Kentucky to withdraw the call 
tor the yeas and nays, and let us take the ques- 
tion by tellers. 
Mr. BURNETT. I have no objection 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Burrinron 
and Hoarp were appointed. 
The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 76, noes 46. 
Mr. CURTIS called for the yeas and nays. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH called for tellers on the | 
yeas and nays. | 
Tellers were ordered; and the same gentlemen | 
were appointed. 
The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes thirty-three. 
So (more than one fifth voting in favor thereof) | 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 
The Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. CURTIS. I again appeal to gentlemen to | 
allow this matter to go over asa special order. | 
Mr. BURNETT. Nothing is in order but the || 
call of the roll. | 
Mr. SHERMAN. I think that gentlemen on | 
both sides of the House are laboring under a mis- | 
| 





apprehension. It seems to me that if we now 
adjourn, the gentleman’s motion to postpone will 
come up in the morning, as unfinished business. 

Mr. CURTIS. I would like to know how 
that is. 

The SPEAKER. It is the opinion of the Chair | 
that 
Mr. BURNETT. I object to everything except 

the calling of the roll. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The Chair hasa right | 
to answer the question. 

Mr. RUFFIN. I object. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. 

Mr. PHELPS. How can a question of order 
be entertained when the House is voting? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I have the floor, 
if the gentleman from Missouri will allow me. 

The SPEAKER. Nothing is in order except || 
in regard to the motion to adjourn. | 

‘Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. It is in connec- 
tion with that that I desire to state my point of 
order, I understand that the Chair was delivering 
an opinion as to whether, if the House should 
adjourn now, this matter would come up as un- 
finished business to-morrow. I ask for the opin- 
ion of the Chair. 

Mr. WINSLOW. Thatis nota point of order. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. It is a question 
of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot consider 
that as a point of order; but there is no impro- 
priety in the question being asked and answered. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina I under- 
stood the Chair to decide, a while ago, that he 
avn not answer the question if objection were 
made. 

TheSPEAKER. Ifobjection be made, the vote 
must be proceeded with. 

Mr. BURCH (when his name was called) said: 
I cannot vote understandingly, unless the Chair 
decides the question asked. [Calls to order.]} 

Mr. SICKLES addressed the Chair. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina, and others, 
called the gentleman from New York to order. 

Mr.SICKLES. Ihave aright to be recognized 
by the Speaker. 

Mr. PHELPS. I call the gentleman to order. 
The calling of the roll has been commenced, and 
nothing else is in order. 

_Mr. BURCH. I desire to ask the Chair a ques- 
tion, the answer to which will influence my vote. 
[Calls to order. } 
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| the morning as unfinished business, and as mem- | 


| 
| and nays was withdrawn; and thereupon (at two | 


| ate to join the committee that may be aes 
c 


‘now. It isa bill of public importance, relating 
| to aur public land system, and there is no occa- 


| be consolidated; but provision has not been made | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. HINDMAN. [insist upon itthat the cor- | 
rect principle is that nothing else is in order during 








| the roll call. | 


Mr. BURCH. It is a question relating to the | 
matter before the House. 

Mr. CURTIS (when his name was called) said: 
Understanding that this matter will come up in 


bers seem anxious to adjourn, I ask leave to with- 
draw the call for the yeas and nays. 
There being no objection, the call for the yeas 


o’clock and twenty minutes, p.m.) the House 
adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuvurspay, February 14, 1861. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Guriey. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The VICE PRESIDENT appointed Mr. Trum- | 
BULL the committee of one on the part of the Sen- 


by the House of Representatives, to inform the 
President and Vice President elect of theirelection. 


CONSOLIDATED LAND OFFICES. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. The Commit- 


tee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. No. 841) making further provision in | 
relation to consolidated land offices, have instruct- 
ed me to report it back without amendment, and | 
at the same time to propose to put it on its passage | 


sion for debate in regard to it. Itis recommended 
by the General Land Office, and the scope of it 
I can state in a word or two. It is now the law, 
that when local land offices in a State no longer 
pay their own expenses they shall be consolidated. 

hat is the law already; but no proper provision 
has been made by law for taking care of the rec- 


ords, and for the payment of the necessary ex- | 


enya to carry out that system. I ask that the 
ill be put on its passage. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I think petitions must 
be first received. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricut 
in the chair.) Petititions have preference under 
the rule; but the Senator from Arkansas may in- 
sist on his motion. 

Mr. GRIMES. I ask the Senator from Ark- | 
ansas if this is the bill that makes an appropria- 
tion for the payment of clerks ? 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. It is not the 
bill which makes that appropriation; there is a 
special bill before us for that purpose. This pro- 
vides simply for the unprovided expenses of con- 
solidated land offices. The law is, that they shall 


as to the manner of doing it, and the payment of 
the expenses. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I do not wish to ob- | 
struct anything that my friend from Arkansas | 
desires so urgently as he does this; but it occurs 
to me that, in the morning hour, petitions ought 
to be preferred to bills being put upon their pas- 
sage, or being debated. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Petitions are | 
first named in the order of business; but it is in 


the power of the Senate to change that order by 
1 


a vote, and it is the duty of the Chair, when suc 
a motion is made, to submit it to the Senate. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Itis notorious 
that all the morning hour, for some considerable 
time, has been consumed with petitions. These 
petitions every morning recur; they amount to 
about the same thing every time; they carry not 
one particle of force on the face of God's earth 
here in the Senate, which is the place they are 
designed to acton. These petitions consume all 
the time here; and I know that the mass of Sena- 
tors (if not almost every one) are tired of hearing 
them. 
other House, under the rule there, without con- 


suming time, it would be all the better; but if I | 





If they were presented, as they are in the | 
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This bill has been put before the Senate in this 
way. I trust the Senator will allow it to pass, as 
itis a bill of actual importance, and an econom- 
ical bill to the Government of the United States in 
relation to the public land system. I would not 
urge it but for the fact that | am instructed to do 


so by the committee, and I am satisfied of its im- 
portance. 


No. 841) making further provision in relation to 
consolidated land offices, was considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. It provides that here- 
after the register for the consolidated land dis- 
trict at Boonville, in the State of Missouri, and 
of all other consolidated land districts, in conse- 
quence of additional duties imposed upon him, 
and in addition to the fees now allowed by law, 
shall be entitled to charge and receive for making 
transcripts for individuals, or furnishing any other 
record information respecting public lands or land 
titles in his consolidated land district, such fees as 
are properly authorized by the tariff existing in 
the local courts in that district; but the whole 
amount of the register’s compensation, including 
all fees and commissions to which he is entitled 
under existing laws, is not to exceed $3,000 per 
annum, or pro rata per quarter, and the excess, if 
any, over that amount, is to be paid into the Treas- 
ury of the United States; and the receiver is to 
receive his equal share of the fees, and it is to be 
his duty to aid the register in the preparation of 
the transcripts, or giving the record information, 
It also proposes to authorize the Secretary of the 
interior to make a reasonable allowance for office 
rent for any consolidated office; and when satis- 
fied of the necessity therefor, to approve the em- 
ployment by the register of one or more clerks, 
ata reasonable per diem compensation for such 
time as they are absolutely required to keep up 
the current public business, to be paid out of the 
surplus fees authorized to be charged, if any, and, 
if no surplus exists, out of the appropriation for 
incidental expenses of district land offices; but no 
clerk is to be so paid unless his employment has 
been first sanctioned by the Secretary of the In- 
terior. The bill also extends to and provides for 
all expenses heretofore incurred by any register 
or receiver of any consolidated land office, for 
additional clerical aid or office room. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. It is unne- 
cessary to say more, I believe, than I have said. 
The bill applies to all consolidated land offices, 
and is according to the recommendation of the 
Interior Department. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 
The following bills from the House of Repre- 


sentatives were severally read twice by their titles, 
and referred as indicated below: 

A bill (No. 115) for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of David G. Bates—to the Committee 
on Claims. 

A bill (No. 734) for the relief of Mrs. Ann E. 
Smoot, widow of the late Sane Joseph Smoot, 


United States Navy—to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 


EXTENSION OF CAPITOL GROUNDS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a report of the district attorney of the United 
States for the District of Columbia, relative to the 
value of certain real estate in the city of Wash- 
ington; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be 
printed. 


The motion was agreed to; and the bill (H.R. 








PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. KING presented a petition of citizens of 
New York, praying the passage of a law to pre- 
vent all further traffic in, and monopoly of, the 
public lands of the United States; and that they 

e laid out in farms or lots of limited size for the 
free and exclusive use of actual settlers only; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 





recollect rightly, there is not a positive provision 


that a petition shall have preference over a report | 


from a committee; and even if they were, unless 


| the reception of the report from the committee is 
| objected to at the time, it cannot be ruled that the 


presentation of the report is out of order. When- 
ever the report is presented and is accepted by the 
Senate, of course the Senate is capable of enter- 
taining a motion to put the bill on its passage. 





Mr. BINGHAM presented resolutions of the 
|| Legislature of Michigan againsta renewal of the 
|| patent for McCormick’s reaping machine; which 
|| were ordered to lie on the table. 

‘|| Mr. PEARCE presented papers in relation to 
|| the acceptation of a complimentary testimonial 
resented by the Emperor of Russia to Captain 





) 
| William L. Hudson, of the Navy; which were 
referred to the Committee on Foseign Relations. 
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Mr. TEN EYCK presented a petition of Row- | 


land Johnson, praying that an appropriation be || 


made to furnish food and raiment to the destitute 
people of Kansas; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. SEWARD. I present a memorial of ex- 
Governor Thomas Brown, of Florida, admin- 
istrator of George Fisher, deceased, protesting 
against the repeal of the act of Congress of June 
1, 1560, which provided for the adjustment of the 
accounts of the decedent, which I ask may be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs; and 
as there are no Senators now present from that 
State, | am requested to call the attention of the 
Committee on Indian Affairs especially to the | 
subject. 

Mr. CLARK. I will state to the Senator from 
New York that the Committee on Indian Affairs 
have already passed upon that resolution of Fish- 
er, and will report it in a day or two. 

‘The memorial was referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. DOUGLAS presented a memorial of im- 
porting merchants of Philadelphia, setting forth 
that they do not regard the limitation of the ware- | 
housing system proposed in the tariff bill now | 
before Congress as injurious; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 


STATE OF THE UNION. 

Mr. WADE presented a petition of citizens of 
Granville, Ohio, in favor of the Union, the Con- 
stitution as itis, and the enforcement of all the 
laws; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CAMERON presented two petitions of 
ciuzens of Lehigh county, Pennsylvania, praying 
for the adoption of the compromise measures pro- 
posed by Mr. Crirrenpen; which were ordered 
to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of the 
cities of Pittsburg and Alleghany, Pennsylvania, 
praying for the enactment of such laws as will 
save the country; which was ordered to lie on the | 
table. 

He also presented two petitions of citizens of 
Alleghany county, Pennsylvania, in favor of the 
Union, the Constitution as it is, and the enforce- 
ment of all the laws; which were ordered to lie 
on the table. 

He also presented six petitions of citizens of 
Philadelphia, without distinction of party, pray- 
ine Congress to stand firm for the Union, the 
Constitution as it is, and the enforcement of all 
the laws; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of Lan- 
caster county, Pennsylvania, praying for the | 
adoption of the compromise measures proposed 
by Mr. Crirrenpen; which was ordered to lie | 
on the table. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of four 
hundred electors, in the town of Waterford, Sar- | 
atoga county, New York, for the adoption of the 
Crittenden amendments; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

He also presented a memorial of the Chamber of 
Commerce of New York, remonstrating against 
the passage of the tariff bill now before Con- | 
gress; which was ordered to lie on the table, and 
be printed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The Senator from Ohio, 
{[Mr. Pueu,]} upon leaving here, in consequence 
of sickness, i believe, in his family, left with me 
a petition, which he desired me to present. The 
petition is short. Itis from the citizens of the 
city of Portsmouth, Ohio, about five hundred in 
number, praying for the adoption of the proposi- 
tions which have been submitted to the Senate to 
settle our national troubles. I move that it be 
laid on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a petition of 
citizens of the town of Oyster Bay, New York, 
praying for the adoption of the compromise 
measures proposed by him; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 


He also presented a memorial of citizens of || 


Iowa, praying for the adoption of the compromise 
measures proposed by the representatives of the 
border States, or by Hon. Mr. Doveras; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 
He also presented a petition of citizens of Brad- 
ford, Vermont, praying for the adoption of the 
compromise measures proposed by him; which | 
was ordered to lie on the tabie. 








Mr. MORRILL presented a memorial of citi- | 
zens of Frankfort, Maine, praying for the speedy | 


adoption of measures of conciliation and compro- 


| mise; which was ordered to Jie on the table. 


| ures of conciliation an 


He also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Richmond, Maine, praying the adoption of meas- 


ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. TEN EYCK presented a petition of citi- 


zens of Philadelphia, Pennsflvania, in favor of 
the Union, the Constitution as it is, and the en- 
forcement of all the laws; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 


Mr. FESSENDEN presented a memorial of 


| citizens of Westbrook, Maine, praying for the 


adoption of measures of conciliation and compro- 
mise; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. POLK presented a petition of citizens of 
Pike county, Missouri, praying for the adoption 
of the compromise measures proposed by Hon. 
Mr. Critrenpen; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I present joint resolutions 
of the Legislature of the State of Michigan, on 
the state of the Union, and ask that they be read. 

The Secretary read them, as follows: 

Joint Resolutions on the state of the Union. 


Whereas certain citizens of the United States are at this 
time in open rebellion against the Government, and by 


| overt acts threaten its peace and harmony, and to compass 


| great unanimity. 
| thirty-two members, thirty voted in their favor; 


its final overthrow : Therefore, 
Resolved, That the Government of the United States is 


| Supreme, with full inherent powers of self-protection and 


defense. 

Resolved, That Michigan adheres to the Government as 
ordained by the Constitution, and, for sustaining it intact, 
hereby pledges and tenders to the General Government all 
its military power and material resources. 

Resolved, That concession and compromise are not to be 
entertained or offered to traitors, while the rights and in- 
ests of Union-loving citizens should be regarded and re- 
spected in every place and under all circumstances. 

Resolved, ‘That his Excellency the Governor be requested 
to forward a copy of these resolutions to our Senators and 


Representatives in Congress, and to the Governors of our | 


sister States. JAMES BIRNEY, 


President of the Senate. 
DEXTER MUSSEY, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
Approved, February 2, 1861. 
AUSTIN BLAIR, Governor. 


Mr.BINGHAM Theseresoiutions, Mr. Pres- 
ident, passed the Legislature of Michigan with 
In the Senate, composed of 


and in the House of Representatives, of about 
eighty members, only six, I think, voted against 
them. In my judgment, the people of Michigan, 
in a proportion fully as great, entertain the same 
sentiments and principles. They declare, in the 
most emphatic language, that ‘* the Government 
of the United States is supreme, with full inherent 
powers of self-protection and defense.’’ A Gov- 
ernment destitute of such powers, a Government 
of confederated States, from which any of them 
can withdraw at pleasure, in their judgment az.d 


in mine, is perfectly worthless, if, indeed, it de- 


serves to be called by the name of Government. 

They also declare that the Constitution is the 
supreme law of the land, and that all its provis- 
ions should be obeyed and enforced alike in every 
portion of the Confederacy. They have no sym- 
pathy with rebellion or treason, nor with that 


| class of men, whether connected with the Admin- 


istration or otherwise, who have rifled the public 
Treasury, and nearly destroyed the credit of the 
Government; who have seized our forts and rev- 
enue vessels, plundered our arsenals, robbed our 
mints, fired upon our vessels of commerce, and 
are, this day, menacing the destruction of the gal- 
lant Anderson in Fort Sumter. Such gross vio- 
lations of law, such wanton outrages, seem to 
them perfectly inexcusable; and they will not hes- 
itate to characterize them with the strong language 
of treason, which they deserve Wrongs of such 
enormity should be immediately redressed; and 
to enable the Government to recover its jurisdic- 


| tion so tamely and cowardly surrendered, to en- 
force its laws, and to punish rebellion, if it be 


necessary, the State of Michigan pledges and 
tenders to the General Government all its material 
resources and its military power 

I think I may say, Mr. President, for the peo- 
ple of Michigan, that they indulge a confident 
hope that with the sober second thought the peo- 
ple of the slaveholding States will come to the 
conclusion that the election of a Republican Pres- 
ident, by the peaceful mode prescribed by the 


compromise; which was | 









February 14, 


Constitution, is not just cause for revolution; and 
when they have become undeceived in references 
to the ee tae and policy of the Republican 
arty, they will acknowledge their mistake, and 
ike good and loyal citizens, submit to the rule of 
the least exacting and best Government on the 
face of the globe. Its benefits and blessings haye 
been showered upon all, its burdens scarce felt 
by any; but if, in their hardness and blindness 
they shall continue in open violation of the laws, 
the Government will deserve the contempt of its 
own citizens,and of the civilized world, if it sub- 
mits to its own destruction for fear of the sense. 
less and unmeaning cry of coercion. The enforce- 
ment of the laws of the land over every inch of 
this broad Republic is not coercion in any offens- 
| ive sense, but a duty imposed by the most solemn 
obligations, and which cannot be disregarded or 
neglected. When a Government, either from in- 
tention or imbecility, refuses to administer its 
_ own laws alike everywhere, it has already become 
a party to its own disintegration and annihilation, 
he duty of preserving the Union is imposed 
upon every man who takes an oath to support the 
Constitution, and no means should be left untried 
| to avoid collision and bloodshed consistent with 
that fidelity to principles which no man can prop- 
erly surrender; but any concession which would 
rivet more closely the fetters of slavery, or extend 
that institution over new territory, will be resisted 
by the people of Michigan by all peaceable and 
| lawful means. 
| Imove that the resolution be laid upon the table, 
/ and printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. WILKINSON. I present the memorial 
| of several gentlemen in the state of Minnesota, 
in relation to the state of the Union; and I wish 
simply to remark that they are members of the 
Lagulabate-stee Senate and House of Represent- 
atives—of that State, and embrace, I believe, 
every Republican member of that body. They 
are in striking contrast, Mr. President, with the 
petitions which have been received from the cities 
of Boston, New York, and Philadelphia, and other 
places, so numerously signed, and presented here 
in favor of the Crittenden propositions. And I 
wish simply to state that, in my humble judg- 
ment, if Senators, or if the people, would ascer- 
tain what the true sentiment of the country is, 
they must get off from the sidewalks of our cities; 
they must go away from the commercial districts 
of this country; they must penetrate into the in- 
terior; for I am satisfied that it is now here inthis 
country precisely as it was two thousand years 
ago intheOld World, when it was declared that— 
‘* Honor sinks where commerce long prevails.” 


| 
7 ; 
If Senators would ascertain what the true senti- 














ment of the country is, they must go to the wool- 
growing regions of Verment. to the wheat-fields 
of New York, to the agricultural and mining dis- 
tricts of Pennsylvania. Yes, sir; they must pen- 
etrate to the very heart of the eight million of 
eople residing on their own acres in the great 
| Northwest, and ask them this question: are you 
prepared to make a surrender of your convictions, 
of your principles, of your honor, at the bidding 
of organized rebels and traitors? And, sir, when 
that answer comes, as come it certainly will when 
the question is presented to the people, timid Sen- 
ators and timid Representatives will learn, | ap- 
prehend, what the true sentiment of this country 
is. Now, sir, representing a people who, three 
months ago, decided a great question, a quesuon 
which was decided by the all powerful verdict of 
the American people, I, for one, am not prepared 
to abandon that verdict, or to surrender and give 
it up. 
Trepesdent, as this petition will show, a con- 
stituency and a State which plant themselves ow 
| that verdict, and there they intend to stand. nd 
I will here say, Mr. President, that no menaces, 
no threats of war, no military display, no tramp 
of armed men, no glittering bayonets, will drive 
the people of the Northwest from that position. 
The demand, sir, which was first made of the 
North upon this floor was made four weeks from 
| the time the verdict of the people was reudered; 
‘| and that demand was simply this: you must sur- 
render your convictions, you must abandon your 
} principles, you must make a surrender of your 
olitical faith, or this Union must be broken up. 
hat was the plain import of the demand which 
was made to the country, and I am pained, lam 
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pained here nearly every day to see the Senator 
trom Kentucky, and others whom I believe to 
be loyal and true to this country, and to be lovers 
of this Union, turning to the Republican members 
in this Chamber, and asking them if they are true 
friends of this Union. Sir, who has menaced the 
Union; who has ever said, from the northern 
States anywhere, that they were not true to this 
Union? The Senator from Virginia [Mr. Mason] 
said, the other day in his place, that his State had 
been engaged in preparing itself for war for the 
last twelve months; that they had voted $500,000 
to arm-the militia; that even towns and counties 
had volunteered to raise money to arm the militia 
of that State; and for what purpose? To fight 
whom, and to fight what? Wh have these prep- 
arations for war been made all over the South? 
And with the speeches that have been made here 
showing that the South have been preparing to 
arm themselves for the purpose of war, the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky, wits is saving this Union, 
has uttered no word of reproof to those gentle- 
men who have made those threats here upon this 
floor. 

I present this memorial, and ask that it be read. 

The Secretary read the memorial, as follows: 


To the honorable Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled : 
The undersigned citizens of the State Of Minnesota re- 

spectfully represent to your honorable body that several 

States of this Union have rebelled against the Government || 

of the United States; have captured forts, arsenals, can- 

non, small agms, and other property of the United States, 
to the amount and value of several million dollars; that, 
within those States, citizens of the free States, who have 
gone thither for beaith, pleasure, or business, relying upon 
the guarantee of our national Constitution, that “the citizens 
ofeach State shall be entitled to all the privileges and immu- 
nities of citizens of the several States ’’—are, by the score 
and hundred, tarred and feathered, banished, and many even || 
murdered, by lawless mobs, without judge or jury, indict- 
ment or trial, and their property confiscated without any 
process of law; that the authorities ofthe States wherein | 
these crimes are perpetrated take no measures to prevent 
or punish them, but rather encourage and appréve them ; 
that among those who have been so maltreated are citizens 
of Minnesota; that within said rebellious States the Con- 
stitution and the laws of the United States are a dead let- 
ter, und the authority of the General Government defied ; 
that an American vessel, bearing the flag of the United 

States and in Government employ, has been, by rebels and 

traitors, fired upon, and by force prevented from entering a 

port of the United States; that the channels leading into 

some of the ports of the United States have been, by the 
authority of the rebellious States aforesaid, blocked upand | 
obstructed ; that conspiracies have been set on foot to take | 
possession of the capital of the United States by an armed | 
fos in open rebellion against the Government; that the 
navigation of the Mississippi river has been and is impeded | 
and prevented by means of a battery, or batteries, planted | 
on its shores, by authority of one of the said rebellious | 

States ; and that your petitioners cannot learn that the con- | 

stituted authorities of the Government have taken, or are 

taking, efficient measures to put a stop to orto punish such 
proceedings, or to prevent their repetition and indefinite ex- 
tension. 

Your petitioners also learn that certain measures have 
been urged upon your honorable body, having mainly in 
view the extension and perpetuation of slavery, as a ineans 
of buying off the perpetrators of the above stated outrages 
from continuing and aggravating them. 

Your petitioners are convinced that such measures will 
not have the desired effect; and that it is due to the integ- 
rity of our Government, as well as to the law-abiding cit- 
izens who claim its protection, that the laws shall be en- 
forced, “and that the Federal Constitution, the rights of 
States, and the Union of the States, shall be preserved.” 

Wherefore your petitioners pray that your honorable body 
will place at the disposal of the President of the United 
States such means, in men and money, as may be neces- 
sary for the purpose; and that you call upon him to en- 
foree the laws, to reinforce the forts threatened by rebels, 
to recapture (if not peaceably delivered up on demand) the 
forts aud munitions of war of which the Government has 
been robbed, to take measures to bring traitors to trial and 
punishment, and, generally, to see to it that the Republic 
receives no detriment at the hands of rebels and traitors. 

And your petitioners respectfully but firmly protest against 
the adoption by your honorable body of any proposition for | 
amending the Constitution, with a view to conciliate States |) 
which are in open rebellion, or which threaten rebellion if 
their demands be not complied with, until such States shall |, 
have returned to their allegiance, and have withdrawn their 
threats of rebellion. And especially do your petitioners 
protest against the enactment of any law, or the adoption 
of any proposition for. amending the Constitution, which || 
has in view the extension of human slavery. 


The memorial was ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. RICE. I have just listened to a very long || 
— coming from the citizens of Minnesota. 1 
t appears to be very lengthy, so far as the peti- 
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tion itself is concerned, but very short in regard 
to the names. I received last might a very short 
petition, with alarge numberof respectable names, 
and I desire to say that I believe within a few 
days evidence will come from my State that a very 
large majority of the people are for the Union, and 
that they are for peace, and that they desire the 
vexed questions, now agitating the country, set- 
tled in an amicable manner, and in a manner that 
will be honorable to every section. As this me- 
morial contains but a few lines, I ask to have it 
read. 


The Secretary read, as follows: 


To the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States: 

GenTLeMEN: The undersigned citizens of the city of 
Hastings, representing the nationalities of the New and Old 
World, fraternally united in devotion to the Constitution 
of the Federal Union, and the principles of free government 
thereby secured, look with anxiety and alarm upon the in- 
crease of public dissension, evidently arising from the per- 
turbed state of political affairs now threatening the dis- 
ruption and overthrow of the most perfect system of civil 
government ever devised by the wisdom of men. ‘The se- 
cession of five States from the Confederacy, our kindred 
in blood and language, and of the same political affiliations, 
and the threatened defection of others, fill us with deep 
concern that any condition of our national affairs, or acts 


of legislation, should have led to such calamitous results. | 
As we deprecate the spirit of crimination, which engenders | 


recrimination, a fanatical policy fraught only with mischief, 
and destructive to peace, we pass aside from any allusions 
to the causes of existing trouble, and pray your honorable 
bodies speedily to pass upon such measures as will give 


| quiet to a feverish and distracted country. 


We would respectfully recommend the plan of adjust- 


| ment embraced in the Crittenden resolutions, or that sub- 


mitted by Hon. H. M. Rice, a modification of either, or 
combination of the principles of both, such as will secure 


| equal justice to every section of our once prosperous Union, 


reconcile conflicting passions, and forever put to rest sec- 
tional strife, hitherto so fruitful in discord and anarchy. 


The memorial was ordered to liz on the table. 


Mr. SEWARD. I ask leave to present the 
= of six hundred delegates constituting a 
emocratic convention of the State of New York, 


| held on Thursday, the 3lst of January, 1861, at 


Albany, in which that respectable and numerous 
body of delegates submit to the Senate of the 
United States their views upon the great ques- 
tions agitating the public mind. As these gentle- 
men belong to a party different from that which 


has sent me here, I feel that it would be ea 


to them not to present their memorial at the ear- 
liest hour, and I do so at once. I ask that it lie 
on the table; and out of respect for the conven- 
tion, [ move that it be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


WILLIAM L. HUDSON, 


Mr. PEARCE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations be 
instructed to inquire into the propriety of authorizing by 
law Captain William L. Hudson, of the United States 
Navy, to accept a complimentary testimonial presented to 


| him by the Emperor of Russia. 


INAUGURATION OF THE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. FOOT submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That a committee of three Senators be ap 
pointed by the Presiding Officer to make the necessary ar 
rangements for the reception and inauguration of the Pres 
ident elect on the 4th of March next. 


The VICE PRESIDENT appointed Mr. Foor, 


Mr. Pearce, and Mr. Baker, the committee on | 


the part of the Senate. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. LATHAM, from the Committee on Mil 


itary Affairs and Militia, to whom was referred | 


the petition of George P. Ihrie, praying compen- 


| sation for services on the boundary survey be- | 
| tween the United States and Mexico, and an al- 
| lowance for transportation from said survey to | 
his home, submitted a report, accompanied by a | 


bill (S. No. 564) for the relief of George P. Ihrie. 
The bill was read, and passed to second reading; 
and the report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Naval 


Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of Cap- 


tain French Forrest, United States Navy, for ad- 
ditional compensation for his services while in 
, command of the Pacific squadron, submitted an 
| adverse report; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Terri 
tories, to whom the subject was referred, reported 
a bill (S. No. 562) to provide a temporary gov- 
ernment for the Territory of Dakota, and to create 
the office of surveyor general therein; which was 
read, and passed toa second reading. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
the subject was referred, reported a bill (S. No. 
563) to organize the Territory of Nevada; which 
was read, and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. GREEN notified the Senate that he would 
| call up these bills as soon as possible. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Grossprenner, his Secretary, 
announced that the President of the United States 
| yesterday approved and signed the following acts 
| and joint resolution: 
| An act (S. No. 531) to change the name of the 
| schooner Augusta to Colonel Cook; 

An act (S. No. 111) for the relief of Aaron H. 
Palmer; and 

A joint resolution (S. No. 58) authorizing Lieu- 
tenant T. A. M. Craven, United States Navy, to 
receive certain marks of distinction tendered him 
by the Spanish Government. 


LOTS AT PRAIRIE DU CHIEN. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I ask leave to withdraw 
a motion made by myself to reconsider a bill. 
The bill was passed, and on my motion it was 
reconsidered. It is in relation to quit-claiming 
| the interest of the United States to certain lands 
at Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin. I was acting 
under a misapprehension at the time, and I desire 
to withdraw the motion to reconsider, so that the 
bill may go to the House of Representatives, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
hears no objection, and the motion is withdrawn. 


DEXTER R. CROCKER. 


Mr. LANE. I nowask permission of the Sen- 
ate to take up the bill for the relief of Dexter R. 
Crocker. It is Senate bill No. 546, reported from 
| the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WADE. The bill for the relief George 
H. Giddings was the unfinished business of the 
morning hour yesterday. I hope that will be 
taken up. It is in order. 

Mr. LANE. I do not intend to oppose taking 
up that bill. Lonly want to say that this is for the 
relief of a gentleman now living in lowa, where he 
| has resided many years, who performed certain 
services in Oregon, to my knowledge, and, per- 
haps, no other person who will be here after me 
will know of the services. It is just; and the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
reported the bill, and recommended its passage. 
| If the Senator will allow it to come up, I shall be 
willing that it may go over if it leads to debate; 
and his bill will be taken up. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour for 
the special order has arrived, and it must be taken 
up, unless otherwise directed by the Senate. 

Mr. LANE. I beg the Senate just to allow 
this bill to be taken up, and then it may go over, 
if it gives rise to discussion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Oregon asks the unanimous consent of the 
Senate to take up the bill referred to. 

Mr. CLARK and Mr. CAMERON objected. 

Mr. LANE. Then I shall ask a vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, Itis moved to 
eee the special order, which is House bill 
No. 338, a bill to provide for the payment of out- 
standing Treasury notes, &c. , 

Mr. WILSON. Before we proceed to consider 
the tariff bill, which, I believe, is the unfinished 
business, I want to make a motion in regard to 
| the message, upon which I had the floor to-day. 


| ‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is a 

















motion pending which the Senator will allow the 
Chair to dispose of. Itis to postpone the special 
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order, being House bill No. 338, and take up 
Senate bill 546, for the relief of Dexter R. Crocker. 

Mr. LANE. Just to take it up, and let it pass 
over. 

The motion was agreed to; there being, on a 
division—ayes twenty-thr €; noes not counted; 
and the bill (S. No. 546) for the relief of Dexter 
RK. Crocker was read the second time and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. 
to direct the Postmaster General to pay to Dex- 
ter R. Crocker, for transporting the United States 
mail between Canyonville, Oregon, and Yreka, 
California, on route No. 5046, from April to No- 
vember, 1853, a period of eight months, the sum 
of $1,500. 

Mr. LANE. This bill was unanimously re- 
ported; and I think there will be no objection 
to it. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 


PATENT OFFICE AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 


Mr. FITCH, from the Committee on Printing, 
to whom was referred a motion to print extra 
copies of the annual report of the Commissioner 





ee 


of Patents on agriculture for the year 1560, re- | 


ported the following resolution: 


Resolved, That twenty thousand additional copies of the | 


annual report of the Commissioner of Patents on agricul- 
ture, for the year 1860, be printed for the use of the Senate ; 
and five thousand additional copies for distribution by the 


Interior Department, including sixteen pages of illustra- || 


tions. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
understand it. 

The resolution lies over, under the rules. 


Let it lie over. 


MISSION OF PEACE 
Mr. WILSON. 
the President, on which I had the floor, be post- 


poned, and mad assigned for Monday next, 
at one o’clock. 


FROM VIRGINIA. 


Mr. CLARK. I hope not. There was another | 


question postponed to the same time, on which I 
have the floor. 

Mr. WILSON. Then I will say half past 
twelve o’clock on Monday. 

Mr. CLARK. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. LANE. I suggest to the honorable Sen- 
ator to say Tuesday, at one o’clock. There is no 
special order for that Cay, and I desire very much 
to have the floor for a few moments when the 
message comes up. If it comes up on Monday, 
it will clash with the order at one o’clock, and | 
shall have no opportunity of getting the floor. 

Mr. WILSON. As I have given way some 
fifteen or twenty times already, I suppose I can 
do so once more; and I propose Tuesday, at one 
o'clock. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion is, 
to postpone the message of the President of the 
United States, communicating to the Senate a se- 


ries of resolutions adopted by the Legislature of || 


I do not | 


| move that the message of | 





THE TARIFF BILL. 


‘| Mr. CAMERON. Whatis the question before 


It proposes | 





“the Senate now? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is no 
question before the Senate. 
Mr. CAMERON, 
| the tariff bill. 
Mr. SIMMONS. It is the special order. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


The special | 


order that was passed over will be taken up. It | 


is House bill No. 338, to provide for the payment 
of outstanding Treasury notes, toauthorizea loan, 
to regulate and fix the duties on imports, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr, WIGFALL. I understood yesterday that 
the unfinished business was the joint resolution 
of the House of Representatives in reference to 
George H. Giddings’s claim. I hope it will be 
taken up now. ‘ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That was dur- 
ing the morning hour. 

Mr. WIGFALL. It was to be taken up, as I 
understood, as unfinished business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there had 
been time within the morning hour it would have 
been; but the entire hour was consumed by the 
presentation of petitions and reports. 

Mr. WIGFALL. I trust the Senator from 
Rhode Island will allow that matter to be consid- 
/ered now. It will not lead to debate. 

Mr. GRIMES and Mr. FESSENDEN. It 
will. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I have given way now for 
three or four bills, and | think we had better go 
| on with the tariff bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. House bill No. 
338 is before the Senate as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. SIMMONS. _I propose now that we pro- 
| ceed with the amendments, beginning in the sixth 

section, and passing over the loan portion-of the 
| bill; and I have an amendment to offer to the fifth 
section, when we get through with the amend- 
ments reported by the committee. 


2 
‘| Mr. HUNTER. Whatdoesthe Senator from 


| 


Virginia, having in view a peaceful settlement of | 
the questions which now threaten the Union, and | 


make it the special order for Tuesday next, at 
one o’clock. 
The motion was agreed to. 


COMMODORE PAULDING. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I move to take up House | 


joint resolution No. 59,and I call the attention of 
the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Masow,] to it. 
It is a joint resolution, reported from the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, authorizing Com- 
modore H. Paulding to receive a sword and a 
grant of land, awarded to him by the Republic 
of Nicaragua. I desire to have it taken up and 
assed. 

Mr. MASON. I shall not object to taking up 
the resolution; but if it be taken up, I shall feel 
called upon to give my reasons for opposing it. 

Mr. CAMERON, Then, I hope it will not be 
taken up now. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. If it is taken up, I shall 
move to put it over until to-morrow morning, at 
half-past twelve o’clock. 

Mr. MASON. 1 have no objection to that. 

The motion to take up the joint resolution was 
agreed to. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Now, I move that it be 
made the special order for to-morrow, at half-past 
twelve o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 


| 


| 


Rhode Island propose? I did not hear him. 
Mr. SIMMONS. I propose to commence with 
the amendments at the sixth section of the bill. 
| Mr. HUNTER. The Senator from Rhode 
| Island [Mr. Simmons] presented his views at large 


| perhaps, as I represent the opposite opinions, | 
| ought to present them before we commence to act 
on the amendments. I do not wish to impede or 
throw any obstacles in the way of action on the 
bill; but it strikes me that probably I had better 


|| present what I have to say now than afterwards. 


Mr. President, it is very disagreeable to speak, 
as I do on this occasion, with a consciousness of 
my utter inability to prevent the passage of this 
bill. Lhave no doubt that the adoption of this 

/measure is a foregone conclusion. I believe it 
has been generally understood that the adhesion 
| of the State of Pennsylvania to the Republican 
party was upon the condition of the passage of 
this Morrill-tariff bill; and I suppose an obliga- 
tion that has been incurred at such a price must 
be carried out. Still, I owe it, perhaps, to those 
whose opinions I represented on this committee, 
/and to my constituents, to expose, if I can, the 
shallow pretexts on which it is sought to adopt 
this measure, and strip it of those disguises in 
the shape of specific duties, under which its enor- 
mous taxation is hidden. 

lt was said, sir, by the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. WiLson} some weeks since, that 
he would probably go for the Morrill bill, because 
the iaw of 1857 had failed to answer the expecta- 
tions of its friends. The Senator from Rhode 
Island, too, presented a specious but very illusory 
statement in regard to the revenue capacities of 
that measure. The Senator from Massachusetts 
| [Mr. W mean) may vote against the measure of 
| 1857 because he does not like it, or he may vote 
| for another because he prefers it; but he is utterly 


| mistaken if he supposes that that measure has 
not answered the expectations of its friends, so 
far as its revenue capacities are concerned. As 
we all know, the bill of 1857 was passed for the 
urpose‘of reducing the revenues of the country 

in order that we might in that mode enforce econ- 

| omy upon Congress in its annual legislation. It 
| was based upon an estimate that it would prob- 
ij ably yield, upon the importation which it was 


} the time some $51,000,000. 


Then, I move to take up || 





on the bill yesterday; and it seems to me that, | 
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supposed by the then Secretary of the Treasury 
would be made, as he said in relation to his own 


scheme, about $50,000,000; I believe I stated 








It was said then that 
| such a sum would be ample, inasmuch as it was 
supposed by Mr. Guthrie that the expenditur:< 
of this Government would be reduced to the sum 
of $50,000,000. I think, sir, that more than ono 
of the leaders and eminent men in the party about 
to come into power, estimated, during the |as; 
year, that something like $50,000,000 ought to 
| suffice for the annual expenditures of the Goy- 
ernment. 

Now, sir, we all know that in the first year of 
the operation of this tariff of 1857 it was exposed 
to a severe financial pressure, and therefore that 
pose could afford no test of its revenue capacities; 

ut in the very next year, when there was a par- 
tial revival of trade, it yielded about $50,000,000, 
coming within 2 or 3 per cent. of the estimate 
| which was made in regard to it. Did any such 
measure ever produce results more nearly accord- 
ing with its estimate than 3 or 4 per cent.? So 
in regard to the estimate of the Secretary of thy 
Treasury for what it was to yield during the last 
fiscal year. He estimated that it would yield 
some $55,900,000. Its actual yield, according to a 
statement which I have from the Register of the 
Treasury, made up since the annual report, was 
$94,100,000; thus coming within less than 4 per 
cent. of the estimate of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury. The Secretary of the Treasury estimated 
that the tariff would yield, during this year, some- 
thing like $60,000,000. We all know that, up to 
the period of the presidential election, the receipts 
from this tariff were largely in advance of the 
receipts of the corresponding period in the last 
fiscal year, when it actually yielded $54,100,000. 
According to the statement given to me, it will be 
found, that not only did the first quarter yield 
something more than the first quarter of the las: 
fiscal year, but the receipts for the month of Oc- 
tober were something like $500,000 in advance of 
those of the corresponding month of the last fiscal 
year.* We know that the exports of this year, 
up to that period, were largely in advance of those 
of the preceding year. There was every reason, 
therefore, to expect that, if there had been no 
political trouble, the revenue under this tariff of 
1857, would have been much larger this year than 
it was during the last; and that, probably, 11 
would have reached something like $58,000,000 or 
$60,000,000. Why, sir, we exported last year 
$400,000,000, including specie, which is now a 
product of this country; and we were exporting, 
up to the time of the presidential election, this year, 
greatly more than we were during the last year. 

But the Senator from Rhode Island, in order 
to undervalue the revenue capacity of this tariff 
of 1857, takes what he calls four years. It has 
been 1n operation but a little over three years and 
ahalf. Hetakes that first year of financial panic; 
he takes the two years that were hardly averay: 
years, for commerce did not revive until last year: 
and he takes this year, without the consideration 
of this severe political crisis and revolution !)\ 
which we are placed, and estimates it according 
the supposition of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in order to makearevenue capacity of $44,000,000 
or $45,000,000. Now, Mr. President, is that « 
fair way of-estimating the probable effects of Un 
bill? Do we not know that its receipts have been 
actually increasing up to the time of this very 
political revulsion? It yielded more the second 
year than it did the first; it yielded more the third 
year than it did the second; and it was in the way 
to yield more in the fourth year than it did in the 
third. Up to the period of the presidential elec- 
tion, it had yielded largely more than it did during 
the same period last year. No, sir; the measure 
has not failed to answer the expectations of i's 











* Statement exhibiting the receipts from customs inthe Un 
ted States for the months of July, August, September, 2” 
October, 1859. Also the same exhibits for the corresyo™ 
ing period of time in 1860: oer 

For quarter ending September 30, 1859.. ...$15,947,070 0° 

For month of October, 1859.........20++0+ 3,208,922 » 
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September 30, 1860....$16,119,851 2 
3,716,545 «~ 
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Treasury DeraRTMENT, January 22, 1861. 
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fr icienila, so far asits revenue —— is sane | would alias ethe onsen penditure to something ge sneralty , but to set them eniden asa fund to enable 
1 tell you in what it is that their expectations have like $58,000,000, and that not upon estimate or | anybody who had a note, as long as the money 
been disappointed. The expenditures of the Gov- || conjecture, but the actual experience of the last was there, toexchange it, dollarfordollar; and that, 
ernment have not been reduced to the extent that | fiscal year. I say but for these times, there was | in addition to the fact that they were receivable for 
they expected. The public lands have been, in | every probability that this tariff of 1857 would — dues, would probably have enabled us to 
fact, abandoned asa source of revenue. It has have yielded $58,000,000. Add to that the keep out $10, 000,000, not at an interest of from 
been proclaimed by the party coming into power 2,100,000, which I believe the Secre tary of the |) 10 to 12 per cent., but an interest of from 6 to 8 
that they intended to give them away in the shape late ‘rior says the lands yielded last year, for his || per cent. But, sir, it was against the creed of the 
of a homestead; and as the Secretary of the Inte- | statement 1s a little in excess of that of ‘the See- | Chicago platform, and upon that account all at- 
rior has well said, this has operated constantly asa || retary of the Treasury; and add the receipts from | tempts of this sort have been rejected; and we 
reventiveanda bartothe purchase of these lands | miscellaneous sources, about $11,000,000, and we | have seen the consequences that have been en- 
f persons who otherwise would have bought | should have had, with the receipts from the pub- tailed aren us. 
them, if they had not hoped to receive them as a | lic lands, and from miscellaneous sources, upon But, Mr. President, this was not the only re- 
gift. This,and the fact that the bounty | land bill, || that estimate, enough to carry on the Govern- |) spect in whic sh the expectations of those who voted 
which was passed for the soldiers of 1812, had not || ment and to pay a small deficie ncy for the Post || for the tariff of 1857 were disappointed in regard 
exhausted its operation, has hitherto kept down || Office Department. Ifwe had received $60,000,000, || to public expenditures. We did not suppose that 
the receipts from the public lands. | as he estimated, we should have received quite | the Post Office Department was to be saddled as 
But, Mr. President, if it were to be understood | enough to carry on the expenditures of the last | a constant and permanent source of ood 
that the funds arising from these lands were to be | year, which included $4,400,000 of deficiency for || for millions annually upon the Treasury; and yet 
honestly and faithfully devoted to the payment of | the Post Office De spartment, and to pay theannual | such has been the case; and when a Democratic 
the public debt; if it was to be understood that | expenditures, and the interest of the public debt | President recommended an increase of the rates 
this homestead measure was not to be passed in || also. of postage, to make it self-sustaining, and when 
times like these, now that this bounty-land act Now, sir,do we not know, from the experience | a Democratic Postmaster General recommended 
hasalmost exhausted itself, there being only about | of the past, that our ad valorem tariffs have gen- | cha same increase, and when we sought here to 
8,000,000 of acres to be taken under it, we might | erally jncreased in revenue faster than the ex- | pass it into a law, and also to cut off, at the same 
soon hope to have a revenue of $5,000,000 or penditures and population of the country? Have || time, the expenditures arising out of the franking 
$6,000,000 from that source; and this added tothe || we not seen that the revenue from the existing | privilege, that bill was lost in the House of Rep- 
capacity of this tariff of 1857—I mean in a good | tariff was increasing rapidly up to the period of || resentatives; and we have been met by a persist- 
time; I mean if credit were restored; if there were | political disturbance? Was there not every rea- || ent opposition whenever we have attempted to 
no revolution and disunion abroad; because in re- | son therefore, to suppose that it would soon yield, |) make the Department sustain itself. What has 
gard to that exceptional state of things I can pre- | if it did not this year, the $60,000,000 estimated | been the consequence? What do you suppose, 
dict nothing—I say if the times were good, there | by the Secretary of the Treasury? If we were || Mr. President, has been the expenditure out of 
would be full reason to believe, if we were to | to add such proceeds from the public lands as | the Treasury for the Post Office Department for 
apply the proceeds of the public lands honestly to || we should have a right to expect in case we did || the past three years? I venture to assert that, if 
the payment of the public debt, that we should || not pass a homestead bill, when the bounty land | any Senator was called on to state it, he could not 
derive enough from imports, together with the | bill shall be exhausted, we should pro! bably have || come within the amount by millions. Here isa 
proceeds of those public lands, to carry on this || $5,000,000 or $6,000,000 more. And, sir, why | statement showing the payments from the Treas- 
Government, and to begin to pay the public debt. |, should we not devote the proceeds of the public |) ury for the support of the Post Office Department, 
I say so because, according to the statement of | lands to the payment of the public debt? It was | exclusive of the receipts from postage, from March 
the Secretary of the Treasury for the last fiscal | the great resource in the war of the Revolution, and || 4, 1857, to January 31, 1861; and they amount to 
ear, the expenditures were between $59,000,000 has | been in all the wars we have had since. We |) $25,585,000—paid by the i income from imposts out 
and $60,000,000, including a debt of $4,500,000, |, have given bounties to our soldiers from these || of the Treasury of the United States since the 4th 
paid as Post Office deficiency, and excluding the | lands. We have used the proceeds to pay the | of March, 1857. And what would you suppose, 
interest on the public debt. According to this || debts which have been incurred. Why should |; Mr. President, was the amount previously paid 
statement, the expenditure, including this Post || we now, in this time of our financial trouble, |) since the reduction of the rates of postage in 1851? 
Office deficiency, and including the interest on the | abandon this source of revenue? Why should we || Twenty-two million one hundred and forty-nine 
public debt, would have been somewhere about | not apply it to the payment of the debts? At the | thousand dollars; so that thus we have incurred 
963,000, 000. If, however, we excluded, as we || opening of this session, I proposed that we should || a debt of nearly $50,000,000, which we have paid 
ought to do—if we were to make the Post Office | pledge the proceeds of these lands specifically, to || out of the imposts for the support of the f ost 
Department sustain itself—these $4,500,000, it || redeem the Treasury notes then to be issued; not || Office Department.* 


* Statement showing the payments from the Treasury for the support of the Post Office Department, exclusive of receipts from postages, from March 4, 1857, to 
Jontanry 31, 1861. 


















|} From Mareh 4 | | From July 1, T 
} to June 30, 1857-58. 1858-59. 1859-60. 1860, to Janu. | Total. 
1807. | uary 31, 1861. fa | 
| Transmitting blanks, &c., counected w ill ia eda ‘ $12,000 00 os $12,000 00 
Mail service for the several De partments of Government........e.eeeeeeee | - $200,000 00 | $200,000 00 200,000 00 | $200, 000 00 200 000 00) 
Mail service for the two Houses of Congress ........ccccecee cree eeeeeseee $125,000 00 | 500,000 00 500,000 00 500,000 00 | 250,000 00 875,000 00 
To supply deficiencies in the revenues of the Post Office Department...... 666,883 00 3,969,173 00 3,500,000 00- 8,196,009 26 | 2,878,180 19 ry o10. 245 45 
I OI, ic cn atchd se eadt >. cin enews 6O64h ern 400.0 6H eRe ames oonp ones 150,258 42 | 885,322 20 457,985 YI | 196,154 09 | 1,689,720 62 | 
| Tri-monthly mail by steam vessels between New Orleans and Vera Cruz.. - | 69,759 O00 |* - 69,750 00 
Muil service between Charleston, Key West, and Havana..............04. - 10,000 00 e | - 10,000 00 
Transportation of the mails from New Orleans, via Tehuantepec, to Ventoza, | | | | 
atid DACK ....+seeeeesneeeeseesense eres enees ET aba | tis dats alive | . | 104,166 67 120.914 86 | f 995,081 53 
Transportation of the mails from Panama to ¢ ‘alifornia and Oregon, and back, : - - 173,975 00 | 174,125 00 4 348,100 00 
| Transportation of the mails On Puget Sound....... 0... eeeseeeeceeeeeee - 33,645 00 7,264 56 41,269 56 
Transportation of the mails between the United States and fore ign ports ‘by 
| SLCAMSNIP....ceseserecee eoveeneecre sees scence seetsssseneeceeecensnees 202,762 59 | 431,096 84 240,634 36 874,493 70 
Semi-monthly mail between Oregon and W ashington Te rritories ‘and Cal- | ; 

DE ints lnctabbeap cgnkdntens> engalees Occ ecadoeseceveccesesescoce! - 99,934 24 | « 25,065 76 125,000 00 
Transportation of mails across the Isthmus ‘of Panama. ve Coen cece cces cece | - - - 25,000 00 - 25,000 00 
Transportation of mails between San Francisco, California, and Olympia, | 

| Washington Territory.......... e veecees Sec eces cowseccceecss Cvecececene | | - 92,399 76 a 724 80 130,124 56 
Interest due contractors for carrying the mails. cccccvssccovcoveveres cvcoes} - | - | 150,000 00 150,000 00 








$942,141 42 | $5,634,245 20| $5,272,469 32 | glo, 097 ,699 81 | $3,639,229 67 | $25,585, 785 42 











Statement showing the payments from the Treasury for the support of the Post Office Department, exclusive of receipts from postages, from the commencement of 
the operation of the act establishing the three cents postages—July 1, 1851, to lo Mareh 3, 1857. 
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J © | | | | “From July 1, 

1851-52. 1852-53. 1853-54. 1854-55. 1855-56. 1856, to March Total. 

| | | 3, 1857. 

Mail service for the several Departments of the Govern- | | | 

MER inin cesicncdiale ccccce ccna se vccciegtdemeseesecocsccvcds $855,555 55 $409,000 00 | $200,000 00 | $200,000 60 | $200,000 00 $200,000 00 $2,065,555 55 | 

Mail service for the two Houses of Congress............. | 163,888 89 | 875,000 00 | 500,000 00 | 500,000 00 | 625,000 00 375,000 00 3,038,888 89 | 

To supply deficiencies in the revenues of the P« ost Office | | | 
I rai 6.0. 6.'0:0.0 KERR: 600800 s00cce0s Ke aeeo nape | “ - 2.471.695 63 | | 2.344.464 00 | 2,294,368 00 2,250,000 00 9,360,527 63 

|; Be nd nae a aeendhe Une ene | 955,062 02 | 1,564,933 61 | 534,769 14 1,170,035 19 | 1,399,284 87 909,608 25 | 7, 22/693 08 | 

Tri-monthly mail between New Orleans and Vera Cruz... - - 35,650 00 | 34,350 00 | 69,750 00 “ 139,759 00 | 

Mail service between Charleston. Key West, and Havana.. « . | * | 10,000 U0 a | 10, 000 00 | 

Transmitting papers relating to the census............0++ 12,000 00 | - - - ~ 12,000 00 | 














$1,995,506 46 | $2,839,933 61 | 94,742,114 77 | $4,248,849 19 | $4,598,402 87 | 3,734,608 25 | $22,149,415 15 











Treasury DerarRTMENT, 
Recister’s Orrice, Februcry 2, 1861. F. BIGGER, Register. 
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Such financial managementas this would bank- 
rapt any Government on the face of the earth. 
We have in the Postmaster General, at the head 
of the Post Office Departinent, an officer who, ac- 
cording to the state of our present laws, can plunge 
this Government into debt almost at his pleasure. 
He can increase the expenditure on a route; he 
can ** order up ’’ the service, as they callit. There 
is scarcely any practical limit to his discretion as 
to the amount in which he can involve this Gov- 
ernment. He is not limited by the receipts from 
postages; he is not limited even by the appropri- 
ations in the annual bills, but he increases this 
expenditure at pleasure. 


Now, sir, unless we | 


do something to restrain this discretion, unless | 


we do something to regulate this Department, 
instead of adding thus immensely to the imposts, 
as it is proposed to do in this bil, we shall never 
succeed in rescuing the Treasury from its financial 
embarrassments. I believe thatsomething might 
be done, that one great step might be achieved, if 
we were to put out tocontract not only the trans- 
portation, but the delivery of the mails. L believe 
we could thus arrange a scheme which would not 
only cut off a great and unwholesome source of 
patronage from the Executive, but which would 
add greatly to the cheapness and efficiency of the 
Post Office service itself. But, sir, without refer- 
ence to that which is theoretical, it is certain that 
if the Post Office Department were managed as it 
was managed up to the year 1851, and made a 
self-sustaining Department, so as to relieve the 
Treasury from these vast embarrassments, and if 
the proceeds of the public lands were applied to 
the payment of the public debt, if trade and com- 


merce were to revive, the tariff as it now stands | 


would yield us an abundance for the just wants 
of the Government. 

But, Mr. President, suppose that in the present 
condition of the finances of the country now, since 
the debt has been increased, it was desirable to get 
more money than the tariff of 1857 would give: 
we could easily make additions which, on the im- 
ports of the last fiscal year, would give us some- 
thing like $6,000,000 more of revenue than we re- 


ceived for that fiscal year; and that, too, without | 


interfering with the business of the country, with- || 


out imposing any burden which it would be griev- 
ous to anybody to bear. I had a statement made 
out at the Treasury Department, showing the 


details of such an amendment of the present law. | 


Without reading the tables, I will state in general 
terms, that if we were to raise the 4 per cents to 
10, the 8 per cents to 10, the 12 per cents to 15, 
and carry up the spices to 30, we should have got, 
in that way, an increase of revenue for the last 


| under the last three years of the tariff of 1846, was || 


| of the country? 


of domestic manufactures. 


or an average of $4,266,000. The average annual 
export under the tariff of 1857 for three years 
were $15,936,000, or an average of $5,312,000; 
thus showing an increase of one fourth in that re- 
gard.* We see that the average yearly import, 


much greater than for the same number of years | 


under the tariff of 1857—thus showing a diminu- 
tion of the importations under this tariff on the 
one hand; and on the other, that for the same 
period there was a large increase of the exporta- 
tions of iron and manufactures of iron. What 
does this prove? It proves that a duty of 24 per 


cent. is in fact more protective now than a duty of | 
30 per cent. was at the time the tariff of 1846 was | 


passed. It is more protective, because the differ- 
ence between the relative cost of producing iron 


here and in England at this time and then, is so | 
much less now than it was then; and the very | 


fact that the importations of iron have fallen off 
under this reduction of duty to 24 per cent. shows 
that, probably, to reach the revenue standard, in- 
stead of increasing, you ought to diminish the 
duties. If these facts do not prove this conclu- 
sion positively, they go far to establish its prob- 
ability. ‘To show, too, the effect the present tariff 
has had upon the general interests of the country, 
we find that the yearly average exportations of 
iron and manufactures of iron are increasing from 
$4,000,000 up to $5,000,000 a year, increasing at 
the rate of nearly 25 per cent.; and that in the 
short space of three years. 

How is it in regard to the general manufactures 
I have compared the last three 
years of the tariff of 1846 and the three years of 
the tariff of 1857 in regard to the exportations 


age exportations of domestic manufactures for the 


_ last three years of the tariff of 1846—in 1855, 1856, 


ls57—were $10,702,000. I find that for the last 
three years of 1858, 1859, 1860, the average was 


$13,999,000, say $14,000,000, thus showing a 
| rapid increase of the exportations of domestic 


manufactures under this tariff of 1857.7 

Is not that evidence of the beneficence of its 
operations ? 
assertion of all the newspapers? Are there any 
petitions here from the manufacturers for an in- 
crease of the tariff? Have we notseen, lately, that 
the Massachusetts mills have resumed full work ? 
Is there any other interest in the country aspros- 
verous ? 
Massachusetts say two years ago that wherever 
they had new machinery they were doing well; 


|, and that those who were running old machinery 


fiscal year of a little over $2,000,000. The im- | 


portations of articles on the free list, exclusive of 
specie, were about $72,000,000; and if we had laid 
upon them a duty of 5 per cent., we should have 
got something like $3,509,000 or $3,600,000; that 
1s to say, the two together would have given us an 
addition of nearly $6,000,000, and we should have 
bad, with these two additions, a revenue of nearl 

$60,000,000 the last fiscal year. 


tions and changes in the tariff of 1857, which would 


I say these addi- | 


not bear heavily on any one, would yield us, ifany | 


tariff could yield us, an abundance of revenue. 
Way should we not, then, be contented with 
making small additions of that sort, which would 
bring us in much more money, as I think I am 
prepared to show, than the tariff which it is now 
proposed to pass, and which would give us this 
additional amount of money without embarrass- 
ing any branch of trade, without impairing the 
operation of any of the great divisions of our in- 
dustry? We know, from statistics, that the oe 
ation of the tariff of 1857 upon the industry of the 
country has been eminently beneficent. I have 
turned to the various great branches of our indus- 
try to see. I took the iron; and that is a matter 
about which we hear most complaint. I com- 
pared the imports and exports of iron and of iron 
manufactures under the last three years of the 
tariff of 1846 and the three years of the tariff of 
1857. The average annual import of iron and 
iron manufactures for the last three years under 
the tariff of 1846 was $22,781,000, and for the 
three years under the tariff of 1857, $16,060,800; 
thus showing that the imports had diminished 
actually $6,000,000, or nearly one third. On the 
other hand, the average annual export of iron and 
iron manufactures for the last three years of the 
tariff of 1846, was equal in value to $12,799,000, 


| 


| 


in Rhode Island, instead of altering their machine- 


ry, were seeking to alter the tariff; and that if | 


they would introduce the new improvements, and 


_ keep up with the progress of the age in manufac- 


tures, they would not require an increase of the 
tariff; and I say these statistics prove the fact, for 


they show a general improvement and increase 


and advance in the manufacturing interest of the 
country. 

The difference between the tariff of 1857 and 
that now proposed, so far as manufactures are 
concerned, is this: the tariff of 1857 made the raw 
material, to a great extent, free; it diminished the 
expense of manufacturing, and, at the same time, 


| it reduced the duty on the textile fabric, thus 


| 


enabling the manufacturer to make a profit, and 
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I find that the aver- | 


Have we not evidence of it from the | 


Why, sir, I heard a shrewd man from | 


1859.....eee0084 14,203,609 | 
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yet sell his product at a lower rate. That gaye 
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ns 


him a larger circle of consumers and customers 
That placed him at issue and at war with nobody. 
The customer was pleased, because he got the 
article cheaper; the manufacturer was contented. 
because, being enabled to produce cheaper, he 
could furnish the article at a lower price, and thys 
satisfy the consumer. This tariff now proposed 
while it increases the duty upon the raw material 
of some species of raw weal ond upon iron, en- 
deavors to compensate it by laying duties almost 
prohibitory upon the manufactured articles, so 
that, in order to enable the manufacturer to make 
a profit, the consumer must be forced to pay a 
larger price; and thus the manufacturer, under this 


| tariff, will have a smaller circle of consumers, be- 





cause there must be fewer who will consume at 
high prices than at low, and he will find himself 
at war with the consumer, and every other inter- 
est, as long as this tariff remains on the statute- 
book. 

But, sir, allow me to proceed with a review of 
the operations of this tariff upon the great inter- 
ests of the country. I have shown you how it 
acted upon manufacturers of iron. How is it 
upon raw cotton? For the years 1855, 1856, and 
1857, the average exports of cotton—those were 
the last three years of the tariff of 1846—were 
$116,034,000, and the average price 10.26 cents. 
For the years 1858, 1859, and 1860, the average 
yearly exportation was $161,542,000, at an aver- 
age price of 11.76 cents; thus showing a large in- 
crease of the quantity exported, and of the price 
which it brought.* Does this say nothing for the 
tariff of 1857? I am looking now to the produc- 
tion not only of the manufacturer, but to the in- 
terest of him who produces the raw material. 

How isas itto tobacco? Why, sir, I find that, 


| in the last three years of the tariff of 1846, the 


average exportation of tobacco was $15,865,000. 
In the years 1858, 1859, and 1860, the average ex- 
portation of tobacco was $17,996,000; thus show- 
ing a large increase in these items. 

Mr. President, if I had time—but I know I shall 
be forced to weary the Senate more than I desire 
to do, with every effort that I can make to con- 
dense and compress—I should like to go into a 
review of the operations of this tariff on the for- 
eign trade of the country. I would like te show 
how it has been increasing our direct communi- 
cation with Europe; how it is that, under its op- 
eration, we have been decentralizing our European 
commerce from Liverpool and England. Before 
that, most of our French and continental goods, 
with the exception of Bremen goods, which come 
here directly in steamers, used to go through 
England; but from the time the tariff of 1857 was 
passed, and we reduced so largely the duties on 
wine, brandies, cloths, and the continental prod- 
ucts, our direct trade has been increasing. As 
a consequence, our ships have gotten a larger 
share of freights; as a consequence of it, our mer- 
chants have had a larger share of profits upon 
these exchanges; and we ourselves have been able 
to consume upon cheaper terms. As another con- 
sequence, we have not been forced to depend so 
much upon a commercial center in Great Britain. 
We have been building up one of our own; and 
New York, but for these political troubles—and 
if you will notcrush it down with this monstrous 
bill which is now proposed—may soon become 
the center and emporium of the world. 

But, Mr. President, I have no time to enter now 
into that field of inquiry. Whoever will look into 
it will find that, under the operation of this tariff 
of 1857, an impulse has taken place in that direc- 
tion,and we have been conducting our commerce 
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more — to the benefit of our producer, who 
thus is enabled to ship his products to market at 


| 
; 
j 
j 





a less expense, as he ships it directly; to the ben- | 


efit of the American ship-owner, who thus gets | 
a larger share of freights; and to the benefit of | 


the American consumer, who thusgets these goods 
cheaper than otherwise he would have done. I 
pass away from that to the consideration of this 
tariff itself. 


The Senator from Rhode Island has gravely | 
asserted in his place, that this tariff would yield, 


I think, $20,000,000 more than the other. 


itis, it is almost prohibitory upon many of the 
material articles of American consumption. In 
the first place, it is so complicated and cumbrous 


that it will take double the expense to execute it | 


that the other tariff does. It will open the door 
to five times as much fraud; and in regard to this 
point, I base myself not upon my simple asser- 
tion, but on a letter which I received from the 


collector of customs of New York, last year, to | 


whom I addressed some interrogdtories in this 
regard. This is a letter from Mr. Schell. He 
says: 

** The appraisers, as will be seen, express the opinion that 


the execution of the proposed law (tariff) would require, 
in their department, double the present store accommoda- 


tions, and three times the force of the present employés. || 
In the custom. house proper, I am persuaded, an increase || 


of from one third to one half would be required in the force 
of liquidating, measurers, weighers, &c., and the embar- 
rassment and delay to importers in obtaining a disposable 
— of their goods would be increased a hundred 
fold. 

This is a letter from Mr. Schell. 
interrogatory 

Mr. BIGLER. Will the Senator give the date 
of that letter ? 

Mr. HUNTER. It is dated the 30th of May, 
1860, in reply to a letter sent in regard to the 
Morrill tariff. Why, sir, upon the same article 
here—take the article of cotton—we have a specific 
duty and we have an ad valoremduty. We have 
two sorts of minimums. We notonly havea min- 


I sent an 





imum as to price, but we have a minimum as to the | 


threads to the square inch. It must not have so 
many or over so many threads to the square inch. 


In order to estimate the duty, they have to weigh | 


it; they have to measure it; they then have to get 


the invoice price atall the principal markets of the | 


country where the goods are bought; and thus it 


isa system so complicated that it is almost im- | 
possible to execute it with certainty, and it must | 
open the door to fraud of every description. Why, | 


sir, | doubt if the Senator from Rhode Island 
himself could collect this duty according to the 
system which he here recommends. Ee would 
find it difficult to take this schedule in regard to 
cottons, and execute it himself. What would 
become of the importer, when he was acting on 
this cumbersome compound operation? When 


he came in with his yard-stick to measure it, and | 


with his scales to weigh it, (because there isa 
minimum as to weight; it must not weigh more 


If it | 
be the tariff that I think I am prepared to show | 


| 
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| impossible to explain the operation of this bill ] Mr. BIGLER. 
| without entering more largely into these statistics || 





than so many ounces to the yard;) when he has | 
done all this, if the importer should say, ‘* let me | 
pay the specific duty and go,”’ the Senator would 

reply: ** Oh, no; I must know its price; you must | 


give not only your own invoice, but | must have 
a certificate of the consuls to know the price in 
the principal markets of the world.’? When these 


had been given him, he would say, ‘* stop awhile | 
yet; I must count the threads; and I must know | 


ow many threads there are in the square inch.”’ 
Then when he had done all that, and the importer 
is ready to pay in specific duties, he would say to 
him, **stop awhile; you have paid the specific 
duty; but here is an ad valorem still due; let us 
go over this invoice and calculate that.’”? When 
they had done all this, paid the specific and ad 
valorem duties, the importer would say, ‘‘Well, 
now, may I not getmy pom and go’”’ **Oh, no, 
sir; you see what trouble I have had in apprais- 
ing a small part of your goods; you do not sup- 
pose I can get through that cargo to-day, to-mor- 
row, this week, or perhaps the next;’’ and owing 
to the very complication of these provisions, a 
man would have to leave his goods in store for I 
do not know how long, in order that they might 
be properly appraised and the duties assessed. If 
you had been making a bill for the purpose of 
attacking and suppressing the trade in foreign 
merchandise, and putting down the importing 
merchants of the country, you could not have de- 
vised it better than it has been done in this case. 


44.4 per cent. 


| new duty is 22.7 per cent. 
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But let us look at the duties themselves. I largely into common use? Cables 58 per cent.; 
come first to iron, that great necessity of the || coil chain, three eighths inch, 70 per cent.; three 
country, as necessary almost as food, as water, || sixteenths inch, 52} per cent.; ox-chains, seven 
as air. Letus look and see what are the duties || tenths inch, 108 per cent.; trace chains, No. 3, 
imposed upon that; and here | must beg the Sen- | 83 per cent., which applies also to halter, fence, 
ate to bear with me if I am tedious, because it is || oad other chains. 





_Mr. Will the Senator from Vir- 
ginia inform me upon what basis this ed valorem 


than I should otherwise like to do. Here are the | 1s placed; whether it is on the dutiable prices for 


| answers of the New York aoeeees to the ques- || average years? 


tions which I addressed to them in regard to this 
Morrill tariff bill: 


“A. The dutiable value of bar iron is from $30 per ton 
upwards, the great bulk of it being valued at about $37 per 
ton. On these prices, which represent the value of 80 per 
cent. of the bar iron imported into the United States, the | 
new duty would be equivalent to 50 and 40 per cent. ad | 
valorem. 

*“B. Dutiable value of rails, $29 per ton. 


Mr. HUNTER. I have to say in reply, that 
I cannot tell. The custom-house appraisers base 
the ad valorem on the average prices of the article, 
and they are the men who are the best judges of 
it. In regard to this statement—the Senator has 
seen it as wellas I have—left here by the commit- 
tee of hardware men, it will be found to be cor- 
‘| roborated to a considerable extent by the state- 
equal to 41.3 per cent.” || ment of the appraisers themselves, from whom I 
1 have a statement here from an extensive im- || have received estimates in regard to it, 
porting house in New York, a house that imports | Mr. BIGLER. The Senator from Virginia 
iron—Oothouth & Brother—which makes that || will agree with me in one view on the present 
cost $26 62, which would make the specific duty, || point. | He will agree with me that a statement 
if reduced to its corresponding ad valorem, about || which attempts to reduce the specific duty to ad 
45 per cent.; but take it according to the ap- || valorem, based on the present depressed prices, 
praiser’s statement, here is 41 per cent. upor || would not give the Senate a fair idea of what would 
railroad iron: | be right asa general policy. If these statements 
*C. Dutiable value of boiler-plate about $45 per ton. || are based on the present depression of prices, then 
New duty equal to 44.9 per cent.”” | they are delusive. 
That is for New England, sir. | Lhoped shall be allowed a single remark ona 
“¢G. Rolled and hammered iron, not included in A, aver- || point which the Senator, has passed, and then I 
ages, in dutiable value, $45 per ton. New duty equal to || will not trouble him again. It is in reference to 
Pe : || the duty on iron. The country was better satis- 
diet athe eee SERIE Ey oe Sew tay || fied, I think, with the tariff of 1846, so far as iron 
“M. Dutiable value of old iron, $5 to $10. New duty || 1S concerned; at least, we heard less complaint; 
equal to 120 and 60 per cent. || and yet, the rate of duty reduced to specific rates 
‘“ Ce pron phe lll dutiable value, 6 cents per || °” the quantity during the existence of that tariff, 
siiaad. Marieceiieaeeh i> Wh Gee cath, 4 . '| exceeds the specific rates named’in this bill; and 
Dd. Other sheet iron, common or black, not thinner || for the six years prior to 1959, the rate of duty 


than No. 26 wire gauge, $20 per ton. Dutiable value, $45 || on bar iron, as made out by those who were per- 
per ton. New duty equal to 44.4 per cent. \| fectly competent to make it, shows a specific rate 
«Ee. Thinner than No. 26, and not thinner than No. 25, | y P P 


area Sect pigpeas Whag crpnnptenggy lleg, canmypenliens Gg | . 
weno value, $51 per ton. New duty equal Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, an attempt to 

“Ff. Thinner than No. 26 wire gauge, $30 perton. Du- || compare the specifics based upon the duties of 
tiable value, $58 per ton. New duty equal to 50.9 per cent. || 1846 with these specifics now, Is something like 
the comparison which the Senator from Rhode 
Island made yesterday between the specifics under 
the tariff of 1842 and the specifics now proposed; 
as if what was a moderate duty then is nota high 
duty now. I have just shown that the imposition 
of a duty of 24 per cent. will prohibit the importa- 
tion of iron more largely now than 30 per cent. 
would under the tariff of 1846. The reason of it 
is, that the processes of making iron are improved 
so much that the relative difference between the 
cost of making iron here and producing it abroad 
has diminished, and diminished to such an extent, 
that 24 per cent. will exclude more importations 


| 





New duty 





But, sir, there have been some amendments | 
proposed to be made in the bill by the cgmmittee, | 
and I went to the custom-house for the ad valorems | 
as they would be upon those amendments. Ac- | 
cording to this account but small changes have | 
been made by the amendments in the duties. 
There is a change made in the duty on locomotive 
tires, and parts which used to pay 24 per cent. now 
will pay from 14 to 17 per cent.; anvils, which | 
formerly paid 24, will now pay 36 per cent.; two- || 
inch wood-screws, which formerly paid 24 will | 
now pay 60 per cent.; cross-cut saws formerly | 
paid 24 per cent., the new duty is 48 per cent.; | 
on steel, which formerly paid 12 per cent., the || of iron now than 30 per cent. would at the time 
This is a statement || the tariff of 1846 was passed. I think I may say 
from the custom-house, dated February 13, 1861. || that such is at least a probable conclusion from 

And yet, sir, the Senator from Rhode Island || the statistics which I have quoted. But in regard 
said that the dealers in steel were all contented || to this reduction of specifics to ad valorems I base 
with the imposition. He convinced them that || myself upon the opinion of the experts, the ap- 
the framers of the bill knew more about their || praisers in the custom-house, who are best ac- 
business than they knew of it themselves, and || quainted withthe average prices. If 1 were to refer 
they all went away gratified that he had followed || to private individuals and to firms I could make a 
his own head and not taken their suggestion. || much more telling statement against this bili; but 
Here is 22 per cent. upon so important a raw || | choose rather to rely upon the public officers. 
material as steel. Why, sir, if he could have || The statement I have made is taken from their 
contented those who complain of the Morrill || statementof last year I received, this morning, a 
tariff bill, he would have been the most fortunate || statement showing the few exceptions that are 
legislator upon record. He certainly did not see || proposed by the committee and not yet passed; 
the men whom I saw from New York, fora more |, and according to their statement, as [| have just 
discontented and complaining set of gentlemen | || shown you, they do not alter their previous esti- 
never laid my eyes upon in my whole legislative || mate in regard to railroad iron at all. They alter 
experience. One of them said to me, speaking | their statement in regard to steel and wood screws, 
of this bill, ** you might as well make war upon | which they say will pay 60 per cent.; anvils, 
the city of New York.’’ Thatisan exaggerated | which they say will pay 36 per cent.; cross-cut 
statement. I suppose it would do the city more || saws, 48 per cent., and so on. 
harm if you were to shell itthan if you were to || Now, Mr. President, it must be remembered 
_ this tariff bill; but that it must operate as a | that this duty is not the only advantage the home 
slight upon its interests, I think nobody can doubt || producer has. He hasa natural advantage. I 
who will study its provisions. The representa- || am told by importing merchants—I do not vouch 
tives of the hardware interest left me a statement || for the truth of it—that this natural advantage is 
before they went away, to which I would like to || equal to about 15 per cent.; and if you wish to 
call the attention of the Senate. Here is a table || ascertain the whole advantage the domestic pro- 
(1 will not read all of it) of the duty upon screws. || ducer has over the importer, you must add to 41 
They take them according to their differentclasses. | and 44 and 46 per cent. 15, making it 55 and 60 
On one class there is an average of 31 per cent., || per cent., as the advantage he has. I ask, if it is 
on another one 51, on another 56}, another 75, || proper to place these enormous duties on an arti- 
another 84, another 90, another 57, another 59, || cle of ah general and necessary consumption? 








another 54, another 50 per cent. a do they || Why, sir, iron and steel constitute the raw mate- 
which enter so || rial of the tools of almostevery artisan and every 


say of these indispensable articles 
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trade, from the poor seamstress whose sorrows 
have been so well sung in the ** song of the shirt,’’ 
who plies her busy needle from morn till night in 
order to eke out a scanty subsistence, up to the 
smith, who makes the air resound with the blows 
of his hammer on the anvil, 
taxes upon iron gathers tribute from everybody; 
from the ax of the woodman, before whose saatt 
stroke the forest is daily falling around us; from 
the wheel of the miller, from every bolt, every 
chain, and every anchor, that belongs to a ship; 
from the plow of the farm, from the iron horse 
which transports man and his products, and from 
the rail upon which he rolls. It taxes the rattle 





of the child and the material of which the o.- 


mouthed cannon is made. He iseverywhere. He 
enters into the kitchen of the poor, into the parlor 
of the rich. He gathers pence from poverty and 
younds from the wealthy. He takes alike the 
bottle which is boiling in the kitchen, and the vast 
engine which propels your ship; and he who is 
thuscollecting tribute every where, is to be allowed 
to raise it to this monstrous rate, . 

Mr. President, do you believe it will be borne? 
Is it politic for the iron-masters themselves to ask 
this enormous tribute? Why, sir, if it comes to 
this, that we are to legislate for special and class 
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ings, pelisse cloths, habit cloths, ladies’ cloakings, fancies, i 


| tweeds, plains, and felts, or goods of a similar character, 


This collector of | 


interests, why may not the railroad men come and | 


say, ‘‘we are of vastly more importance to the 
country than iron-masters; we have greatly more 
capital embarked; there are a great many more 
people interested in our enterprises; we represent 
a much larger interest; and if special interests are 
to be favored, take the duty off railroad iron and 
tax everybody else?’’ It was said, I believe, ofa 
French officer who, it was thought, had been im- 
propery exveneee in the East Indies, that **every- 
yody had a right to kill ‘ Lally,’ except the exe- 
cutioner,’’ 


railroad men, exceptthe iron-master. How could 
a man, who is getting over 40 per cent. upon iron, 
complain if the railroad interest came in and asked 
for special legislation? Keep your duties down 
to a revenue standard, and I will resist the rail- 
road man. He would then have no right to come 
here, but should pay duties as well as other peo- 


Pe Butif I have to decide ina matter of special | 


egislation as to who is best entitled to protection, 
the iron-masters or the railroad men, am I not 
bound to admit that there is much more capital 
invested and a great many more people interested 
in railroads than in iron works? 
it? 


. | 

What becomes of those who are engaged in the || 
mechanic arts? What becomes of the farmer, who | 
is so dependent for iron for the implements of his || 


farm? What becomes of the ship-builder, who 
is requiring daily more and more of iron, to keep 
up with the progress in the arts and with the im- 

rovements which are going on? Why, it has 
Consiee a material for houses, for ships, for thou- 


sands of things in daily and common use; and it | 
is upon this necessary of life that we propose this | 


enormous taxation. Sir, it cannotlast. Impose 
a duty, lay the tax, pass the bill, and it cannot 
last. Not that the South can prevent it. Weare 
too weak now to prevent anything; but the great 
Northwest and the Pacific coast, which are so 
deeply dependent upon free trade, will rise up 
against it and throw off the oppression from the 
statute-book, if once ii be placed there. 

But let me proceed, sir. These duties upon iron 
are consistent with the general character of the 
bill. Let me take up now the woolens. Here 
are carpets: 

** Wilton, Saxony, and Aubussorr patent velvet, Tournay 
velvet, and tapestry velvet carpets and carpeting, and all 
medallion or whole carpets valued at $1 25, or under, per 
square yard, 40 cents per square yard.”’ 


That duty, according to the statement I have, | 


ranges from 32 to 43 per cent. 

* Valued at over $1 25, 50 cents per square yard.” 

The duty there ranges between 8} and 37 per 
cent. 

‘< On Brussels and tapestry Brussels carpets and carpet- 
ing, 30 cents per yard.” 

That duty ranges from 20} to 47 per cent. 

‘On all treble-ingrain and worsted-chain Venetian car- 
pets and carpeting, 25 cents per square yard.”’ 

That duty ranges from 30 to 66 per cent. 


“ Druggets, bockings, and felt carpets and carpeting, at 50 
cents per square yard, from 41} to LI per cent. ad valo- 
rem ; cloths, cassimeres, buckskins, doeskins, mixed sack- 


Everybody would have a right to | 
complain of such a demand on the part of the | 


Whocandoubt | 


| will hardly suit the woolen manufacturer. 


valued at 25 cents, and not exceeding 75 cents per square 
yard, 16 cents per pound and 20 per cent. ad valorem; at 
v8 cents per square yard, from 41} to 84 per cent. ad valo- | 
rem.”? 


I wrote to the custom-house to know what the | 


proposed changes would make in this statement || 


they gave upon woolen goods; and here is the 


answer: The bill, if amended as proposed, will | 


lay a tax on Wilton, Saxony, and Aubusson 
patent velvet, Tournay velvet, and tapestry vel- | 
vet carpets and carpeting, and all medallion or | 
whole carpets, valued at $1 25 or under per square 
yard, 32 to 44 per cent.; on the same, valued at | 
over $1 25, from 8} to 37 per cent.; on Brussels | 
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Mr. SIMMONS. Do you cal! them manufac- 

‘tures of cotton? I thought they were made out 
of another kind of stuff. 

| . Mr. HUNTER. I suppose cotton baggiag is 

| cotton. It is put under that head. 

| Mr. SIMMONS. He must be a very smart 
man, if he says this gunny-cloth is made out of 

| cotton. 

Mr. HUNTER. Be itso. The article is in- 
dispensable to every cotton planter, I do not care 
sn call it, or of what material it be made; 
and if he pays from 37 to 73 per cent., it matters 
to him very little what you call it. 

Mr. SIMMONS. There is no such duty on it. 

M. HUNTER. The daty on herrings ranges 





ditto, from 20 to 47 per cent.; on Venetian, from || from 25 to 334 per cent. 


30 to 66 per cent.; on treble-ingrain, from 28} to | 
34 per cent.; on hemp or jute carpeting, from 32 | 
to 40 per cent.; on druggets—which I am told is | 
an arucle of common consumption—from 41} to 


111 per cent.; on wool cloths and coatings, from || 
20 to 100 per cent.; on blankets, from 34 to 75 per || 
cent.; on wool shawls, from 30 to 464 per cent.; || 


Mr. SIMMONS. On what? 
| Mr. HUNTER. On herrings, pickled or salted, 
at one dollar per barrel. ‘* The importations are 
| large. Barrel No. 1, 25 per cent.; No. 2, 25 per 
| cent.; and No, 3, 333 per cent.’’ So say the cus- 
tom-house appraisers. 

The monstrous duties which were proposed on 


on unmanufactured wool, costing 18; cents, 16 || glass in the bill as it came from the House, have 


per cent. ad valorem; costing 24 cents, 12} per 
cent. ad valorem; costing 24}, 36} per cent. ad 
valorem. | 
That may suit the grower of fine wool, but it 
Here | 
is a Statement made by Mr. Hutton, who repre- | 


| sents the importers of woolen goods, which I sup- | 
|| pose most of the Senate have seen. 


I will not | 


|| weary them by going through it, as all have seen | 


| consumption of these imported articles in the 24 | 
| per cent. Schedule, with the exception of iron—I 





| cle of such prime necessity as blankets, the duties 
| Simeres, the duties range from 34 to 72 per cent. 
| from 35 to 48 per cent. 


|| that a tariff which lays such duties as these upon | 
the coarser woolen goods, upon those goods which | 


| reduction, and the revenue is increasing under it. 


| necessity, on which the amended tariff 


|} made clothing, composed whol 
| wool, so faras they have been able to test it, will 


it. I will only advert to the fact that on an arti- | 


are rated at 81, 40, 76, 38, 34, 70, 58, 47, and 49 | 


percentum. On woolencloths, kerseys, and cas- 


On beaver cloths, Duffil, and pilots, they range 
Does any man believe | 


are most generally consumed, can raise anything 
like the revenue of a tariff of 24percent.? It will 
be found, when we come to look at it, that the 





mean of textile fabrics—is increasing under that 


I do not believe that upon most of them we shall | 
get an additional dollar by increasing the revenue. 
On the contrary, [ have my doubts, although Ido 
not propose to do it, if we should not have more | 
money by gradually diminishing the duties on 
them. 

I come now, sir, to cottons. I will pass over 
the article of spool-thread, an article of prime 





roposes 
a duty of 30 per cent., and on which we have had 
some statements that go far to show that the ad- 
ditional duty will be nearly probibitory; and 
come to some other articles upon which we have 
not been so directly informed. The custom-house 
appraisers say that, under the proposed bill, read y- 
or in part of 


carry a duty of 23, 40, and 45 per cent. ad va- 
lorem. Unbleached cottons, they furnish two 
samples, the duty on which would be 43 and 47} 


| per cent.; on other samples of bleached cotton | 
they will range from 20 to 40 per cent.; on sam- | 





ples of printed, colored, or dyed cotton, the duty 
will range from 20 to 80 per cent. 


cloth the duties will range from 37 to 73 per cent. 


Now, let us see what Mr. Hutton says in re- | 


gard to it. 
the proposed duty will be 33 per cent.; where it 


is 32 inch, 120 threads, 32}; on another quality, 

Thus | 
the duties upon these cottons which enter into | 
common consumption, range from 30 to 40 per | 


31}; on another, 33}; on another, 31, &c. 


cent., and in the case of bagging sometimes to 
over 70 per cent. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Will the Senator from Vir- 
ginia tell me where Mr. Hutton has got any du- 
ties on cotton at 70 per cent.? 

Mr. HUNTER. Such is the appraiser’s es- 
timate. 

Mr. SIMMONS. 
do not see it. 


Mr. HUNTER. 


I have got the book, but I 


On cotton bagging and 


gunny-cloth, Samples of which are tied together, 
the duty will range from 37 to 73 per cent.” 


Spool-cotton | 
has been altered. On cotton bagging and gunny- | 


He says that on printed jaconets | 





been a good deal reduced by the amendments of 
the committee. Still I find, according to a recent 
custom-house statement, that the duties on glass 
range from 28 to 62 per cent.* 

I have here a statement made by the appraisers 
in regard to cigars. I will not read the whole of 
it, for the statement is made upon the bill as sent 
from the House which is proposed to be amended 
but I will read this: 

** German cigars range from 5 guilders [that is, $2] to 12 
| guilders [$4 80) per thousand, dutiable value ; and the pro 
posed rates on the highest value, weighing 24 pounds, is 
equal to 260 per cent; and on the lowest value, weighing 
12 pounds, equal to 310 per cent.” 

The committee have reduced that nearly one 
half. The specific duty, I believe, is reduced one 
half. And so, for ‘* 260,’’ read ** 130;”’ and for 
s¢ 310,” read ** 155.”” 

Thus it will be seen, Mr. President, that we 
are laying almost a prohibitory duty upon the 
cigar which is imported in large quantities, and 
of the greatest aggregate value—I mean the Ger- 
man cigar, which is used by those who can least 
afford to pay money for the consumption of cigars; 
which isa very large item, and important article, 
in the trade which we get in return from the con- 
tinent for the exports we send there. This is one 
of the articles in which our continental trade was 
increasing; and one which, instead of being dis- 
couraged and prohibited, ought to have been en- 
couraged. 
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The last named sizes weigh from five to ten pounds more 
wan one buudred pounds ~ one hundred feet, which will 
increase the duty from 5 to 25 per cent, additional to 62 per 
cent. 
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Mr. President, I gave last year an exhibit of | 
this bill, and made a statement in regard to it. i 
could go through with nearly the whole of this | 
proposed tariff, but I feel that I should weary the | 
Senate and myself too much if I would take item | 
by item and enter into these details. Suffice it to | 
say, it will be found ouety that the duties 
which are imposed by this bill correspond with 
the character of those which I have just been de- 
scribing; and that duties of this onerous charac- 
ter cannot, in the present state and condition of 
trade, be supposed to bring in so much revenue 
as we are now collecting from the more moderate 
rate of duty. Why, sir, gentlemen ought to rec- 
ollect that we cannot impose and collect the duties | 
now that we could in 1842, or even in 1846. They 
ought to remember that the difference in the cost 
of production in manufactures in this country 
and the manufactures abroad, is diminished so 
much since then, that what was a revenue duty 
at that time is a prohibitory duty now. 

They ought to know, too, that, owing to the | 
rapidity of the communications of trade, we can- 
notexpect those large profits, or hope for those 
large differences of price which have heretofore | 
existed. Everything is tending towards a com- | 
mon level of price; and a duty which may be 
small nominally, will sometimes amount to a 
highly protective duty; and so a duty which many || 
years ago would have been thought to be a mere | 
revenue duty, may now, in the present condition | 
of wade, become prohibitory. I believe it would | 
not be difficult to take up the different tariffs, to | 
take up the tariff of 1842, and to show to what | 
extent, if it were reénacted, we should now dimin- 
ish and prohibit the trade of the country. 

Now, sir, l ask if it is to be considered a fiscal || 
measure to impose these enormous duties for the 
benefitof the manufacturers and the iron masters, | 
to be paid by the consumer? Is it not obvious 
that we shall not collect more revenue for the 
Treasury by this bill? We may put more money | 
into the pocket of the iron master; we may put 
more money into the pocket of the manufacturer; 
but we are passing a bill in this disturbed and dis- | 
tressed condition of public affairs which will not 
add to the public receipts, which will not contrib- | 
ute to the public fisc, and which will only enable | 
these manufacturers, these iron masters, these men 
for whom you are sanctioning this class legisla- 
tion, to draw $3 or $4 into their pockets where the | 
public collects $1; you thus onthe them to gather 
more revenue and more tribute now, when the 
public is least able to pay it. What is this but 
to add to the public burden; not for the benefit of 
the public revenue, but to increase the profits of || 
certain favored classes and interests ? 

The Senator from Rhode Island has said (if I 
heard him right) that this tariff will probably 
yield $20,000,000 more than the present one. IL 
venture the prediction that he will not find it so | 
in the course of the next year. I venture the pre- 
diction that, unless the smuggler interposes, and 
goods are introduced by fraud, the consumers 
will find a great diminution of imported goods, | 
while the Government, in any event, will suffer 
aloss of revenue. And, sir, why is he, in the 
present condition of the country and oftrade, thus 
striking these mortal, these fatal blows at the mer- 
chants of the country? The story of the wrong 
of this bill is but half told when | have adverted | 
to these enormous duties. There isa proposition | 
in it for the virtual repeal of the warehousing law | 
—that law under which New York has prospered 
so largely—that law to which England owes so | 
much of that centralization of commerce which | 
she has enjoyed in her cities and in her docks for 
years past. It was said that their warehousing 
system was originated by Sir Robert Walpole, 
who, for commercial intelligence, seemed, in this 
and other respects, to have been far, far ahead of 
his time. According to the history that is given 
to us, the men that had made so much money out 
of the frauds which had been perpetrated through 
the system of drawbacks and debentures, got up 
a mob and instigated commotions against him. 
They beset him as he went to the House of Com- 
mons,yand made it so disagreeable that he had to 
abandon the bill. But finally reason conquered 
prejudice; truth triumphed. ‘The British Govern- 
ment introduced the system, and they allow goods 
to be warehoused not merely three years, but five || 
years; and then, after five years, the importer may || 
come in and take an account ef his goods, pay || 
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| from 1848 to 1860, the reéxportation of goods im- | 


; sorted cargo for any part of the globe. 
| merchants have not the goods in their stores, they | 


| ries a bill to New York, he is sure that he can not | 
|| only convert it into money, but into any species of 


| can be returned to him; but, when he finds he | 


| tains so speedy a return that he, too, is enabled 
| to deal in imported goods. Thus, the business is 


| the operation of this system, that it should have 








the duties on those which have been taken and || 
lost or consumed, and rehouse the residue again || 
foranother five years. I venture to say that there | 
is not a man in the whole United Kingdom who 
has any character for financial ability or commer- 
cial intelligence, who would think of proposing a 
repeal of that system. 

Why should we do it here? Has it not beer 
eminently beneficial since we extended the sys- 
tem to three years? Why,sir, let us look to the 
history of its operation. I have had a statement 
made of the goods that were imported and reéx- 
ported from this country from the years 1833 to 
1846, before the system was established, and for 
acorresponding period of years from 1848 to 1860. 
In the first period of thirteen years, the entire re- 
exportation of merchandise was $79,767,000; and 


ported was $146,095,073, nearly double. Of this 

latter amount of goods reéxported, $92,200,000 | 
worth were reexported from the warehouses. | 
Thus our ship-owners have derived the profit of 
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freights on this increased trade which we have 
given to New York. Thus our merchants have 
derived the profits on these exchanges. Thus the | 
owners of real estate have derived the profits upon 
storages. Thus New York has been able to be- 
come rapidly—and it is since the passage of the 
warchouse bill that her progress fas been most 
most rapid—a great emporium and center of com- 
merce. Why isit? It is because, owing tothe 
warehousing system, agreatamount of the goods 
of the world are stored there, and a merchant or 
a ship-owner can go there and make out an as- 
If the 





have them in the warehouses. When aman car- 


commodity or merchandise which he may desire; | 
and that is one reason why the banks have been 
enabled to stand there, when they were breaking 
and falling everywhere else. That is the reason 
that a bill upon New York is worth move than a | 
bill upon other places. ‘That is one thing which 
has served to make hera great center of com- 
merce. 

Nor is that all, sir. 


Owing to this system, the 


deal in imported goods. He does not have to pay 
his duties of forty, fifty, or sixty per cent., or 
whatever they are, and lie out of the interest of 
his money, and borrow ita long time before it 


can sell his goods, he goes to the arehOuDtape s 
the duties, disposes of his merchandise, an 


OD- 


not confined to those immense capitalists who are 
able to advance the money, and wait for the in- 
terest and the duty to be returned to them for 
ménths, or perhaps years. 

But, Mr. President, that is not all. This ware- | 
housing system is carrying out the policy which 
was introduced by Joseph, in Pharaoh’s time. It 
lays up in plentiful years for those that are lean; 
and where there is over-production, and a danger | 
that prices will be reduced so low as to be ruin- 
ous to the producer, the goods, instead of glutting | 
the market, go into the warehouse and wait for 
dearer times. On the contrary, when there isa 
scarcity, and prices rise so high that they are 
likely to be ruinous to the consumer, the goods 
come out of warehouse and reduce the price. It 
thus contributes to level the price. It thus gives 
stability to price, which isoften a great boon both 
to the producer and consumer. 

It is not wonderful, then, when we consider 


contributed to the growth of the greatcity of New 
York. Itis not wonderful, that, under suct cir- 
cumstances, their merchantsand their Chamber of 
Commerce should protest against a law which 
proposes thus ruthlessly and wantonly to strike 
down this great system. Whom does it hurt? 
Suppose all the nations of the world would agree 
to store their surplus commodities here in New 
York: whom would it injure? Would it hurtus ? 
Would not our ships get their share of the freights, 
our merchants their profits of the trade; would 
not our consumers get cheaper goods; would not 
the great merchants who deal abroad find a readier 
means to fill their ships and to start their cargoes? 
Suppose we could, by a wish, make this country 





Ss 


| house at New York? 
throw difficulties and obstacles in the way of their 
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the great storehouse for the surplus commodities 


| of the whole world: the city in which they were 


stored would become the center of the commerce 


| of the world, and the greatest commercial empo- 


rium upon the earth, Keep this law up, and New 
York, on the Atlantic coast, and San Francisco, 
on the Pacific, are destined, if these States can 
continue together, and if the times shall hereafter 
be and continue to be prosperous—I do not know 
that they are not destined under any circumstances 
—to become the greatest cities of the world, But, 
sir, the policy and the measures which are so ne- 
cessary, in order to enable them to realize this 
greatness, and to place themselves in this advan- 
tageous position, it is proposed ruthlessly and 
wantonly to destroy at one blow. Ldonot know 
on what principle it is, unless that another man’s 
gain is your loss. Ido not know whom itinjures. 
I know that the merchants, the real-estate holders, 
and the ship-owners in our cities, are greatly ben- 
efited by it. 

But we are told that by the warehouse system 
the Government of the United States give a credit. 
How gives acredit? If foreigners choose to store 
their goods in New York instead of London, and 


|| we permit them to do so, is the Government of 
'| the United States giving them any more credit 


than if we forced our importers to send to Lon- 
don for them instead of getting them at the store 
No, sir. We may thus 


getting imported goods, and we may strike indi- 
rectly at the consumption of imported goods; but 
we are no more giving them credit if the goods 
remain in warehouse in New York, than if ne 
remain in warehouse at London or Liverpool. 
The statement of the whole case is that in times 
when the prices are low, the merchants and man- 
ufacturers store away their surplus commodities, 
if they are able to do so; if they do not store them 
here they store them abroad; and if you force 
them to store them abroad instead of storing them 


| here, when we want to use them, instead of our 
| cities having the advantage of horgnsing the ships, 
t 


|| small dealer, the man of small capital, is able to || 


instead of our merchants having the profits of the 
exchanges thus made, and of a world-wide com- 
merce, these great advantages will be enjoyed by 
foreign cities and persons abroad. 

And, Mr. President, why should we be intro- 


| ducing these measures to strike at the commercial 


| interests of the country? 
| next to Christianity, the influence of the merchant 





Is it not obvious that, 


is the master influence in humancivilization? Has 
he not succeeded the warrior as the grand instru- 
ment of change and revolution? Whether he ap- 
pears in the shape of the Jew, the Hindoo, or the 
Armenian, descending from the steppes and plains 
of Central Asia through the passes of the Himma- 
laya, or whether he be the Anglo-Saxon steam- 


ing across the sea with his rich freights of com- 


merce and civilization, his mission is the same. 
He comes to extend the empire of commerce, so 
far as the great purposes of a free intercourse and 
the free exchange of commodities among men are 
concerned. He comes to break down and oblit- 
erate the boundaries between states and races and 
tribes, and to erect a great community of nations. 
With his sack of gold he penetrates, like Philip, 
into the heart of cities which Alexander could 
never have entered with his sword. With his 
bill of exchange he exercises a jurisdiction far 
wider thanever was covered by the rescript of an 
emperor or the ukase of a czar. He gathers trib- 
ute, too, in realms and in countries where neither 
the one nor the other would be known or respected. 

Mr. President, the necessity for free intercourse 
and for free trade among men is now beginning 
to be recognized as so high that the civilized na- 
tions of the world justify themselves in enforcing 
it at the point of the sword. Look now at those 
boundaries which China has set up for immemo- 
rial centuries between herself and the rest of the 
world; how they are falling before the advancing 
tide of civilization. See how the two leading 
civilized nations of Europe are even now engaged 
in forcing their intercourse and their trade on her 
at the point of the sword and the cannon’s mouth. 
Is itat such a time as this that we are to introduce 
this legislation, which is nothing but a wanton 
attack upon the merchant and the great commer- 
cial interests of the country in order to put him 
down? Does he not suffer enough under the 
monstrous taxations which this Morrill bill im- 
poses? Are we toadd to it the withdrawal of the 
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facilities which he enjoys from the warehousing 
system ? 


|| vamped the old statement about the high duties 


"Mr. President, what justification can there be | 


for it? 
somehow or other, is justified by the Chicago 
platform. 


Every other abuse that I have heard of, | 


If we want to take the proceeds of the | 


public lands to pay the public debt, the Chicago | 


platform, with its homestead bill, stands in the 


way. If we want to resist an appropriation of | 


between one hundred and two hundred million 
dollars to three Pacific railroads, the Chicago 
pee requires that too. Its principles have 
vecome a sortof higher law; higher than the Con- 
stitution, higher than public justice, higher than 
public credit. Let everything else fail and perish 
so that the principles of the Chicago platform are 
carried out! 

Sir, J] have presented these views in regard to 
this tariff for the purpose of showing how it will 
operate upon the whole country; for the purpose 
of showing how it will operate upon the non- 
slaveholding States themselves. I have said noth- 
ing about my own State or my own section. 
Within the last four or five years, my State has 


been reviving; the tide of emigration, which was || 


getting out to a great degree, has ceased; the sta- | 


tistics will show that she has been increasing in 
population and in wealth. But pass this bill, and 
you send a blight over that land; the tide of emi- 
gration will commence—I fear to flow outward— 


rograde, instead of advancing, as I had fondly 
hoped we should do. And what I say of my own 
State | may justly say of the other southern 
States. But, sir, | do not press that view of the 
subject. I know that here we are too weak to 


resist or to defend ourselves; those who sympa- | 


thize with our wrongs are too weak to help us; 
those who are strong enough to help us do not 
sympathize with our wrongs, or whatever we 
may suffer under it. 
And let it pass into the statute-book; let it pass 
into history, that we may know how it is that 


No, sir; this bill will pass. | 


the South has been dealt with when New Eng- | 


land and Pennsylvania held the power to deal 
with her interests. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I say, let it pass; and we will 
let it pass into history. The Senator has indulged 
in a long debate upon these questions. 1 do not 
choose to debate the general proposition while 
the amendments are pending; and I merely rise 
to call the attention of the Senate to the fact that 
this is about the fourth time, since my present 
term commenced, that at each session this regu- 
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on steel. 
ment reported by the committee, that he has a 


paper made out to show that the duty on steel | 


above 1] cents a a is 225 percent. If that 
were true,it would not bea very tremendous duty; 
but it so happens that, as the bill stands, there is 


no duty upon steel above 1] cents a pound, except 


an ad valorem duty of 20 percent. That is one 
of the amendments which has been printed, and 
been on his table for a fortnight; we he says 
the duty is 225 percent. 1 only mention it to 
show how reckless people are in making state- 
ments about a bill which is right before them. 
The Senator commenced with reading us a lec- 
ture for not having agreed to pledge the proceeds 
of the public lands, in the early part of this ses- 
sion, for the redemption of Treasury notes. He 
says the Chicago platform was in the way then. 


| | never heard anybody say anything about the 
| Chicago platform, in the Senate, in connection 


with the sale of the public lands. I did not say 


| what I might have said when the Senator urged 


the pledge of these lands to keep the notes out, 
that the fact is, the public lands have been pledged, 
ever since 1848, for the redemption of the public 
debt; and they have always been used sifce 
against the pledges of the Government, and I did 
not want to pledge them over again. I do not 


| understand this pledging of a fund three or four 
once more, and we shall begin to decline and ret- || 


times over for different debts, and then spending 
itall for the ordinary expenditures of the Gov- 
ernment. This very land fund was pledged to 
pay the war debt of Mexico; a pledge which has 
not been redeemed; and yet the Senator is quar- 
reling with us because we do not pledge it over 
again. I said then, that I did not mean to prom- 
ise according to my hopes, and pay according to 


_ my fears. Ido not want to make a promise, when 


| ment as this Government has been conducted on, | 


lar eulogy has been pronounced on the existing | 


tariff by the Senator from Virginia, that it would 
more than supply the wants of the Government, 
and pretty generally when he was pressing the 
Senate to vote on loan bills. We have had loan 
bills generally every time as the concluding part 
of this speech of his. ‘The Senator has compli- 
mented England for her fine commercial system. 
Sir, itis indeed a commercial system. Her finan- 
cial system is a system worthy ofanation. How 
many specific duties, and how many ad valorem 
duties has she in her tariff? She collects more 
than one hundred million of annual revenue on 
her imports, and there is not five hundred thou- 
sand of it by ad valorem duties. There is not one 
half of 1 per cent. of it that has ever been col- 
lected for the last twenty years by the system of 
duties which he advocates. They know better 
than to let their fisc depend on the fluctuations of 
merchandise. 

This harangue against all who do not happen 
to agree with the Senator’s notions of low duties, 
and the purpose they have in trying to supply the 


Treasury with means, I have heard ever since I | 


knew anything about tariffs. The Senator has 
told us of the effect of these high duties, as he 
calls them; and he has made a statement as to 
there being a duty of 70 per cent. on cotton bag- 
ging, which he says is made of cotton. It is 
very heavy, and there is 1 cent a square yard on 
it. That is all the duty there is on heavy cotton 
bags by this bill. This cotton bagging weighs 
about two pounds to the square yard, and the 
duty is 1 cent upon two pounds of manufactured 
cetton in a yard of cotton bagging. That is all 
there is put upon it. So of every one of the in- 
stances the Senator has quoted; but I shall not go 
through them. The Senator was on this com- 


| when we have had. 
| went off the Committee on Finance, we had six || 
or eight majority against us. There is still a ma- | 


we wish to borrow money, that cannot be kept; 
although that has been the practice of this Ad- 
ministration and the last. Lam rather slow about 
making pledges; but when I make them, I want 
to see them fulfilled.* 

The Senator says that such financial manage- 


for the last few years, would ruin any country. 
Well, sir, who is responsible for the management 
of the finances for the last few years ? 


Mr. HUNTER. I ask the Senator, who is 


responsible for the refusal to put up the postages; | 


the Democratic party ? 


Mr. SIMMONS. The Senatorsaid the finan- | 


cial management of the Government had been 
such as to bankruptany country. Now, I should 
like to know if all the appropriations have not 
been presented to the Senate by the Senator from 
Virginia. His party have had a majority in both 
Houses for years past, and they have bankrupted 
the country. The Senator from Virginia at an 
early part of this session abdicated his post. | I 
thought I could see the reason for it. If I hhd 
stated to a deliberative assembly like this as many 
times as he has, that they might rest assured, on 
the best data in the world, that the present tariff 
would give money enough; when it came so that 
we had to pay the wages of Senators by install- 
ments, I would abdicate. He said, too, that we 
had a majority. I have never yet seen the time 
When, finally, the Senator 


jority against us; but I trust there will not be,a 
great deal longer. 

I had intended to conduct this debate without 
going into these large dealings upon the amend- 
ments. I hoped first to get the bill amended; but 
the impression will go to the country, from what 


| the Senator has said, that here is a bill that is 


I) 
mittee, and he knows the amendments proposed || 


going to raise to 70 or 80 per cent. the duties on 
the leading articles of consumption, and I do not 
like to have that go to the country without some 
explanation and correction. 

The Senator has been telling you that under 
the present tariff the low duty on iron has affected 
the importation of iron so that it is almost a pro- 
hibition now. He has got tables ciphered up 
showing it. I do not care what his tables are; 
but everybody who knows anything about busi- 
ness in this country knows that the revulsion of 
1857 utterly eanihilated the projects for railroads, 
and there has been no demand for railroad iron 
since then. The country has been too poer; the 


by the eommittee to this bili; and yet has re- || railroad stocks have been down to 50 cents on 





He says, notwithstanding the amend- | 
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| the dollar all over the country; and all the new 
enterprises were abandoned. That is the reason 
why railroad iron has not been imported. People 
have not had the money to buy it. When the 
English stopped, in August, 1857, taking our rail- 
road bonds and State stocks in payment for our 
importations of their iron, it was not a month be- 
fore money here was 3 per cent. a month; and it 
continued to increase until it got to 10 per cent.; 
and then the banks all stopped. Your trade has 
| been such, under this tariff, that they would stop 
_in three months, any time, if England refused to 
_take your bonds. Justas soon as they stop doing 
| that, we have to stop. It is time we had a sys- 
tem that we could control ourselves. Everybody 
| understands the reason why these railroads ceased 
to be built, and why the consumption of iron has 
been less. It has been owing to the inability of 
the people to purchase iron; and if the English 
manufacturers would have sold it at $15 a ton, 
the people here could not have bought it. 
The Senator wants low duties, in order to im- 
— from Germany to help our ship-owners! 
Vhy, sir, does the Senator know in what vessels 
German dry-goods come here? It is true we have 
had a large increase of importation of merchan- 
dise from Germany; but do the American ships 
bring it?) There is hardly a case of dry-goods 
that does not come in steam vessels; and foreign- 
ers have driven our steamers off the ocean. The 
business is in their hands—freights and all. He 
|seems to rejoice when somebody else gets this 
trade away trom us. He would take down duties 
in order to furnish English and German steamers 
with freight, and keep them going, while our 
people were starving. 
hen, in regard to the great difficulty of collect- 
| ing these specific duties, he has a great many au- 
thorities. 1 did not allude to them when he read 
them last year. I thought they would do very 
well before election; but I never supposed any- 
body would repeat them after the election was 
over. They are pretty good Democratic author- 
ities, I know; pretty good free trade authorities; 
but he said any such a bill as this, with specific 
duties and compound duties, ought to be sent to 
the Tycoon of Japan. I thought that very smart, 
{laughter;} but | see that, when England and 
France make a treaty of commerce with Japan, 
| Leuis Napoleon is ‘Tycoon enough to fix in the 
treaty that, after the first six months, all the ad 
valorem duties shall be put into specifics. That is 
his tycoonery. He does not have any ad valorem 
duties, if he can help it. He watches England for 
six months, and collects duties for six months on 
the ad valorem system; and then he requires them 
| to be put into specific duties, to last for the entire 
period of the treaty. You cannot find a nation in 
| the world, except the United States, that knows 
| anything about commerce, where this dogma of 
| free trade and ad valorems prevails—not even in 
|| China, where the beneficent ideas of Christianity 
| 
| 


| and commerce, according to the Senator, have bat- 

tered down the walls of their cities. I thought it 
| was the long-ranged guns that knocked them to 

pieces. That is my reading; that Pekin was 
| reached at the point of the bayonet, and through 
| the long-cengul guns; but it may have been com- 
‘merce; I know they were after commerce; but 
they conquered commerce at the cannon’s mouth; 
and they did not pretend to call it christianizing 
the world either. They have other influences of 
Christianity than what prevail in the mind of the 
Senator from Virginia. We have several institu- 
tions that are very christianizing, as well as com- 
merce, 

The Senator says the duties on cotton goods 
are very difficult to collect under this bill, and he 
|| dwelt particularly on the counting of the threads. 
|| If the edeser had ever read the English tariff, he 
‘| would have seen that the duties on linens are 
| advanced, step by es four threads. Where 
| I go sixty threads, they would make fifteen dif- 
| ferent stages. Wecan pattern after England about 
warehousing; but he is very careful not to pattern 
after them when they look for revenue. If you 
| can fix the tariff so as to allow the Government 
to be defrauded, it will be satisfactory to the Sen- 
ator from Virginia, if I can understand his rea- 
| soning. The Senator made appeals to the labor 
|| of thecountry, toeverybody that plowsand plants. 
| These are very ingenious things; but what are 

the products of labor, and how is labor sold, and 
what regulates the wages of labor? Is it not the 
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price of its products in the markets when they are 
sold? If I can raise a bushel of wheat with a 
day’s work, and sellit for $1 25, that is the price 
of my day’s work. If it goes down to 50 cents, 
that is the price. Now, suppose this tariff does 
enhance the price of the products of the labor of 
the country: for whose benefit is it? The benefit 
of the men who do the labor. The great manu- 
facturers that are spoken of, are mere agents to 
sell labor in the market, because the production 
is made up of the labor and of the raw material. 

The great end of all these appeals is to get labor 

ainst capital, to make the notion that the em- 
ployer and employed have some different and an- 
tagonistic interests. That is the whole purpose. 
That has been the game for twenty years about 
election time, and now it is kept up continually. 
Why, sir, it is the interest of every laboring man 
in the land, I care not what his pursuit is, to have 
the market price of wages high. That is the in- 
terest of every man who produces anything; and 
it is the interest of the employer alike to have it 
high; and there will be just as much chaffering 
about it if itis low as if itis high. If a man is 
selling his labor, he will get the highest market 
price he can; and the man that is buying it, will 
get it at the lowest market price. No matter if 
the price is 50 cents or $1, they will chaffer; they 
are sharp bargain-makers; but it is the interest of 
both that the market price should be high. If it 
was $2 a day, they would chaffer about it, and the 
man that worked would want $2 25, and the man 
that employed him would want to get his labor at 
$1 75. So itis between the buyer and seller of 
everything. 

The Senator spoke a great deal of the ware- 
housing system; and he thinks when it comes to 
that, the English may be right. Now, I have 
some littie returns of the warehouse, and 1 will 
just let the Senate understand why I want to 

ave that system amended. He gets his returns 
from the Treasury. 1 have not found any report 
of $54,000,000, or anywhere near $54,000,000. 
He said it would have been $58,000,000, but for 
some accidents. There must have been a terrible 
sight of accidents under this tariff! 

Mr. HUNTER. I have the statement of the 
Register, putting it at $54,000,000. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I have the returns here, too. 

Mr. HUNTER. I can give the Senator the 
table, if he desires it. 

Mr. SIMMONS, I have a statement here from 
the Register of the Treasury, signed by him, giv- 
ing these three years. I do not know whether he 
has two sets of books or not. [Laughter.} It 
was a little over $53,000,000 one year. But I shall 
not jook at it, for I want to talk a little about this 
warehousing. On the Istof July, 1857, when the 
new duties under the present tariff took effect, 
there was no schedule more than 30 per cent., and 
the next below that was 24 per cent. There was 
then in the warehouses of the country merchan- 
dise amounting to $56,392,840; and on that amount 
of goods there were due to the United States 

16,956,852 of duties. That was the return. I 

ave taken pains to see how many of these goods 
could be at a lower rate of duty than the brandies 
and wines which were fixed at 30 percent. Taking 
the amount of duties due on these goods, and cal- 
culating 30 per cent. as the rate of duty on them 
all, and the goods would fall about $100,000 short 
of the amountshown by the Treasury books. I 
think this warehouse fund has to bear some of the 
burden of the corruption fund about election times. 
There were not goods enough in warehouse at 30 
per cent. to pay the warehouse charges against 
them, according to the revorts. This shows that 
there could not be a dollar’s worth of anything in 
warehouse but brandies and wines. 

Why should we give acredit on these $16,000,000 
of duties for three years, while the liquor of the 
importer is ageing? The rise in any liquor in three 
years, while it is put aver to age, would pay 10 
per cent. These $56,000,000 of goods would 

ave given us $56,000,000 of duties under the 
previous tariff, because the liquors were 100 per 
cent. before 1857. We did without $56,000,000 
for three yar Yet the Senator says, it is no 
credit. If we find half the capital and the mer- 
chants the other half, and allow them to put their 
liquors in warehouse to ripen for sale, the Senator 
thinks it costs us nothing, although the interest 
on the duties due would amount to $1,000,000 a 
yearat6per cent. He wants us to hire the money 
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at 12 per cent. per annum, and even 36 per cent.; | 
give this credit, and let these folks shave our notes | 
and pay us with our own money that is due to 
us on goods. 
says there is no credit in that! 


Oh,no! He can | 
cipher it out in any way. 


If he wanted to get | 


rid of it, he would have $56,000,000 costing us || 


$3,000,000 a year, and it would at 100 per cent. 
duty; but when he wants to hire money to lend 
to others without interest, and pay 3 per cent. a 
month onit, there is nocredit inthat! I wantto 
bring this warehouse account to a close, the same 
as I wantsome otheraccounts closed. I want to 
see how much these funds have suffered during 
this Administration, the extravagance of which, 
he said, would ruinthe country. I mean to make 
no charges against this Administration. I have 
more reason to pity them than to find fault with 
them. [Laughter.] 

I did not intend to say anything about the Sen- 
ator’s continued appeals and charges upon us that 
our platform induced us to make this revenue bill. 
Why, sir, this bill passed the House of Repre- 
sentatives before the Chicago platform existed. 
I do not know how the House of Representatives 
came to know what the Chicago platform would 
be. They passed this bill before the platform was 
made. I thought we had agreed very well about 
amending it. J did not know of any serious ob- 
jection to any single one of these amendments in 
committee. As to this long tissue of matter about 
the woolen goods, the committee have taken all 
that detail out of this bill, and I presume the Sen- 
ate will do so whenever we come to that amend- 
ment. Perhaps that is one reason why the Sen- 
ator wanted to make his speech now. It happened 
to be prepared for another kind of bill than that 
before us, and he wanted to make the speech now, 
because it would not apply at all after the bill is 
amended as the committee propose. The Sen- 
ator’s speech is on the general principles of the 
bill, such a one as might be made when the bill 
was perfected; and it is the one which he made 
last year, as the Senator from Vermont [Mr. 
CoLLaMeER] suggests tome. I thought the Sen- 
ator had the same colored paper before him that 
he had last year. The tables were made up for 
another occasion, to go to an election upon. 

I shall not detain the Senate with this kind of 
debate; I do not want to waste time by it; but I 
want to get at the amendments as soon as possi- 
ble, and if I shall have occasion to address the 
Senate again, I shall undertake to satisfy the Sen- 
ate and the country as to every one of the Sena- 
tor’s books and papers, and not be a great while 
about it either. 

Mr. BIGLER. Before the Senate goes into 
executive session, I simply desire to state that I 





intend to reply to the arguments of the Senator 
from Virginia, not only those which he has pre- 
sented to-day, but some which he has heretofore 
presented; but I shall not do so until we have 
proceeded with the amendments and the bill is 
about ready for its final passage. My purpose 
is to reply to his general argument with reference 
to the policy and general bearings of the bill be- 
fore us. I believe there is an order to go into 
executive session at three o’clock 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Braae in 
thechair.) Itis the duty of the Chair to announce 
to the Senate that the time has arrived for going 
into executive session under a special order here- 
tofore adopted by the Senate. The Sergeant-at- 
Arms will therefore clear the galleries, and close 
the doors. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


After some time wv in the consideration of 
executive business, the doors were reopened, and 
the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuorspay, February 14, 1861. 
The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 


by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Stockton. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


THE TARIFF. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. { beg leave 
to present the memorial of the Board of Trade of 
Philadelphia asking the passage of the ‘* Morrill 
tariff bill;’? which I ask to have read. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I have no objec- 





| tion to that memorial being read, provided that I 
can also have read a memorial of the Chamber of 
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‘| Commerce of New York. 
That is what he wants; and he || 


Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. A memorial 
from the Chamber of Commerce upon this sub- 
ject was read on a former day. I hope the gen- 
tleman will not make the reading of his paper the 
condition on which the memorial which I have 
sent up may be read. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Very well; I will 
not object. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I think I 
had better object, in the outset, to the reading of 
these memorials. They are out of order. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. I ask, then, 
that the memorial may be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

The memorial was so referred. 


WASHINGTON’S BIRTH DAY. 


Mr. MOORHEAD. lLask the consent of the 
House to submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Farewell Address of President Wash- 
ington be read in the Hall of the House of Representatives 
by the Clerk of the same, on the 22d of February instant; 
and that the President of the United States, the President 
elect of the United States, the members of the Cabinet, the 
judges of the Supreme Court of the United States, the mem- 
bers of the Senate, and the chief military and naval officers, 
and commissioners to the peace convention now in the 
city, be invited by the Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives on that occasion. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. As the adop- 
tion of that resolution would involve the neces- 
sity of a session of the House on that day, I must 
object. I think that Congress should, as a mat- 
ter of course, adjourn over on thatday,as a mark 
of respect to the memory of Washington. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. Ifthe House 
is to have a session on that day, I think it should 
be for the purpose mentioned in my colleague's 
resolution. 

Mr. HINDMAN. I think thatresolution should 
be adopted. I want to see the military here, with 
General Scott at their head. [Laughter.] 


WASHINGTON INDIAN EXPENSES. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the acting Secretary of the In- 
terior, transmitting estimates for the salaries of 

| the superintendent of Indian affairs, and of Indian 
agents in Washington Territory; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Mr. HINDMAN. I hope the resolution of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania |Mr. Moorneap) 
will be adopted. I think it would be eminently 
proper, under the circumstances, to admit the 
military arm of the service into the House of 
Representatives. [Laughter.] 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
Mr. CURTIS. 


business. 


| 
} 
} 
} 


I object. 
I call for the regular order of 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION. 


On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, by unanimous 
consent, the Indian appropriation bill was taken 
from the Speaker’s table, and, with the amend- 
ments of the Senate thereto, referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed. . 


SUPERINTENDENT OF THE CENSUS. 


Mr. LEAKE. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to offer the following resolution, 
which relates to a subject of great interest to the 
State of Virginia. I hope the House will permit 
the resolution to be adopted. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That a select committee of three be appointed 
with instructions to inquire and report to this Housewhether 
the Superintendent of the Census Bureau has heretofore 
instructed the clerks in that bureau to make out, from the 
census returns, a list or lists of the names of heads of fam- 
ilies in the State of Virginia, for the purpose of having 
speeches or documents franked to such heads of families ; 
and that, in prosecuting this inquiry, the committee have 
power to send for persons and papers. 

Mr. CURTIS. I object to that resolution. 

Mr. LEAKE. I hope I shall be permitted to 
make a single remark in reference to it. 

Mr. HINDMAN. I want to say upon that 
subject, that I have reason to believe that Superin- 
tendent Kennedy has been engaged in a violation 
of the postal laws of the United States, as well as 
in other malfeasances. I hope the resojution will 


ST 


be permitted to come in, and be adopted. (Cries 
of ** Order!” and confusion.] 


Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina, made two or 
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three remarks, the purport of which the reporter | 


could not understand. 
fhe SPEAKER. The resolution having been 
objected to, no debate is tn order. 


INSANE ILOSPITAL. 


Mr. CARTER asked the unanimous consent of | 
the House to presentacommunication from the In- | 
terior Department, transmitting acommunication | 


from Dr. C. H. Nichols, asking certain legislation 
for the benefit of the Insane Hospital for the Army 
and Navy and the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I object to every- 
thing except the regular order of business. 


ALLEGED ABSTRACTION OF BOOKS. 


Mr. PRYOR. I rise to a question of privilege. 
i offer the following resolution. 
Mr.CURTIS. Lask if the resolution is founded 


upon a newspaper paragraph? Ifso, Lobject. It 
has been ruled again and again that a personal | 
explanation founded upen statements published | 
in any other paper than the Globe, is not a ques- | 


tion of privilege. 


The SPEAKER. The practice has been to | 


allow gentlemen to state the questions of privilege 
to which they rise. The Chair supposes, there- 
fore, it will be proper to hear the resolution of the 
gentieman from Virginia read, and then the Chair 
will decide. ; 

Mr. BOCOCK. I think, when gentlemen come 


to hear the paragraph read, they will find that it | 


is a matter of higher importance and higher priv- 


ilege than a mere special order. A special order | 
is a privileged question; but a question of privi- | 


lege is of higher privilege, and must take prece- 
dence. 
The SPEAKER. The resolution must be read. 
‘The resolution was read, as follows: 


Whereas the following statements have appeared in the 
New York Times newspaper: “It is ascertained that, in 
addition to the other frauds perpetrated by the seceding 
members of Congress, they have taken from the congres 
sional library, which is probably the best in this country, 
coutaining many books ‘which cannot be obtained else- 
where, some of the most valuable volumes in the whole 
collection. ‘Thousands of dollars’ worth have been thus | 
abstracted and carried off by these members. Among them, | 


| paragraph defending Mr. Giddings, and | wrote 


|| to my response to my othercolleague, (Mr. Sran- 
ron.| But, as I have said, I did putin a response || 
to a paragraph which my friend, Mr. Hurcpins, | 


requested to print on behalf of his predecessor; || 





a single South Carolina member, | am informed, has more | 
than four hundred dollars’ worth of digests of the most | 


valuable character, and which can never be replaced. || 


Reurcely one of these gentlemen took the trouble to return | 
his books ; but, on the contrary, were very cautious to have 
them carefully packed and sent off. I am further informed | 


that a member from one of the border States, who favors 1 


secession, and thought his State sure to secede, sent orders | 
for upwards of one thousand dollars’ worth of books re- 


cently, Which, under the rules of the library, were refused. || : 
| never touch the reporter’s notes of anything that 


This is regarded here to be very near akin to what Web- | 
ster defines as theft:’’ | 

Resolved, ‘That a seleet committee of three be appointed 
to inquire into the truth of the above accusation ; and that | 
said committee have power to send for persons and papers, 
and have leave to report at any time. 





The resolution was considered, and agreed to. 


The SPEAKER thereupon appointed Messrs. || 


Pryor, Maynarp, and Epwarps as such com- | 
mittee, 


| 
| 


COMMITTEE TO WAIT ON PRESIDENT ELECT. | 
The SPEAKER appointed Messrs. Wasu- 


BURNE Of Ilinois, and Burtincame, as the com- 
mittee on the part of the House to inform the 
President and Vice President elect of their elec- 
tion, 

Mr. CURTIS. I demand the previous question 
on the first Senate amendment to the Pacific rail- 
road bill. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 


Mr. STANTON. Lask the unanimous consent 
of the House for leave to make a personal expla- 
nation. | doso for the first me since I have been | 
a member of this House. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois. Is it a ques- 

Mr. STANTON. Itis. I want the attention 
of my colleague from the Columbus district [Mr. | 
oa while [have read an extract from the Globe. 
I find in the reported proceedings of Saturday last, | 


published in Tuesday’s paper, that which I haye || 


marked, and which | now ask the Clerk to read. | 
. . | 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

“That godless old man, after spending a public life de 
voted to bate, l-will, and sedition, was retired because he 
did one thing that was right— voted for the Crittenden-Mont- | 
gomery bill. He has since been making up for his loss of | 
Oflice by the virulence of his spleen, and Ue outlawry of | 


his conduct. Ue has, as | have once shown here, instigated |; 


servile insurrections; and now, at the end of a misspent 


life, which is scarcely silvered by a ray of benignity, he | 


finds, as the consequence of his teaching and conduct, a 
disrupted Union, a terrified people, and the prospect of un- 
ending hate and bloody strife. If there was mercy for the 
thief upon the cross, there may be mercy for him. God 
grant him repentance before he fills his dishonored grave! 
But whata life he has lived! He talked the language of 
love to the black race only to hide his hate for the white 
race who people our southern States. He paradéd human- 


God, only to cloak hie malice and sanctify his hate. He has 
had, in specific wiekedness, many rivals; but if we measure | 


men’s guilt by the objects upon which they are oent, who || 
ean tell the magnitude of that portentous crime which cause- || 


lessly dismembers to destroy the American Republic? As 


such a Republic has wo parallel, so such a criminal has no || dignity of his State, to parade such controversies 


| before the nation,and make them subjects of dis- 


peer. But my colleague praises him and commends him 

to immortal honor! Nero had a friend, who placed immor- 

telles upon his tomb, and the worst fiends of the French | 
revolution had their defenders atter death; but were this | 
old man now dead, and thus powerless in his party at home, 
even my colleague would shrink from the task of embalming 
his bad memory. It will, after death, only be remembered 
to be execrated. His late letters to my colleague [Mr. Cor- 
win} and his compatriot, Mr. Ewing, show that age, which | 
so often reclaims the mostreprobate soul, has not withered, | 
nor custom, Which so often tires of its baleful work, has 


| 
j 
| 
| 


not staled, the infinite variety of his malice and his mad- || 
; ness. History, in its record of this great anti-slavery sedi- 


tion, and its consequent revolution, will only picture the 
whiteness of bis hair to contrast it with the blackness of 


sade whose terrible consummation is upon us, in the crumb- | 


| ling away of our States and the destruction of their unity.” | 


Mr. STANTON. Was that statement con- 
tained in the speech delivered by my colleague 
upon this floor? 


Mr. COX. I will say right here, that while | 
| 


correcting the remarks between my colleague [Mr. 


request, an additional paragraph was made to the | 


| delivered remarks. Hecame to me and asked the | 


privilege of defending his predecessor, Mr. Gid- 
dings, in a paragraph; and he requested me at the 
same time to answer his paragraph. He read his 


the paragraph which has been read, in response. 
{Laughter.| All the rest of the speech 1s just 
about as I delivered it. I put nothing in addition 


and if there be anything wrong in that statement, 
I am willing to meet my colleague upon it atany | 


time. 1] 


Mr. STANTON. I havea single word to say 
aboutthis. Itis a question of taste, in these per- 
sonal patiatviialed eatiotes members, as to how 
far a gentleman will alter remarks which have 
been replied to upon the floor. For myself, I 





has been said bearing, in the remotest degree, a 
personal character. 

Mr. COX. My colleague will see no alteration 
of the remarks I made in reply to him. 
Mr. STANTON. I am reported as replying 
to a speech containing that extraordinary para- 
graph; and with having, in that reply, taken no 


notice whatever of it. It therefore places me in || 
| the position of having permitted such an extraor- || 
|| my colleague to respend ? 


dinary denunciation of an old colleague upon 


this floor to go forth to the public without reply. || 
| It is for that reason that I desire to call attention | 


to it here, that it may be known that not one | 
word of what the Clerk has read was uttered 


upon this floor, and that the speech I replied to | 
did not contain one word of it. | 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Giddings would not choose || 
me for his defender. I have differed with him in || 


many respects. I did not sympathize with the 
intensity of his anti-slavery sentiments. I did | 


| not always concur in the wisdom, prudence, or | 
| sagacity of his conduct upon this floor. But, sir, || 
there is one thing for which the whole world || 
will award him credit; and that is, for fidelity i| 
; _ and sincerity to the overmastering idea which he || 
tion of privilege ? i| 


pursued through his whole life with zeal, and a | 


| courage amid obstacles which have no parallel in | 


the history of pas poblie men. 
Mr. HUTCHINS. And for integrity? 
Mr. STANTON. Yes, sir; and for integrity. 


I will say another thing. [ know, from personal 


intercourse with leading and distinguished gen- || 


tlemen from the slaveholding States, that they | 
place no such estimate upon Mr. Giddings’s char- 
acter as my colleague does. I have heard them | 
say that, while he was crazy about negroes, yet | 
that, upon all other questions, he was a safe, | 


sound, and at legislator. Repeatedly they | 


have so declared 








- 
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_ LT have no disposition, Mr. Speaker, to engage 
in any personal controversy with my colleacue 
He has an extraordinary taste and inclination a 
rake up our domestic quarrels and to parade them 
upon this floor; to bring here our dirty linen, and 








| to wash it in the face of the House and nation. | 


| have no such taste; and therefore 1 do not choose 
itarian phrases, and took upon his profane lips the name of |) 


to arraign him, however strong the tem ytation 
may be. There is no State which has not its per- 
sonal party conflicts and collisions; but there is 
no other gentleman of any State who deems it 
consistent with State pride, with the honor and 


cussion upon this floor. If my colleague be am- 
bitious of the reputation or the notoriety that 
specch is likely to give him, then he is welcome to 


it. It is akin to the notoriety sought by that Eros- 


tratus who burned the temple of Diana at Ephe- 
sus that his name might be attached to an histor- 
ical event. If my colleague chooses to make him- 
self immortal by attacking a historical personae 


| and a historical character, he is welcome to the 


notoriety which belongs to the act. [Applause, 


hair ; || and cries of ** "9 
that purpose, which for years and years has pursued a cru- | and cries of ** Good! ] 


Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, I wish to say a word 
in response to my colleague. It comes with a bad 
grace from him, or from any gentleman on that 


| side of the House from the State of Ohio, to un- 


dertake to arraign me under the pretense of a 
question of privilege, when, from the beginning 


| of my term in Congress till this very moment, | 
Hurcnuins] and myself, at his special instance and || 


have been pursued by them, both here and at 
home, in a personally vindictive and malicious 
style, which has no parallel in political campaigns 


| or parliamentary debate. My colleague has taken 


a part of the same personal campaigning against 
me. During the last en, Mr. Giddings 
causclessly began an attack upon me, as very 


| many members will recollect;and the gentleman, 
| his successor, (Mr. Hutcnis,] on Saturday lasf, 
as the House will bear witness, commenced this 


controversy. He referred to me in language 
which I will not now characterize. He has seen 
proper to tone itdown in the speech which he has 
published. 

But the gentleman [Mr. Sranron] goes out of 
his way, and takes advantage of a question of 
privilege, to court favor with the abolition wing of 
his party by this gratuitous defense of its leader. 


| I did attack Mr. Giddings in the first part of the 


remarks I made. It was called for by the attack 


| of my colleague, and the questions discussed by 
|| him. The gentleman knows it. He did notdeem 
| it proper then to reply. He says that he would 

have replied, if this extract had been spoken. | 


want the House to remember that the bringing of 
Ohio politics into the House was begun by the 
attack of my colleague [Mr. Hurcuins] upon me 
while I was sitting inmy seat. 1 want them also 
to remember that the remarks published about 


| Mr. Giddings were in response to the successor 


of Mr. Giddings, and at his request, as he will 
now bear me testimony. Is not that so? I ask 


Ir. HUTCHINS. I will state that I desired 
my colleague to permit me to insert a single par- 
agraph in reply to his attack on Mr. Giddings, 
which my five minutes would not allow me to do 
in the House. I told him he could reply to it. 
I did not see his reply. I did not know what it 
was going to be. 

Mr. COX. I wrote off my reply while my 


| colleague was present, and I read to him as much 


of it as I had then finished. My colleague ts 
truthfal, and will bear testimony to that. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. I commenced reading the 

entleman’s reply, but I did not stay to see It 
Fnished, and did not know what it was until l 
saw it published in the Globe. 

Mr. COX. I was perfectly willing that he 
should read it. The whole of my remarks are 
printed substantially as I delivered them, except 
the paragraph in reply to my colleague, (Mr. 
Hurcmuws,] which I made at his own special in- 
stance and request, and for which my other col- 
league (Mr. Stanton] has no words of reproof. 

henthegentleman (Mr. Stanton} talks about 
bringing in dirty linen, and washing it before this 
House, I want him to understand this discussion 
springs legitimately out of the debate of the prop- 
osition of the committee of thirty-three with re- 
spect to the rendition of fugitives from justice, 
the conduct of Ohio in that regard. [ said, in 
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that speech, that it was from this motive, and this || terms of intimacy, and I would not reflect un- | this letter that the statement [ made at the time of 1 
alone, that I made the remarks I did; that wrong || necessarily or unjustly upon them. 


had been committed by our State against other 
States, and that I wanted to apply the remedy. I 
sustained the remedy proposed by the committee 
of thirty-three. My colleague over the way had 
attacked it; I defended it, and in Qoing so, | gave 
the facts necessary to a proper,understanding of 
the measure before the country and the House; 


so that we might vote properly upon this reme- | 


dial proposition. 

If my colleague expects to make anything from 
this attack upon me, I am willing to meet him now 
and here, or at any time and place. Every time 
this thing comes into this House, I am placed 
upon the defensive in reference to my own party 
and my own State, and against the disgraceful 
domination of the Republican party in Ohio. 
Because I do this, I am to be fiuinted down by 
these blood-hounds ofthe Republican party. Why 
do not these gentlemen attack some of the south- 
ern men who stand up here for the Union, and 
measures of conciliation to preserve it? 


see, (Mr. Ernermee,] and the gentleman from | 


Virginia, [Mr. CLemens,] and to other southern 
members; but when a Democrat from Ohio, or a 
northern Democrat stands up here for the Union, 
he is at once made the mark for the missiles of 
scorn, hate, and personality. 


suitutvion, 

Mr. WEBSTER. Personal explanations seem 
to be in order this morning. I have endeavored 
for some days to get the floor for that purpose, 
but have not succeeded, and I avail myself of this 
opportunity to da so, It will be remembered that 
some days ago, when my friend, the senior mem- 
ber from Pennsylvania, |Mr.Strevens,| was mak- 
ing a speech, | interrupted him by making refer- 
ence to two instances in which citizens of my State 
lost their lives in attempting to arrest their slaves 
in the State of Pennsylvania. 1 said, then, as I 


say now, that, in alluding to those cases, I had | 


no desire to enter into crimination or recrimina- 
tion. I had no desire whatever to increase the 


eer excitement which exists in the country, 
but I dic 


citizens of the South upon citizens of the North, 
and included my own State. I made those re- 
marks in that interruption simply as a sort of 
set-off, so that when the people of his State should 


come to see his speech, they might find that we | 
also had grievances to complain of, and that | 


thereby they might be inclined to settle amicably 


the difficulties between us. That was the only | 
I wished to show that 


motive that actuated me. 
the wrong was not altogether upon one side. 


I find that the citizens of Carlisle have taken | 


exception to my remarks, which were doubtless 
not reported correctly in the papers which they 
saw; and a gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Junkin] took occasion, several days afterwards, 
during one of the night sessions of the House, 
when I was not present to defend myself, to ani- 
madvert upon my conduct, both as regards the 
correctness of the facts which I stated, and the 
motives which induced me to state them. 
Mr. Speaker, the gentleman, in so doing, has mis- 
represented what | did say, as well as reflected 


upon my party. The language I used upon that | 


occasion was this: 


** Well, sir, | desire only to refer to an occurrence which 
took place in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. A man from my State 
went to Carlisle to reclaim a slave who had fled from him; 
and was murdered in his attempt to arrest his own slave. 
Another gentleman went from Baltimore county, in my 
district, to the gentleman’s State to reclaim his slave who 
had escaped ; and he was murdered at Christiana while en- 
deavoring to effect the reclamation.’? 


The gentleman, in his speech, says that I as- 
serted here in my place, that “* the citizens of the 
borough of Carlisie had murdered a citizen of the 
State of Maryland in cold blood, when he was in 
pursuit of his slave.’’ 
to the citizens of Carlisle. 
a man being murdered in cold blood. Far be it 
from me to reflect upon the citizens of that bor- 
ough, 
student in college there. 


I have a high regard for 
most of them. 


I have mingved with them upon 


| slaves in that borough. 0 
from Pennsylvania, when giving his statement of | 
the facts connected with that case, used the fol- | 


Oh, no. | 
They sing peans to the gentleman from Tennes- | 


Itshows that they | 
love their party better than the Union; that they | 
will stand by their platform rather than the Con- | 


an NESE 


it because the senior member from Penn- | 
sylvania, [Mr. Srevens,] in making what I sup- | 
posed to be a strong anti-compromise speech, re- | 
ferred to certain alleged wrongs perpetrated by | 








Now, | 





Sir, I made no reference | 
I said nothing about 


I lived among them for four years, as a | 


majority of them are peaceable, law-abiding, and 
Union-loving men, and I desire here to say that 
in justice to them. I simply referred to the sad 


| fact—for fact it was and true—that a gentleman 


had been murdered when attempting to arrest his 
Now, sir, the gentleman 


lowing language: 


*¢ You will learn the fact that this alleged murder never | 
was committed at all; thatthe man died of indigestion, | 
probably unused to the solid living of Pennsylvania; he | 


may have eaten saurkraut or cabbage.”’ 


Now, sir, [ hold in my hand a communication | 


in regard to the death of Mr. Kennedy, to whom 
I referred, written, at my request, by the brother- 
m-law of that gentleman, a highly distinguished 
citizen of the State of Maryland, formerly a mem- 
ber of this House, and at present engaged in the 
peace conference, at the other end of the avenue, 
the Hon. J. Dixon Roman. 
The letter was read, as follows: 
Wittarps’ Hore, 


Wasnineton, February 11, 1861. 
Dear Sir: I received last evening your note inclosing 


| the reported speech of Mr. JuNKIN, and requesting from me | 
| a statement of the facts and circumstances attending the 
death of my brother-in-law, Mr. James UH. Kennedy, re- | 


ferred to in said speech. 


Mr. Kennedy resided in Hagerstown, Maryland, a young | 
geutieman under thirty years of age, of liberal education, | 


easy fortune, and with all the surroundings which lend at 

tractions to life. He pursued his slaves who had escaped 
into Pennsylvania, and on the 2d June, 1847, arrested them 
in Carlisle. Under legal advice he appeared with them be- 
fore the court, claiming their restitution under the Consti- 
tution and the act of Congress of 1793. The facts were not 


disputed. The judge declared his undoubted right to return | 
| them to Maryland ; but decided that, by the recent act of 


1847, commonly Known as the ** personal liberty bill’? of 


that State, * the court was forbidden to hold jurisdiction, | 


and the sheriff forbidden to render assistance, or to use the 
jail for safe-keeping.” 

Being thus deprived of official aid, while passing from 
the court-house door to his carriage at Hhe curbstone he 
was attacked by an infuriated mob ; 4nd, although a few 


| citizens, personal friends who were with him, aided by | 


some others, fought manfully in defense, they were over- 
powered, the slaves rescued, and he left prostrate on the 


street, with severe bruises in the region of the chest, and bis | 
Many other citizens were present, in- | 
cluding a professor in the college, (aclergyman,) who was | 
said to have used language of bitter hostility against the | 


knee-cap broken. 


owners, and who was afterwards tried as an ‘* accessory,” 
but acquitted, as I Jearned, because of a doubt whether his 
encouraging language had been heard by, or influenced 
those actively engaged in the riot. 


Mr. Kennedy remained confined to his bed at the hotel | 


until the 25th ; and being a man of vigorous constitution 
and uninterrupted health, his friends did not suppose, al- 
though crippled for life, that his injuries would prove fatal. 
But his appetite soon failed, and his general health rapidly 
declined, without any apparent adequate cause. 

For many days previous to his death he frequently awoke 
from sleep with great oppression and difficulty of breathing, 
which increased and became gradually more serious until, 


the morning of the 25th, he suddenly awoke with a similar | 


paroxysin of great oppression, and died within an hour. 


| His wife, brother, and sister were with him, and from their 
| statements, and those of his physician, I am satisfied there 


was no symptom of “colic,” and the idea of ‘cramp in 
the stomach”? was never suggested. There had been no * im- 
prudence in dict,”’ and to say that he died of “ indigestion” 
would seem to be ridiculous. Physicians differed in opinion. 
Some of those in Hagerstown believed the bruises on his 
chest had resulted in internal mortification. There was no 


difference, however, as to the fact that his death was caused | 


by the injuries received from the mob. And it is not true, 
as stated by Mr. Miller, that he had recovered from those 
injuries previous to his death. 

When his body was brought home to Hagerstown, and 
the ten thousand of our citizens who attended his funeral 
heard the widow’s wail and the orphan’s cry, it called forth 
a most intense feeling of thirsting indignation against the 
hostile legislation of Pennsylvania, which had led to the 
sad result; and this feeling spread on the lightning’s wing 
throughout the South, until many millions ofher people,who 
had never heard his name or known his worth, were ready 
to mingle tears over his untimely grave, as a martyr in their 
common cause. 

The facts above stated in connection with the riot, were 
derived next day from himself and several of those citizens 
who had struggled by his side ; and these, with the circum- 
stances attending his death, having been the subject of fre- 
quent family conversations, it is scarcely possible for them 
to be mistaken or forgotten. 

Mr. Miller has doubtless heard the fact which I now re- 
peat, that the family entertained the most grateful feelings 
towfrds those citizens of Carlisle who so nobly battled in 
his defense, and to the large majority of her people who 
afterwards poured forth their sympathies from overflowing 
hearts. But these feelings are not inconsistent with the 
deep and abiding conviction that the riot was the conse- 
quence of hostile legislation ; nor with the still more certain 
fact that the injuries then received were the direct and prox- 
imate cause of his death. 

Yours, sincerely, 

Hon. Epwinx H. WerstTer. 


J.DIXON ROMAN. 


| Mr. WEBSTER. [t will be perceived from 


| Church? 
| county of Lancaster, taking with him a marshal 








| interrupting the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 


(Mr. Srevens,] though not giving all particulars, 
was substantially correct in regard to the case at 


| Carlisle. 


I also referred to a case which occurred in the 


| county of Lancaster. The gentleman also, in his 
| reply, referred to that case; and in doing so he 
| used the following language: 


‘Tine fact is that Mr. Gorsuch was murdered by his own 
slaves. He was warned, before he undertook to arrest 


| them, that the negroes were known to be desperate, and 


that they would undoubtedly take their master’s life; aud 
Mr. Gorsuch swore by his Maker that he would arrest them, 
or die in the attempt. He made the effort, and was shot 


| down by his own slave, and not by Pennsylvanians.” 


Well, sir, would it be believed, after such lan- 


| guage as this, that Mr. Gorsuch was a highly re- 


spectable citizen of my State, an old gentleman, 
a worthy member of the Methodist Episcopal 
That he followed his slaves into the 


of the United States, and the process of the Uni- 
ted States, which had been provided by the fugitive 
slave law of 1850, and when he attempted to ar- 
rest his slaves under the process of law, he was 
resisted by an armed mob of negroes and mur- 
dered; and his son, who was with him, barely 
escaped with hislife. Nevertheless, these are the 
facts, and nothing but the facts. 

I do not care to dwell upon these things, and f 
regret thatit has been necessary to allude to them 
atall. I desire that the concord and fraternity 
which has so long existed between the old Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania and that of Mary- 
land shall not be destroyed. I admire that old 
State. The bones of many of my ancestors sleep 
within her bosom, and many relations now live 
within her limits. 1 have very great regard for 
that State, and I hope it will continue to be, in 
the future, as it has been in the past; the key- 
stone of the Federalarch. But I do say to the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, who has undertaken 
to arraign my conduct in regard to this matter, 
that if he desires to maintain those friendly rela- 
tions, I trust he will take some other course, 
when the death of one of our most respectable 
and Christian citizens is alluded to; a citizen 
foully, brutally murdered, in his State, while at- 
tempting to arrest his slaves by due process of 
law, than of referring to him as a man of violence 
and profanity, and of making the death of another 
of our estimated citizens, who lost his life in the 
pursuit of his slave, the occasion of jests, upon 
this floor, or of laughter through these Halls. Sir, 
this is not the way to pour oil upon the troubled 
waters; this is not the way to heal the open 


| wounds, still bleeding from the violence inflicted 


on our people. I trust the gentleman will not pur- 
sue this line of policy hereafter. I trust, at least, 
that before he again undertakes to question the 
correctness of my statements, or to arraign my 
conduct upon this floor, he will see that his own 
statements are founded in fact, and that his own 
conduct is above reproach. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I desire to 
say a single word. The gentleman from Mary- 
land says that he te in my speech, be- 
cause | was making what he supposed to be a 
strong anti-compromise speech. If the gentleman 
had read my speesh-eltioagt I do not expect 
anybody to take that trouble—he would have 
found that I made a very conservative speech. 
As to anti-compromise, I believe I did not agree 
to go for a compromise. I did say that I had 
watched for something on the part of the free 


| States to be compromised, and that I could find 


nothing; bu: if there was anything which was 
wroug, | was sure we could compromise it. The 


| gentleman, when he made his statement, said that 


I alluded to a case, I think, of a requisition from 
the Governor. In the course of remark, some- 
thing was said about the Governor of Ohio not 
delivering up criminals upon a requisition. I 
mentioned—and I believe my remark was put in 
the Globe by the reporters—that a similar case— 
I did not inquire into the merits of it—occurred 
in my own county, and that, in two instances, 
kidnappers were indicted by the grand jury of 
Chester county, and a requisition for them was 


| made upon the Governor of Maryland; but he 


refused to give them up. I believe it was at that 


point that the gentleman from Maryland inter- 
rupted me, and made this crimination against 
‘| Pennsylvania. It is due to myself that I should 
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state that, when the gentleman referred to the 
Carlisle case, I did not hear him. I heard him 


speak of the Christiana case; and I made the an- | 


ewer, that Mr. Gorsuch, of whom I know noth- 
ing, bad been murdered by his own slaves—I 
believe there were two of them—and that they 
escaped to Canada. Some eighteen or nineteen 
negroes were tried for aiding in the rescue, but 
they were all found not to have been present. If 
I had heard the gentleman speak of the Carlisle 


case, 1 should have responded pretty much as | 
my colleague [Mr. Junxin] did. I was once em- | 


ployed by Mr. McClintock to defend ‘him; but I | 


could not go. Mr. McClintock was indicted, but 


he was acquitted on the ground that he was not | 


a parucipator. A number of colored persons, 


who were indicted for the riot, were convicted | 


and sentenced to imprisonment; and in all cases 
where the offense was proved, there was punish- 
ment, 

Now, I did not intend to criminate the State of 
Maryland any further than to say that we hadas 
much to complain of as they had. I was a little 
astonished, therefore, that the gentleman from 
Maryland should have taken offense and became 
excited at what I said, 


opposed to compromise, and was, therefore, pre- 
pared tosay some hard things. I am opposed to 
compromise, until there is something to compro- 
mise; but I meant to say it in gentle language. 
I know that, in this respect, I differ from many 
of my friends and colleagues. I know that many 
have the good fortune to be made of more pliable 
stuff; indeed, one half of the world, everywhere, 
melts into the softest dough, from the nape of 
the neck to the os coceygis. [Laughter.] 

Mr. JUNKIN. Mr. Speaker, in answering 
the allegations of the gentleman from Maryland, 
I did not address my remarks to him alone. I 


have heard this charge made against the people | 


of Pennsylvania time and again since I have been 
a member of this House, I have heard it affirmed 
over and over again, that we in Pennsylvania 
murdered two Marylanders who were in pursuit 
of their slaves; and I see that a high official of the 
State of Maryland has deliberately put it ina 
printed pamphlet that Mr. Kennedy was mur- 
dered by a Pennsylvania mob. Now, as I stated 
the other night, the very lawyer who conducted 
the proceedings from beginning to end admits that 
the whole affair amounted to nothing more nor 
less than a riot; and when Mr. Dixon Romaine 
alludes to the alleged murder of Mr. Kennedy, he 
carefully suppresses the fact that not asingle white 
man was engaged in the transaction. And yet this 
charge is made against the citizens of Pennsyl- 


vania, when the very man who utters the charge | 


knows that this thing was done by negroes, and 
by negroes alone. If this thing amounted to mur- 
der, why were not these black men tried for the 
offense? The only thing the authorities could 
convict them of was riot, and for that they were 
sent to the penitentiary; and let me observe that 


in imposing that penalty, the court inflicted a pun- | 


ishment which, under the laws of Pennsylvania, 
they had no right todo. They had only the right 
to send them to the county jail, instead of which 
they were sent to the penitentiary for three and 


four years, although they were afterwards re- | 
leased by the supreme court on a writ of habeas 
There was but one single white man | 


corpus. 
charged with participation in that riot, and he was 
tried by an impartial jury. The State of Maryland 
was heard there by a own counsel, and he was 
acquitted because there was no testimony identi- 
fying him with the transaction. Now, I aver that 
the statement made by Mr. Miller in his letter 
corresponds with my own recollection of the facts, 
because the thing occurred in my own district, 
and within twenty miles of where I live. I be- 
lieve that he stated the facts precisely as they 
occurred, 

Another thing, Mr. Speaker. 1 see that it is 
charged in a printed pamphlet, published a few 
days ago by a high official of Maryland, that the 
authorities of this very borough of Carlisle en- 
ticed two men into the county of Cumberland, and 
tried them for kidnapping. Now, 1 admit that 
these men were tried before Judge Graham for 
kidnapping, and were duly convicted. 1 assert, 


I said nothing against | 
Maryland, except to state the fact that her Gov- | 
ernor refused to deliver up those kidnappers, on | 
the requisition of the Governor of Pennsylvania. | 
The gentleman may have supposed that I was | 
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too, that they were convicted upon the adjudica- 
tion of the courts of the State of Maryland her- 
self, which had settled, in two or three decisions, 


'| that when freedom was bequeathed to a slave, it 


was a specific legacy to the slave; and if the ex- 
ecutor acquiesced in it by suffering him to go at 
large, it was a recognition and payment of the 
legacy. That was the state of facts under which 
this conviction took place. The negroes in ques- 
tion were freed by their mistres : at her death. The 
executor permitted them to leave the State and go 
into Pennsylvania, where they located and lived 
with their families for several years. Afterwards, 
by order of the orphan’s court of Frederick coun‘ y, 
these negroes were ordered to be sold for payment 
of testatrix’s debts; and on this authority, these 
alleged slaves were, without any process whatso- 
ever, seized by the persons tried, and carried back 
to slavery; and this, by the law of Pennsylvania, 
was kidnapping, not because they were seized 
without process, but because, being free, they 
were carried off without process of law. The right 
of recapture we concede to the slave owner; but 
when he exercises that right, he must be sure 
they areslaves. The men who carried them back 
were tried for the offense in Pennsylvania, pre- 
cisely as they would have been tried in the cir- 
cuit court of Frederick county. The question of 
their freedom was involved in the issue, and had 
to be tried. I do not think it fair now for Mary- 
land to turn round and accuse us of failing to do 
our duty, because we followed out the rule of law 
settled in her own courts. If we are wrong, we 
were misled by their own courts; and they should 
correct their own decisions, and not expect us to 
do it for them. 

Mr. CURTIS. I nowcall for the regular order 
of business. 

Mr. WEBSTER. 
rep! 

Mr. GROW. I object. That would rendera 
rejoinder necessary. Both sides have been heard 
now. 

Mr. HUGHES. Itis due to my colleague to be 
permitted to say a word. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gen- 
tleman from Maryland has a right to be heard. 

Mr. GROW. Then I rise to a point of order. 
Let us know whether we have any rules. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear the 

oint of order. 

Mr. GROW. My point of order is, that no 
gentleman can take the floor on a personal ex- 
planation without the consent of the House. That 
is the rule. Now, if the Speaker proposes to 
decide that any gentleman has a right to make a 
personal explanation, unless it affects his seat, I 
will appeal from that decision. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania is perfectly 
correct. 

_Mr. WEBSTER. Very well; I will not in- 
sist. 


I desire to say a word in 





PACIFIC RAILROAD BILL. 


Mr. CURTIS. I now move that the special 
order on the report of the committee of thirty- 
three be postponed until after the Pacific railroad 
bill is disposed of. 

Mr. SICKLES. I suppose the Pacific railroad 
bill is the first business in order. 

The SPEAKER. The special order is not be- 
fore the House at present. The question before 
the House is on seconding the previous question 
on the first amendment of the Senate ae bellies 


Add to the first section of the bill, after the word “ Mis- 
souri,”’ the words, “at the mouth of the Kansas river, and 
proceeding thence up the valley of said river to the vicinity 
of Fort Riley.” so that it will read: 

That to insure the safe, certain, and speedy transporta- 
tion of mails, troops, and public stores from the western 
border of what is called our western States, by railroad, to 
wit: starting from two points, one on the western border 
of the State of Missouri, at the mouth of the Kansas river, 
and proceeding thence up the valley of said river to the vi- 
cinity of Fort Riley, and the other on the western border 
of Lowa, with two converging lines bearing westward and 
uniting within two hundred miles of the Missouri river, 
&e. 


To which Mr. Craic, of Missouri, offered the 
following amendmen:: 


Strike out “‘ and ereneoting thence up the valley of said 
river to the vicinity of Fort Riley,’’ and, in lieu area 


insert: “ and with a branch from some eligible point on sai 
line, not more than fifty miles west of the Missouri river, 
to the city of St. Joseph.” 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I desire to present 
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a question of order. On the adjournment of the 
| House yesterday, the time expired for which this 
| bill was made the special order, and then the bill 
with the amendments, went to the Speaker's 
table. I predicate my point of order on the last 
paragraph in Barclay’s Digest, page 162, which 
declares that, if a matter made a special order be 
not taken up, or if taken up be left undisposed 
of o the day fixtd, thereafter it loses its spe- 
cialty. 
_ The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana 
is perfectly correct in saying that it loses its spe- 
cialty; but that is not the ground on which the 
Chair proceeds. This is unfinished business; and 
the rule declares that, in the morning, the unfin- 
| ished business of the preceding day shall be taken 
up, not as a specialty, but as the ordinary busi- 
ness before the House. 


w SICKLES. I ask that the 56th rule be 
read. 
The rule was read, as follows: 


The consideration of the unfinished business in which 
the House may be engaged at an adjournment shall be re- 
sumed as soon as the Journal of the next day is read, and 
at the same time cach day thereafter until disposed of : and 
if, from any cause, other business shall intervene, it shall 
be resumed as soon as such other business is disposed of. 
And the consideration of ail other unfinished business shal} 
be resumed whenever the class of business to which it be- 
longs shall be in order under the rules.”’ 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. But it is not to be 
| taken up after the expiration of the morning hour, 
as I understand. 

The SPEAKER. Not after the morning hour 
expires, but. during the morning hour. The Chair 
overrules the point of order. It is very clear that 
this is the regular business. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 
_. expired ? 

he SPEAKER. No, sir; it has not. At the 
expiration of the morning hour, the special order 
will take precedence. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Then, when the 
morning hour expires, 1 shall make the same 
point of order. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, called for the yeas 
and nays on Mr. Craic’s amendment to the 
amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 95, nays 62; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ald- 
rich Alley, Thomas L. Anderson, William C. Anderson, 
Avery, Babbitt, Ringham, Blake, Briggs, Buffinton, Bur- 
lingame, Burnett, Butterfield, Campbell, Carter, Case, 
John B. Clark, Coburn, Clark B. Cochrane, John Cochrane, 
Conkling, Covode, James ae John G. Davis, De Jar- 
nette, Duell, Eayzerton, Eliot, Ely, English, Farnsworth, 
Ferry, Fouke, Gooch, Graham, Grow, Hall, Haskin, He!- 
mick, Hickman, Hoard, William A. Howard, Humphrey, 
Hutchins, William Kellogg, Killinger, DeWitt C. Leach, 
Leake, Lee, Logan, Charles D. Martin, MeClernand, Me- 
Kenty, McKnight, McPherson, Laban T. Moore, Moor- 
head, Edward Joy Morris, Niblack, Nixon, Noell, Perry, 
Pettit, Peyton, Porter, Pottle, Edwin R. Reynolds, Riggs, 
Christopher Robinson, James C. Robinson, Royce, Ruthin, 
Sedgwick, Sherman, Sickles, Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, 
Stanton, Stevens, William Stewart, Stout, Stratton, 
Thayer, Thomas, Train, Van Wyck, Wade, Waldron, Cad- 
walader C. Washburn, V Jelis, Winslow, and Wright—9. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Barr, Barret, Bocock, Boteler, 
Brabson, Branch, Brayton, Bristow, Burch, Burnham, 
Colfax, Cox, Burton Craige, Curtis, Dawes, Delano, Dunn, 
Etheridge, Fenton, Florence, Garnett, Gilmer, Hale, Ham- 
ilton, John T. Harris, Hatton, Hindman, Holman, Irvine, 
Francis W. Kellogg, Kenyon, Kunkel, Larrabee, Long- 
necker, Maclay, Mallory, Marston, Elbert S. Martin, May- 
nard, Millson, ners Morrill, Nelson, Phelps, Pot- 
ter, Pryor, Quarles, Rice, Scott, Scranton, William N. Hi. 
Smith, Stokes, Tappan, Tompkins, ‘Trimble, Vandever 
Walton, Webster, Wilson, Wood, and Woodson—62. 


So the amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 

During the roll-call, 

Mr. BURNETT (when his name was called 
said: I shall vote for all the amendments that may 
be offered in the House, believing that that is the 
most effectual way to kill this bill. I therefore 
vote ‘ay.’ ; 

Mr. QUARLES stated that Mr. Leacu of 
North Carolina was confined to his room by in- 
disposition. 

Mr. MAYNARD (when his name was called) 
said: I have voted against this bill all along, but 
it is manifest that itis going to pass by a very 
decided majority and to become a law. [| there- 
fore desire to have it made as perfect as possible, 
and for that reason I will vote against extending 
it any further, and against the proposition of my 
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friend from Missouri, to carry it to St. Joseph. I 
vote ‘*no.”’ } 
Mr. WHITELEY stated that he was paired | 
on this bill with Mr: Foster. 
Mr. EDGERTON stated that his colleague, 
Mr. Carex, was detained at his room by indis- 
position. vat 
Mr. ALLEN, of Ohio, made a similar state- | 
ment in regard to his colleague, Mr. Howarp. 
Mr.STANTON stated that his colleague, Mr. 
PenpDLETON, was paired with Mr. Ouw. 








The vote was announced as above recorded. | 
| 
1 


Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I rise to a privi- | 
leged question. I move to reconsider the vote by | 
a the amendment to the amendment was 
adopted; and to lay the motion to reconsider on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. | 

Mr. CURTIS. I move that the Senate amend- | 
ment be non-concurred in; and on that motion I 
demand the previous question. | 

Mr. STANTON. I hope the gentleman from | 
Iowa will permit the motion to be made to non- 
concur in all the amendments of the Senate, and 
have a committee of conference upon them. That 
is the only way we shall ever get clear of them. 

Mr. GROW. I want a separate vote on the 
amendment to provide for a northern road. 

Mr. CURTIS. I have an amendment, which 
I desire to offer, to that amendment. 

Mr. HOARD. I object to non-concurring in | 
the amendments of the Senate in gross. 

Mr. CURTIS. Then, I move to non-concur in | 
the first amendment of the Senate, and call the | 
previous question. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour having | 
expired, the special order, being the report of the 
committee of thirty-three, is now before the 
House, upon which the gentleman from Pennsy!l- 
vania [Mr. CampBELL] is entitled to the floor. | 

Mr. PHELPS. Dol understand that the mo- | 
tion is made to non-concur in all the amendments | 
of the Senate in gross? If so, I wish to make 
objection to that motion. 

he SPEAKER. The Chair has stated that | 
objection being made, the question must be taken 
upon the amendments separately. 

Mr. CURTIS. Now, if the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania will yield the floor, 1 will move to | 
postpone the special order for the purpose of | 
considering this bill to-day. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I objecttothat. | 
Mr. HASKIN. Idid desire to say something 
in opposition to this bill; and now, for the pur- 
pose of saying something practically in opposi- | 
tion to it, | will move to lay the bill and amend- | 
ments on the table. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the | 
gentleman from New York, that the subject of 
the Pacific railroad bill has passed from the con- 
sideration of the House. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. CampBE.t] is entitled to the | 
floor; and the Chair understands that he declines | 
to yield. 

Mr. CURTIS. Then I desire to ask the gen- | 
tleman from Pennsylvania whether he did not 
say to me this morning that he would yield the 
floor for that motion? 

Mr. BURNETT. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania is entitled to the floor, and I ask that he 
shall proceed. I object to interruption. 

Mr. CURTIS. And Lask the gentleman whether | 
he does not know that, unless we can go on with | 
the consideration of this bill at this time, it will | 
go to the Speaker’s table? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Iowa | 
will understand distinctly that the Chair cannot 
take cognizance of any such arrangement. 

Mr. BURNETT.- The gentleman from Penn- | 

| 
| 





sylvania is entitled to the floor. Now, sir, if he 
yields the floor, I insist that he does so uncondi- 
tionally. 

STATE OF THE UNION. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I believe I am entitled to | 
the floor. I'take this opportunity of presenting | 
four petitions, signed by citizens of Philadeiphia, 
without distinction of party, asking for the en- 
forcement of the Constitution and the laws as they | 
are. 

The memorials were laid on the table | 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of | 
the United States, by A. J. Grossprenner, his | 


THE CON 


did, on this day, approve and signa bill and joint 
resolution of the following titles: 


and 





MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Hickey, their Uhief Clerk, announcing that 
| the Senate had ordered to be printed— 
The resolutions of the Legislature of Minne- 
sota on the State of the Union; and 
The report of the Secretary of State on the com- 
mercial relations of the United States with foreign 


|| nations, for the year 1860. 


Also, that the Senate insist upon their amend- 


| cial expenses of the Government for the year 
ending June 30, 1862, disagreed to by the House 


disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the said 
bill; and have appointed Messrs. Pearce, La- 
THaAM, and Dixon, as the conferees on the part of 
the Senate. 


ond, fifth, sixth, ninth, tenth, and twelfth amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives to the bill 
of the Senate (No. 10) in addition to ** An act to 
promote the progress of the useful arts;’’ non- 





with amendments; in which he was directed to 
ask the concurrence of the House. 


he was directed to ask the concurrence of the 
House: 


tions between the United States and the Repub- 
lics of New Granada and Costa Rica; 

An act (No. 552) relating to printing extra 
numbers of messages, reports, and documents; 
and 

A resolution (No. 63) for the relief of Mrs. E. 
A.H.Adams,George M. Thompson,and Thomas 
H. Green. 

Also, that the Senate insist upon their amend- 
ments to the bill (H. R. No. 864) making appro- 
priations for the consular and diplomatic expen- 





ses of the Government for the year ending June | 


30, 1862, disagreed to by the House of Represent- 
atives; and disagree to the amendment of that 
House to the seventh amendment of the Senate; 
and ask a conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on said bill; and have appointed 
Messrs. Fessenpen, Sautsrury, and CLinemMAN, 
to be the conferees on the part of the Senate. 
Also, that the Senate have passed a bill of this 


House (No. 914) making appropriations for the || 
naval service for the year ending June 30, 1862, 
with amendments; in which he was directed to | 


ask the concurrence of the House. 
Also, that the Senate have passed a resolution 


that a committee of one member of the Senate be | 


appointed to join a committee of two members 
of the House of Representatives to wait on Abra- 
ham Lincoln, of Illinois, and to notify him that 
he has been duly elected President of the United 
States for four years, commencing with the 4th of 
March, 1861; and also to notify Hannibal Ham- 
lin, of Maine, that he has been duly elected Vice 
President of the United States for four years, 
commencing with the 4th of March, 1861; and 
that they have appointed Mr. Trumsuxt on said 
committee on their part. 


CONDITION OF THE COUNTRY. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Speaker, it was offi- 
cially announced yesterday in this Hall that Abra- 
ham Lincoln, a worthy, patriotic, and intelligent 
citizen of the State of Illinois, had been elected 
President of the United States of America, ac- 
cording to the forms and requirements of the Con- 
stitution, and laws made in pursuance thereof. 
Absolute submission to the results of elec- 
tions has been the homage which the American 
eople periodically offered to their institutions. 
| Whatever diversity of sentiment or partisan zeal 

may have marked the canvass, unanimous obe- 
| dience has, with patriotic ardor, waited upon the 
| decisions of the ballot-box. By a graceful acqui- 


‘| escence in the voice of the majority, my coun- 


of Representatives; and ask a conference on the | 


An act (No. 543) to carry into effect conven- | 


Aresolution for the benefitof Duvall & Brothers, | 


i 


| ments to the bill (H.R. No, 892) making appro- || 
| priations for the legislative, executive, and judi- | 








Also, that the Senate concur in the first, sec- | 


concur in the fourth and seventh amendments; | 
and concur in the other amendments of the House, | 


Also, that the Senate have passed bills and a | 
ag resolution of the following titles; in which | 





| 


ui. object. 


GRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


| Private Secretary, infurming the House that he || 


<a 
An act granting a pension to Gregory Patti; 
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trymen have been proud to prove their capacity 
for self-government, The now dominant party 
of the free States have for more than a quarter of 
a century submitted to the governmental policy 
of the slave States, although greatly superior to 
them in population—not because it was submis- 
sion, but obedience to the laws of the land. 

The election of Mr. Lincoln carries with it the 
full force of constitutional precedent and popular 
conviction. Yet that habitual and historic obe- 





| dience is now for the first time refused by a por- 


tion of the people—a refusal as deplorable as 
amazing. We hear the bold avowal that the in- 
auguration of the President elect will be resisted, 
and that he will not be permitted to take his post 
at the head of the Government; or at least shall 
have but a divided rule, unless ample and satis- 
factory concessions to a portion of the Confeder- 
acy shall first be made. It is proposed, or has 


| been proposed by the leaders and participators in 


| this treasonable conspiracy, to resist the inaugu- 


ration by force of arms, to seize the I’ederal cap- 


| ital, to precipitate revolution in the border and 


intermediate States, to break up the Government, 
and to plunge a great and prosperous people into 
all the horrors of civil war. To carry out these de- 
structive purposes, the most subtile and extended 
combination has been formed. Embracing many 
of the leading Senators and dignitaries of the 


| Gulf States, it has drawn within its fatal vortex 


| chiefs of the Cabinet; has 





aralyzed the Presi- 
dent, and has its friends and ramifications in the 
cities of the North. Six States claim to have de- 
tached themselves from the Union irrevocably, 
and in defiance of section ten article one of the 


Constitution, which declares, ‘*no State shall 


enter into any confederation,’’ have proceeded to 
form a hostile confederation within the limits ana 
jurisdiction of the United States. 

Without pausing for redress, if injury has been 
inflicted, or fearing that remedy might be applied 
if opportunity were given; without the suffrages 
of the people, or against well ascertained popular 
majorities in some instances, recklessly have Bey 
struck a blow at the best Government in the world, 
as well as inflicted an irreparable injury upon 
themselves. This combination against constituted 
authority embraces two classes of men, the one 
giving aid and comfort to the other, acting for the 
time being in concert, but with different objects 
in view, namely: the secessionists per se, and ioe 
who are termed reconstructionists, Both claim 
the Union has been, or must be destroyed; the 
former finally so, while the latter indulge in the 
philanthropic hope of reconstructing it on Dem- 
ocratic pro-slavery principles—from disinterested 
motives, of course! Intent upon different objects 
now, what they will be hereafter we must leave 
time to determine. Sufficient for us to know, that 
both stand in a position hostile to the inviolabil- 
ity of the Union. The former are preéminent for 
boldness in treason; the latter for baseness of par- 
tisan warfare, at a time when the temple of liberty 
is rocked to its foundations. Reconstruction im- 
lies previous destruction; and any party, or com- 
Ginetta of men, that propose to destroy the Amer- 
ican Union, must and will fail. Our inheritance 
is indivisible. The Union has not been and can- 
not be dissolved. Its fibrous interlacings of in- 
terests cannot be sundered. Heroic deeds, rev- 
olutionary reminiscences, commercial relations, 
domestic relations, the continuity of a boundless 
coast, immense rivers, mountain chains, iron 
bands, are our common property; one national 
anthem our inspiration, one flag our symbol! 
‘Those whom God hath joined together let not 
man put asunder.”’ 

No, sir; [ hold it next to treason, ata time like 
this, to claim that the Union of our fathers is dis- 
solved. Every true man, every native and adopted 
citizen, should rally around her altar and swear to 
maintain the Union, without reservation, in all 
peril, and in every contingency. A Government 
that hasctaimed the respectofmankind, and which 
rests as lightas gossamer upon the governed, giv- 
ing to all the most perfect security, as well as the 


_ largest liberty within the limits of constitutional 


order, is worth every sacrifice consistent with 
vital principle to maintain. 

Let every effort be made to preserve our na- 
tionality intact—every star upon our flag, every 
acre within our limits. Let all Union-loving and 
patriotic men unite heart and soul for this grand 
Let ail our energies be directed to the 
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peaceable solution of present difficulties. But this | knowledge the supremacy of the laws. Then, | 
when order shall be restored, and an outraged | 
nationality vindicated, I would hear their com- | 


mast be done without the sacrifice of those prin- 
ciples on which the hopes of mankind depend, 
and on which free government is based. hese 
we could not surrender if we would, and would 
not af we could. I will not despair so long as one 
ray of light glimmers along the political horizon. 
Batif all effort at reconciiiation shall prove una- 
vuiling, then loyal citizens everywhere, in all sec- 


tions of the country, must look the danger in the | 


face and meet it as becomes men. 

But I proceed to inquire what cause have the 
enemies of the Union to object to the peaceable 
and ordinary inauguration of the President elect ? 
He was sclected by his fellow-citizens from pure 
motives, and a8 a just exponeht of their views of 
public policy. Thata hanes was necessary in 
the administration of the affairs of the country, 
all impartial men admit, after the fatal and over- 
whelming disasters of the last few months. 

What new idea does Mr. Lincoln propose to 
adopt in the administration of the Government? 
W hat new policy to er. Must he not 
take care that the laws be faithfully executed and 
the Government sustained? On the question of 
opposition to the extension of slavery in the Ter- 
ritories, stands he not where Washington, Frank- 
lin, Jefferson, and all their great compeers stood? 
On the doctrine of adequate protection to Ameri- 
can labor and productions, we find him side by 
side with Clay and Jackson. On all those ques- 
tions that relate to the general improvement of 
the country, Mr, Lincoln moves in harmony with 
the leading minds of the age. Faithful and patri- 
otic in the past, we have the right to expect the | 
same in the future. What cause have misguided | 
men to oppose the installment of the newly-clected 
President?) Why should it be deemed necessary | 
that the choice of the people should purchase his | 
way to the presidential chair by grants of rights 
to disappointed and rebellious men? Why do not 
the South and the North accord to him what has 
been accorded to others? Have the opponents of 
the Republican party been so long in office that 
they have forgotten their obedience to the laws? 
Candidates for President and Vice President have 
been elected before from the same section of the 
country, and have quietly assumed the duties of 
their respective offices. Presidents have been | 
elected before by a plurality, and not a majority, | 
of all the votes cast, and no man has raised his 
voice against the constitutionality of such an elec- | 
tion. The issues were piain, the vote overwhelm- | 

| 





ing, and the result decided. 

But, it is said, the southern mind regards the 
election of Mr. Lincoln as a distinct declaration, 
on the part of the dominant party, that slavery | 
shall be ultimately extinguished in the slave States. | 
This calumny should be corrected by those who 
promulgated it. It has no foundation in fact, It | 
1s against the declarations, votes, platforms, and | 
positions of the Republican party. The only | 
persons in the country who inculcate this doctrine | 
act in open opposition to the dominant party, and | 
now rejoice in the probable overthrow of the Re- 
yublic,in order that they may carry out their abo- 

ition schemes. The political antagonists of the 
Abolitionists are the Republicans. The aiders 
and abettors of abolitionism are those who seek | 
to destroy the Union. 

Sir, I claim, in its most broad, full, and com- | 
prehensive sense—claim it for the honor, safety, 
and future of my country—that the President | 
elect has the right; nay, more than this, that the 
people of the country have the right, without re- | 
rard to party or section, to have the man of their 
fawful holes fully inaugurated at the capital, with | 
all the usual forms and ceremonies, without terms, 
without negotiation, without compromise, and 
withoutapology. I give no reason but that he ts | 
the President ~ and, in the name and majesty 
of the American people, I demand the right for 
the people. 

Would you establish the baneful precedent of | 
negotiation before inauguration? Sir, I claim in- | 
auguration before negotiation; the clear acknowl- 
edgment of the rigitt first; the terms of adjustment 
afterwards, Whatever terms I may be disposed 
to make with Joyal men everywhere, I will not 
make terms with those who stand in hostile array 
to the Goyernment, no matter what the conse- 
quences may be. Let these men first surrender 
the public property, restore the hospitals, navy- | 
yards, forts, arms, treasure, and arscnals, and ac- | 
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plaints, and give them the full measure of redress | 


for any aetual grievance. So far, at least, as con- 


tumacious persons are concerned, the following | 
sentiments, attributed to Mr. Lincoln, apply in || 
| full force: 


**] will suffer death before I will consent, or advise my 
friends to consent, to any concession or compromise which 
looks like buying the privilege of taking possession of the 


Government to which we have a constitutional right; be- | 


cause, whatever I might think of the merits of the various 
propositions before Congress, | should regard any conces- 
sion in the face of menace as the destruction of the Gov- 
ernment itself, and a consent on all hands that our system 
shall be brought down toa level with the existing disorgan- 
ized state of affairs in Mexico. But this thing will here- 
after be, as it is now, in the hands of the people; and if 


| they desire to call a convention to remove any grievances 


complained of, or to give new guarantees for the perma- 
nence of vested rights, it is not mine to oppose.” 

Any other course will destroy the respect in 
which the Governmentis held at home andabroad. 


If the representatives of the people submit to | 


menaces and threats, such submission is moral, 
political, and national death. The nation could 
never recover from it. It would invite attack from 
abroad, and grant license to rebellion at home. 
The plain path of duty in this crisis is the path 
of safety and dignity and patriotism. Let us in- 
sist that the honor of our flag shall be maintained 
—a flag which is known and honored in every 
land; a flag under which our new-found world 
marched to greatness ina single generation. It 
is a pioneer before whom the wilderness recedes; 
a magician by whose transmutations the trees of 
the forest still point heavenward as the spires of 
the city; a guardian beneath whose care happy 
homes nestle, wide-spread valieys laugh with plen- 
teousness,teeming mountains yield their treasures, 
and vast waters float the argosies of States. 
Abroad, as at home, wide waves the banner of 
enterprise and empire. In the thronging marts 
of the Old World, on the newly-opened paths of 
Pacific seas, sheltering the commerce of a conti- 
nent beneath its folds; in the despotic capitals of 
Europe, it interposes a protecting egis between 
the American citizen and the potentate who would 
oppress him. In the classic ports of the Medi- 
terranean, it proclaims a wondrous Republic, 
mighty as old Rome, rich as Ind, vast as Europe, 
and peaceful as Paradise. It flashes like an au- 
rora through the glacial pinnacles of Arctic seas, 
and answers the vivid constellations of the tropics 
with its kindling stars! Omniscient symbol of 
an almost omnipotent people, in thy wanderings 
far and wide, by sea and land, amid the despot- 
isms of old worlds and the license of new, could 
none be found to assail thee save thine own? It 
was reserved for those who have grown to great- 
ness beneath the waving of thy prosperous folds 
to smite thee. Are there none in this hour of 
peril to defend? Banner, of which all Christen- 
dom is so proud that it forgets to envy, float calm 
and inscrutable upon the airs of heaven, and 
** bide thy time.”” 

Sir, I have heard much of late of State rights 
and State sovereignty. ‘The national Government 
is assumed to be a mere agent, and a very de- 
crepit agent, with far less power than the old Con- 
federation. From the declamation of gentlemen, 
one would suppose it to be an abstraction, a grand 
Yankee improvement upon the ‘‘ circumlocution 
office ’’—a ** how not to do it’ improved and per- 
fected. But remembering, sir, the past history of 
my country, lamencouraged to think better of her 
system, and to repudiate the idea which the argu- 
ments advanced and the events transpiring around 
us would seemto sustain. The best Government, 
badly administered, is crippled in itsaction. A 

onderous battle-ax in hands too weak to wield 
it, becomes less effective than a child’s bauble. 
Without an Executive, or worse than without an 
Executive, we have been drifting about among 
the rocks and shoals, with high seas thundering 
on a lee shore; every soul on board anxiously in- 
quiring, where is the pilot? We will find one 
presently; but in the mean time let us observe that 
this United States Government of ours is a nation- 
ality of the people, a grand. powerful Govern- 
ment of men, not States, extending from the Rio 
Grande to the St. Croix. It was formed by the 
people, who are supreme. They surrendered to 
the Government, from the abundance of their sov- 
ereignty, all the grants of right or power cnumer- 
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_ all requisite to the enjoyment or exercise of the 


express grants. Within this limit, the United 
States Government is supreme, and so €Xpressly 
declared to be in the charter itself. Between the 
United States and the several States there can be 
no conflict of authority so long as each revolyes 
in its appropriatesphere. Each is supreme within 
its limits. Neither has authority beyond. Thy 
heresy that a State has a right to secede or with- 
draw from the Union at pleasure has no author- 
ity or foundation. All theories, as all practice 
of all Governments is against it. Sucha heresy, 
striking at the root ofall organization, cannot mak. 
an impression on the minds of reasoning men. 

It was an evil day for our beloved country when 
a weak old man proclaimed to the nations of the 
earth, through the instrumentality ofan important 


| State paper, that this mighty Government—this 


giant Republic—the very incarnation of power, 
feared and respected by civilized and barbarous 


| nations, had no power to save itself from annihi- 


lation. No power to quell rebellion! What a 
commentary upon the work of our revered fathers! 
That in the construction of a Government to take 


| the place of a Confederation, expressly declared 


to be perpetual, they should have neglected that 
which was essential to its very life, must strike 
reflecting minds as an absurdity. No right on 
the part of aState to secede; secession, rebellion, 
and no power to suppress rebellion, (for this is the 
logic of this remarkabie paper.) That which no 
law punishes is justified, and the public mind de- 
clines from toleration to demoralization., Tacitus 


| saith, of another age and people, ‘* such was the 


state of their minds that the worst villainy a few 
dared, more approved of it, and all tolerated.” 
Alas! that the language of the ancient historian 
should describe the condition of our country in 
this better age! 

Can it be wondered that the diplomats of St. 
James rubbed their astonished eyes as the migit 
of the western world dissolved before them like a 
mirage, and Europe saw dismayed this seren 
mountain of refuge, quaking with the throes of 
eruption, such as convulse volcanic France, or 


| heaving Italy. Sir, I trust in the providence of 


God we shall hear a more reliable opinion, re- 
specting the powers of this Government, on the 
4th of March next. 

That secession is rebellion, isa fixed fact. That 
rebellion in this instance, if successful, will be 
styled revolution, is not so plain. History has 
an awkward way of calling things by their right 
names, as leaders of civil commotion sometimes 
live long enough to discover; and this world’s 
history has not yet termed that revolution which 
was without cause and against a just Govern- 
ment. This commotion in the land has this 
breadth, and no more. A portion of the people 
of some of the States are in rebellion against the 
General Government. They have gone so far in 
their insanity as to levy war against the United 
States. They have set up organizations within, 
and hostile to, the United States. They have 
seized the public property, fired upon a steame: 
chartered by the Governinbet: and have beseiged 
the gallant Anderson in his sea-girt fortress. And 
now, in view of all this, what do we propose to 
do? The question is between the loyal citizens 
and the disloyal citizens; between a lawful Gov- 
ernmentand an armed rebellion. If not speedily 
adjusted, one or the other must perish. It will 
become a question of time. They cannot exist 
together within the same territory. None but 
disioyal men think of dismembering this Govern- 
ment. The Constitution provides no way in which 
itcan be done. If we had the power, no mor 
improvident or disastrous step could be taken. 
The results of a, peaceablé separation would bi 
standing armies, a long border bristling with beyo- 
nets, forts, and custom-houses. Conflicts, growing 
out of complications about trade, customs, trea- 
ties, and the mouth of the Mississippi, would be 
interminable, until our miserable condition would 
excite the pity, as well as the contempt of man- 
kind. One thing isclear as aray of Heaven's pure 
light: there is no safety in the present, no hope 
in the future, but to stand by the Union as our 
fathers made it. In speaking of secession in 1590, 
in his letter dated the 3d October, of that year, 
addressed to Hon. Daniel Ullman, what said the 
patriot Henry Clay? 


‘€ Suppose the standard should be raised of open resist- 


18 


ance 
be do 
powe 
ough! 
hazal 
insur 
coext 
Noh 
plyin 
cases 
Caro 
speec 
being 
It 
the | 
“ } 
to be 
divie 
man. 
auth 
But, 
tion 
selvt 
Unie 
am | 
not- 
thor 
belo 
disst 
ing ¢ 
Upo 
thos 
deay 
is de 
pres 
itm 
side 
and 


I 
pre 
the 
la 
of | 

- the 
the 
by 
to | 
RU! 
les 
tru 
mi 
Ov 
vo 


fo 
us 
ha 
ev 
Ww 








1861. 








c | 
ance to the Union, the Constitution, and laws: what is to | 


be done? There can be but one possible answer. The | 
power, the authority, and the dignity of the Government 
ought to be maintained, and resistance put down at all 
hazard. The duty of executing the laws and suppressing | 
insurrections is without limitation or qualification; it is 
coextensive with the jurisdiction of the United States. 
No human government can exist without the power of ap- 


plying force, and the actual application of it in extreme || 


cases. 


My belief is, that if it should be applied to South 


Carolina, in the event of her secession, she would be \| 


speedily reduced to obedience, and the Union, instead of 
being weakened, would acquire additional strength.” 


It was the same illustrious man who said, in 
the Senate, in 1850: 


«* Now, Mr. President, I stand here in my place, meaning 
to be unawed by any threats, whether they come from in- 
dividuals or from States. I should deplore as much as any 
man, living or dead, thatarms should be raised against the 
authority of the Union, either by individuals or by States. 


But, after all that has occurred, if any one State, or a por- || 


tion of the people of any one State, choose to place them- | 
selves in military array against the Government of the 
Union, i am for trying the strength of the Government. I 
am for ascertaining whether we have a government or 
not—practical, efficient, capable of maintaining its au- 
thority, and of upholding the powers and interests which 
belong to a government. Nor, sir, am I to be alarmed or 


dissuaded from any such course by intimations of the spill- || 


ing of blood. If blood is to be spilt, by whose fault is it? 
Upon the supposition, [ maintain it will be the fault of 
those who choose to raise the standard of disunion, and en- 
deavor to prostrate this Government; and, sir, when that 
is done, so long as it pleases God to give me a voice to ex- 
press my sentiments, or an arm, weak and enfeebled as 
it may be by age, that voice and that arm will be on the 
side of my country, for the support of the general authority, 
and for maintenance of the powers of this Union.’’ 

I care not what term may be applied to the | 
preservation of the Union and the enforcement of 
the laws. If to do this means ‘‘ coercion,’’ then 
I am for coercion. I take all the responsibility 
of saying here in my place, as a representative of 
the people, all the responsibility that attaches to 
the sentiment: that-the laws should be enforced, 
by sea and by land, with all the power necessary 
to enforce them, and that loyal citizens should be 
sustained and protected everywhere. Can we do 
less? In all these seceding States there are men 
true to their allegiance to the General Govern- 
ment. Revolution, for the moment, has rolled 
over them, and an armed force has silenced the 
voice of patriotism. Presently, when despotism 
—the despotism of a mob; the worst on God’s 
footstool—becomes insufferable, they will cry to 
us for help. Shall we leave them to perish? They 
have rendered allegiance to the Union; and, by 
every tie of sacred duty, honor, and humanity, 
we are bound to render them protection. dny 
other course would sink the Government to perdition. 
Shall we stand idly by when our faithful custom- 
house officers, postmasters, pilots, and other offi- 
cers are arrested, thrown into prison, or made to 
suffer pains and penalties for the honest discharge 
of swornduties? Shall we refuse to protect adopted 
citizens who, having renounced allegiance to for- 
eign potentates and sovereigns, have taken an 
oath of fealty to our Government? Allegiance 
entitles them to protection. Shall this Govern- 
ment, which but lately extended its scepter across 
the seas, to shelter here and there a humble man 
from the armed might of France, or the crowned 
majesty of Austria, when he invoked its aid by 
the cry, ‘1 am an American citizen!”’ onits own 
soil—shall its ear be deaf to the chorus of its 
children’s cries, its arm shortened, and impotent 
to aid? Surely the nation that refuses is faithless 
to its trust. If it refuses to protect its loyal citi- 
zens from persecution, confiscation, and death, 
it does not deserve the name of government. 

If the Executive had promptly used his author- 
ity to check disobedience in the present instance, 
this rebellion, which has now assumed formida- 
ble proportions, would have been checked or ad- | 
justed before the present moment. This history | 


will record. That it was notdone, is now a world- | 
wide regret. 


Mr. Speaker, in my judgment, all thecomplaints | 
of all the sections can beadjusted within the Union 
without the sacrifice of any principle of essential | 
importance to the welfare of the country, and | 
without the terrible alternative of civil war. I 
am unwilling to believe that, in this stage of the 
world’s progress, the differences of opinion be- 
tween sections of our enlightened nation cannot 
be arranged without an appeal to arms. I trust 
they can be; and shall continue to labor to that 
end until all hope departs. While advocating 
the necessity of rebuking treason with the voice 
of authority, I am in favor of reassuring loyalty 
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with such conciliation as would be right and proper | 
under existing circumstances. 
For the sake of Maryland, still true, though be- | 
tween the upper and the nether millstone; for gal- 
lant old Kentucky, with the stars and stripes flying 


at every cross-road; for Tennessee, with the roar 


of her grand majority for the Union thundering in 
the ears of secession; and even for Georgia, with 
almost halfher convention wrestling for the Union; 
and Alabama, now lifting her voice in indignant 
protestagainsttheerrorof her sons. These States, 
and others, amid the besetments of disaffection, 


(oot and honor; and for their sakes we 





|| the lessons of the revered who are no more—a 





eT 


| less will the 


| inate over freedom. 


| More fortunate in its baptism than its conception, | 


| name of one held in affectionate regard, and whom 


| form, and under another name, the prominent 


should be willing to make such an adjustment as 
can be made without the abandonment of princi- 
ple. 
ation of such propositions as have been submitted | 
to the House. 

| 


| 
display a love for the Union that entitles them to | 


I come now to speak briefly of the prominent | 
difficulty in the way of adjustment, and that is 
the territorial question. The South demand what 
they are pleased to term protection to slave prop- 
erty inthe Territories of the United States, as well | 
as in all territory hereafter to be acquired. The | 
freemen of the North consider it of vital import- | 
ance to prevent the extension of slavery over 
territory now free. And they cannot believe that 
the extension, protection, and perpetuation of 
African slavery would be beneficent to the countr 
or advance the civilization of the people. Much 
consent to change the Constitution 
of the United States so that slavery shall predom- | 


the settled conviction of the country that we had | 
better leave the Constitution asitis. Prominent 
among measures for the adjustment of our pres- | 
ent difficulties stands the Crittenden compromise. 





this defective measure bears a faultless title. The 


the people delight to honor, introduces it auspi- 
ciously to the consideration of that people; and 


Webster of the North and a Clay 6f the South— 


have taught the people to respect a compromise. | 


‘ ° . | 
3ut, Mr. me aE paradoxical as it may sound, |! 


the Crittenden compromise is not a compromise, | 
and it does not embody the views of Mr. Crit- 
TENDEN. Looking further, I find a third objec- | 


tion in the fact that it does not represent the senti- || 


ments of the people; and these three objections | | 
shall treat in a group befere proceeding to others | 
of a graver character. 
I am bold to say that the resolutions do not | 
express the sentiments of the people, North or | 
South, because, in another and less objectionable 


idea which they embody was presented to the peo- 
ple for their sanction, and rejected by an over- | 
whelming majority. It was first offered under | 
the name of the ‘* Breckinridge platform,’’ to a 


convention of that party most favorable to slavery || 


extension and protection, at Charleston, and re- 
jected by a majority of that convention. It was 
again brought before a Democratic convention at | 
Baltimore, and again rejected. 
mind that the rejection of this platform carried | 
with it the inevitable destruction of a powerful | 
partys long subservient to slavery, and one which 
1as never looked upon defeat, with loss of place 
and spoils, with any degree of complacency, in 
order to form a just estimate of the consequences 
of that rejection. 
the measure, separating from the frowning ma- 
jority of their party, forming a fragmentary con- | 
vention, and embodying their principles in the 
nomination of John é 

fore the people. That people, in one of the most | 
severe political campaigns this country has ever 
witnessed, with the threat of secession placed di- 
rectly before them, overwhelmed it with popular | 
condemnation by a majority of alinost three mil- 
lion votes; 1,857,610 Republicans denounced it 
by voting for Abraham Lincoln; 1,362,976 Dem- | 
ocrats rejected it when they gave their suffrages | 
for Stephen A. Douglas; and 590,631 Americans | 
condemned it when, raising the battle-cry of ‘‘ the | 
Union and the Constitution,’’ they struck at the 
foes who would dissolve the one, or tamper with 
the other. 


Virginia, who had always voted for a Demo- 


| 
Let us bear in |} 
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| it was crushed, 





ul 


tion as it is; and Kentucky, the home of the ven- 
erable Senator, rebuked this monstrous claim to 
establish a despotism on the free soi! of America. 

This sentiment, then, of the Breckinridge plat- 
form, repugnant to the American people; rejected 
by twenty-two States; trampled in the dust of de- 
feat ata popular election, is carefully disentombed 
from the overwhelming majorities beneath which 
Its shapeless remains are com- 


| posed to new and decent form in the Crittenden 


| 





resolutions, and its faithful friends and devoted 
mourners demand for it an apotheosis in the Con- 
stitution. ‘That which the people have solemnly 
pronounced unworthy of support, even in the 
ephemeral form of a political platform, it is now 


|| gravely proposed to incorporate in the Constitu- 


In this spirit i shall proceed to the consider- || tion, where you and I may no longer vote upon 


and reject it, but must swear fealty to and support! 
where rising generations, with the generous en- 
thusiasm of youth for the institutions of their 
beloved land, must do it reverence: where your 
sons, and mine, must bring the loyalty we hate 
taught them, and abase it to uphold the wrong. 
And this is called a compromise! A compro- 
mise is where conflicting parties relinquish, each 
the extreme of its position, to meet the other 
upon middle ground. Here the extreme views of 
extreme pro-slavery men are advocated—slavery 
in the Territories to be protected by Congress! this 
right of protection to be inserted in the Constita- 


| tion; this amendment of the Constitution to be 


secure from future alteration; and the whole to 


| apply, not only to our present possessions, but 
On this point it seems to be |) 


all which we may hereafter acquire! It is all 
here! Notone jot or tittle abated. ‘The old enemy, 
with which we have wrestled for years, is pre- 
sented to us in all his unshorn proportions, under 
the seductive cognomen of compromise! Enter- 
tain him, and we are compromised indeed! Is 
there anything more that has been, or will be, 
asked of us? If so, let it, by all means, be incor- 
porated in the ** resolutions.”’ 

I have shown that the resolutions do not ex- 
press the views of the people; and | have said 
that they do not represent the Senator’s own. If 
Mr. Critrenven had ever entertained them, we 
should have found him tov just and too generous 


| an adversary ever to have presented them to us 


as a corapromise. It is because they are not his 
own views or wishes that he offers and advocates 
them, feeling a self-abnegating zeal in sacrificing 


| on the altar of peace the convictions of his own 


statesman-like mind, and the desires of his own 
heart. His whole career—every act of his public 
life—bears witness that the resolutions are repug- 
nant to the Senator himself. That career, that life, 


| have won for him the confidence of the people, 


|| and impart a prestige to these resolutions which 


their merits cannot claim. His reputation gilds 
them with a luster not their own. 

But, Mr. Speaker, | summon a statesman from 
Kentucky, now silent, but potential, to antagonize 
the resolutions of the Senator from Kentucky; 


| who dead, has more power than the living; whose 


. Breckinridge, placed it be- || 


} 


i] 


|| voice, alweys raised to save his countrymen from 


dishonor, uttered these celebrated words: 


* And now, sir, coming from a slave State,as [ do, Lowe 
it to myself, | owe it to truth, f owe it to the subject, to 
say that no earthly power could induce me to vote for a 
specific measure tor the iniroduction of slavery where it 
had not before existed, either south or north of that line. 
Coming, as I do, from a slave State, it is my solemn, de- 


|, liberate, and well-matured determination, that no power— 
|| no earthly power—shall compel ine to vote for the positive 
But the undaunted friends of || 


introduction of slavefy either south or north of that line.’’ 


In my second group of objections, I would urge 
that this measure is: first, despotic;. second, ag- 
gressive, and third, destructive of the Constitu- 
tion itself. 

Despotic, in the proposed subversion of the pre- 
rogatives of the people; aggressive, in assuming 


| to legislate for countries now under the. control 


of other governments; and destructive of the Con- 
stitution itself, in the blow struck at the equality 
of rights guarantied by that instrument. 

It is proposed that ‘in all the territory of the 
United States now held, or hereafter acquired,’’ 
south of 36° 30’, “African slavery is hereby recog- 
nized as existing, and shall not be interfered with 


| by Congress, but shall be protected as property by 
‘all the departments of the territorial government 


cratic President— Virginia rallied her patriotic || 


sons, and expressed her loyalty to the Constitu-|| but t 


during its continuance.’’ It is to be ‘* recognized 


as existing,’ whether in fact it shall exist or not. 
The mote of the Territories nmry be averse to it; 
ey shall be withouta remedy. The people 


is 
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of the United States may disapprove of it; but their 
Congress shall be powerless. The Territorial 
Legislature may be opposed to it from policy or 
principle; but shall be constrained to vote, in defi- | 
ance of principle and policy, to propagate and | 


sustain that which is repugnant to its convictions, | 


Most likely, to understand the interests of the 
domain to which it pertains, it is obliged to protect | 
slavery in the Territory—against what? Against | 


the honest action of its own untrammeled judg- || 


ment; against the struggles of a helpless people 
hostile to the institution thus relentlessly imposed 
upon them. What is this but despotism? Des- 
poe in a land where the voice of the people 
1a8s been omnipotent as the voice of God! And 
wherefore this infringement upon popular rights? 
or wherefore this destruction of established pol- 
icy? That the repugnance of the people may 
wear away under the inevitable influence of cus- 
tom, association, and interest, unti! from the ter- | 
ritorial forcing-house may be transplanted a new 
slave State or States, to preserve the ascendency 
of slavery over freedom in the Confederation. 

This amendment to the Constitution, then, with 
a sublime indifference to the wishes or interests 
of a people, aims at the nobler end of the pres- | 
ervauion ofa party. Sir, what is ail this but ma- 
chinery to force the institution of slavery upon | 
free men? Methinks, the effort to compel the | 
people of a Territory to accept the Lecompton 
consutution should have taught us wisdom, Ido 
not propose to become a party to the renewed 
attempt. 

While that portion of article first of Mr. Crit- | 
TENDEN’S parpenten which relates to Territories 
now held by the Unifed States seems to me to be | 
despotic, the paragraph which points to all which 
shall be ** hereafter acquired’’ is aggressive. While 
willing to legislate for all the ‘Territory of the 
United States, Mr. Speaker, I naturally feel a mod- 
est hesitation in ee laws for Cuba, Mexico, 
South America, mountains of the moon, or any 
other visionary, probable or improbable, posses- | 
sions, comprehended under aterm so vague, The 
localities i have mentioned are not only not under 
the jurisdiction of the United States, but are ac- 
tually held by other Governments, who might | 
with justice resent this intrusion of covetous filli- | 
busterism. Such an ideal style of legislation | 
would seem to be not only unstatesmanlike, but 
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unprincipled. The antecedent legislation which || 


is thus proposed will hardly suffice to change the | 
laws of Central America or Cuba, should we 
hereafter by any possibility negouate for the pos- 
session of those interesting localities; and if they 
become ours by a less ceremonious process, | | 
hope our own Constitution will not testify toa 
premeditated theft. 

Article six of the resolutions provides that no 
future amevdment of the Constitution shall affect 
the five preceding articles, nor the third paragraph 
of the section of the fourth article of the Consti- 
tution. When our fathers framed the Constitu- 
tion, they anticipated that the exigencies of a pro- 
gressive people, would demand modifications of 


that instrument. With provident forethought, || 


they indicated the manner in which such amend- 
ments should be made. Entering by the door left 
open for them, these amendments propose to close 
that door forever, and entrench themselves, as in 
a fortress, against the besieging necessities of after 
times. No future amendment shall affect them ! 
And why do they claim to b® more sacred than 
the Constitution itself? Why is one clause of that 
Consitution elevated above its peers to share the 
inviolable sanctity of these modern amendments? 
Because they single out, as the object of their 
peculiar care, one of the multifarious interests of 
the land.. Without pausing to examine the mer- | 
its of that interest which has inspired a devotion | 
that surpasses patriotism; that interest to which | 
Senatorg and Cabinets have transferred the fealty 

due to their country; that interest which is pre- | 
sented to the Constitution for such partial care—I 

proceed to question the right to make an amend- | 
ment which, when made, will be in direct conflict | 
with the instrument itself, and destructive to its | 
spirit, meaning, balance, and equality. The res- 
shhieds say thatcertain of them, and a certain por- | 
tionof the Constitution, shell never be amended. | 
The Constitution says that ali its articles may be | 
amended. Did gy contemplate the introduction of 

avy amendment to destroy the power to amend? 











| 


| never be amended?’’ Sir, I claim that such an 


all the interests secured by it. 1 urge that, when 


|| these resolutions propose to stand unalterably for- 


ever, athwart the track of an advancing people, 
| the spirit of the Constitution itself interposes to 
protect the centuries of the future from these 
| shackles which the present labors to forge. 

| Slavery is to have especial protection in the 
charter of our liberties. It is to be deified in an 
instrument in which the fathers refused it a recog- 
nition as such. But, if entrenched in the Consti- 


yond all other property, will it not follow, or will 
it not be claimed, that it will be entitled to pro- 
tection everywhere, not only in the Territories, 
but on the high seas, under our flag, as well as in 


| tution as property, with protection above and be- 
| 
| 


| the free States of this Union? 
| As was shown by the distinguished gentleman 
| from Maryland, [Mr. Davis,] the people will 


| never ratify the idea of extending slavery to free 
| soil. Itis impossible to procure for these resolu- 
| tons two thirds of this body, or even a bare ma- 
jority. It is impossible to obtain a like majority 
in the other branch; and three fourths of the States 
would never adopt them. Let all friends of the 
Union abandon them as a useless impossibility, 
now and forever. Pause, zentlemen of the Amer- 
ican Congress, pause, before you ask of men as 
free as yourselves so impossible a surrender of 
sacred convictions. 

Mr. Speaker, I shall now briefly—for the time 
allotted to me will! not admit of extended discus- 
sion—refer to the measures of adjustment reported 
by the committee of thirty-three. These propo- 
sitions, or at least ial them, have been re- 
sponded to by the country, and I believe will be 
sustained by a majority of this House, as most 
equitable and reasonable in themselves. Among 
the resolutions reported, is one in relation to per- 
sonal liberty bills, so called. It is said that some 
northern States have adopted measures for the 
purpose of preventing the arrest and surrender of 
fugitives from labor. Although this objection is 
a mere pretext for disorder in the Gulf States, 
inasmuch as they seldom or never lose a fugitive 
by reason of obstructive legislation, yet good 
faith requires thatany enactment of the character 
indicated should be promptly repealed; not be- 
cause anybody demands it, but because itis right 
in itself. The committee have reported a resolu- 
tion for that purpose, and I trust it will be adopted. 
They have also reported an amended fugitive 
slave law, which, inasmuch as it gives a right of 
trial by jury, under certain circumstances, to the 
alleged fugitive; and provides for his return to the 
place from which it is claimed he escaped, as well 
as other wholesome provisions, is an improve- 
ment on the present law, and well worthy of con- 
sideration. 

The disposition of the territory of the United 
States south of 36° 30’ was and is the main sub- 
ject of difficulty. But I will say to you, gentle- 
men of the border States, and you, gentlemen of 
the Democratic party, that you have it in your 
power to quiet all this agitation; and I beseech 
you to come forward and do it. Abandon extreme 
views; give up the Crittenden and other impossi- 
bilities; and let us unite our strength on the New 
Mexico measure reported from the committee of 
thirty-three, in the spirit in which it was offered 
by the distinguished gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Apams.] This Territory, except a 
small portion embraced in Indian treaties, and 
| which cannot be included in any State, is all that 
| remains to the United States south of 36° 30’. 
| The moment we exclude the idea of future acqui- 
sition, or * fillibusterism,’’ this New Mexico pos- 
session is the sole bone of contention—the only 
subject of difficulty among the people of the coun- 
try. I claim that no further ‘* compromise”’ or 

concession is necessary in regard to this Territory. 
| We adjusted the whole subject in 1850, after care- 
| fuland solemn deliberation, and with the approval 
| of the leading statesmen of both sections. This 
| deliberate adjustment was made the law of the 
| land, and remains upon the statute-book to this 
| day. Itis as follows: 


“ Provided, That when admitted asa State, the said Ter- 
ritory, [New Mexico,} or any portion of the same, shall be 





Shail the Constitution read, ‘‘all the articles may || received into the Union with or without slavery, as their 


be amended, provided some of the articles shall sti 
| ae States Statutes at Large, Thirty-First Congress, 

amendment would be in direct antagonism with a | om, Be 
| fundamental principle on which the instrument | ! 
was framed—the equal protection from violability of || compromise of 1850. Will you execute the con- 
|| tract we then made in good faith, and by the 
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constitution may prescribe at the time of their admission,» 


Gentlemen of the South, you were parties to the 


as- 
_ sage of the enabling act, reported by the Saale 
| man from Ohio, [Mr. Corwin,] permit the people 
of New Mexico to make their constitution in their 
own way? We gave this congressional pledge to 
the people who went into that Territory. Shall 
we not redeem the faith of the Government? 

Gentlemen of the Republican party, who pro- 
pose to ** execute the laws,’ cannot refuse to exe- 
cute the organic law of this Territory. On an- 
other occasion they submitted the same question 
to the people of a Sorsiicey. north of 36° 30’, and 
have had no occasion to repent the submission. 
New Mexico is said to have a population of one 
hundred and five thousand in iabitante, If we 
admit it as a State, then this whole question of 
slavery will be taken from Congress, and the agi- 
tation will cease. This measure, then, with such 
modifications as may be justand reasonable, ! am 
ready to sustain. If it shall not be adopted, in 
my judgment the best plan would hereafter be, 
to refer the whole subject to a convention of all 
the States. The people made this Government, 
and I know their ability to take care of it. 

My own State will stand by the Union to the 
last. She looks to no other future, and desires 
none. Moderate in their views, as her people are 
known to be, deeply anxious as they are to arrange 
all pending difficulties in the spirit of fraternal 
affection, yet her lot is cast with the Union. She 
will assist in upholding and maintaining it to the 
last of her sons and her treasure. God grant that 
the Union may be perpetual. 

Mr. VANDEVER obtained the floor. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I ask the gentleman to 
yield to me in behalf of the public business. 

Mr. VANDEVER. Certainly. I yield for 
that purpose. 





ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. BLAIR, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that they had examined and found 
truly enrolled a bill (S. No. 547) for the relief of 
the parish of St. Matthew’s church in the city 
of Washington; when the Speaker signed the 
same. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the special 
order be postponed until next Tuesday after the 
morning hour, with a view to go into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union to 
take up the Post Office appropriation bill. 

Mr. DEJARNETTE. 1 object. 

Mr. VANDEVER. I yield to the gentleman 
from Ohio. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I demand the previous ques- 
tion on the motion to postpone the further con- 
sideration of the special order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I hope the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. Wessrer] will be allowed to 
occupy the attention of the House for a few mo- 
ments. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I demand the yeas and nays 
on the motion to postpone. 

Mr. BURNETT. I hope that the gentleman 
from Ohio will not only withdraw his demand for 
the previous question, but that he will also with- 
draw his motion to postpone. I trust that he will 
hear my reason forit. If he does not desire to 
continue this discussion, we are ready to vote; but 
if he intends that there shall be any more debate, 
then let it now go on. We desire to discuss the 
special order on this side. Gentlemen on the 
other side of the House have been heard, accord- 
ing to my recollection, as four to one on this side. 
Gentlemen on the other side have been heard in 
the day, while gentleman on this side have been 
compelled to speak at night, to empty benches. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Ketioce, 
of Illinois, in the chair.) bate is not in order 
during the call for the previous question. 

Mr. BURNETT. [have only a few words to 


say. 

Nr. BABBITT. I call the gentleman to order. 

Mr. BURNETT. If the gentleman from Ohio 
wants to stop debate, and have a vote on the spe- 
cial order, then we will go with him. If not, then 
let the debate go on. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I only say that I do not 
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